Trip Wildlife Report: Spring Break in Baja

March 25 through April 5, 2009
Wildlife Locations Visited: San Ignacio Lagoon, Bahia Concepcion, Bahia de Loreto
National Park, Santa Catalina Island, Montserrat Island, Carmen Island, Ojo de Liebre
Lagoons Vizcaino Desert Biosphere Reserve, Catavina Desert Sierra San Pedro Martir,
Norte Ensenada




Trip Overview

Twelve days in Baja may not seem like a lot, but when you have the dedicated Smith

family at the helman amazing amount of fun@mvildlife viewing can be hadQuick in

theplanning, the trip came off with an astounding degree of success. Notastlyew

trip fairly quickly slapped together, it was almost cancelled due tgesirxold Cokie

Smithdés emer genc ywesks prigréorthe trip. ®esslting fltoma t wo
complication from the prior yearo0s appendect
life-threatening situation with a primary blockage of his small bowel caused bgiadb.

After a life-flight helicopteridet o Seat t |l eds Chil drends Hospiteé
emergency surgery and several days of hospitalization. But after several days/efye

and a doome decided to follovatiirough with the tigter all And we were

very glad we did!

After aquick flight down to San Diego, California, we rented our pieeshit Dodge

from Dollar (although it did make it through the entire trip with only minor,-trgo+

stopping probl emsé), w\exiaoboodsraredrove threugmi | i t ar i
the cespoolknown as Tijuangand the exploding metropolis of Ensenada (wow how that

place has grown sincemsyp r i ng br e a k!), weanade it o the slebkpgan® 0 6 s

dusty town of San Vicente, where we had an outstanding seafood dinner and a noisy,

dustyn ght 6s sl eep.

Laguna San Ignacio

With an early start, wetartedour very long (about 500 km) drive to Baja California Sur,

ultimately to Laguna San Ignacio. With many stops through the amaaapgm deserts

of the Sierra San Pedro Martir, we madeeesable time. While in the boojum forests

we ticked off several bird species and even our first mam@alifornia ground

squirrels were scurrying around the inselbergs warming in the morning sun. We spotted

many new reptiles as well. | was hopingte my first lifer, thevhite-tailed antelope

squirrel, but that would have to wait for anot he]i

The transpeninsular highway is
surprisinglyfast and you can make
really good time. There were times
we were flying at speeds in excess
. of 80mph!!! Aithough | would not

..“» = recommend that in most sections as
the road has virtually NO shoulder
== and the trucks in the opposing

.\ lanes often get within inchegAnd

- there are tons déral cattle or
Chinampo andferal burros

' throughout the peninsuthat

would lowe to be crashing through
your windshield




We made it to San Ignacio town with plenty of sun left and had time to shop for
provisions such as tequila, beer, candy and
wears today with pride. After inspectirfietspectacular 38¢earold Mission San

|l gnaci o, we got started on EdotoursCatnp sitmatedy r av e | r
right on Laguna San Ignacio.

After hearing so many horror stories about the gravel road out to the lagoon, we were

relieved toexperience a very wethaintained, fairly fast road with minimalash

boarding(although I think it probably does get worse depending on how recent the

grading has beené). ived to Pachicobs
camp just in time for a spectacular sunset. Afte
meetingour hosts, Jesudayoraland hispartner
Sabrina, who were kind enough to allow us to u
one of their cabins g
more comfortable, we were able to relax and
unwind after our long trip.

Coki eds s

While Som was getting settled, Cokie and |
decided to go on a desert night hike with
spotlights to see what weuld see. Great first
night! In less tharone km of walking in the
immediate vicinity of the camp, we got good |
sightings ofpeninsular coyoteanddesert kit fox! g=

kangaroo rat. No one back at camp believed w
saw the fox as no one had ever seen one there 3
before. Jesus knew there were foxes around but=s=s==] ‘ -

thought they were much further out. But the other guests thought we were crazy no

d o u b Most people probably assume they are looking at a coyote as they are so
commonthereSom was di sappointed that ,bdtle di dnodt
was confident we would have another shot in the following four days at the camp.

Our primary focugor

visiting Lagura San

Ignacio waghegray

whales The lagoon is
famous for the large
concentrations of the

grays during the winter
months. Courtship,
mating, birthing and

rearing all happen in the
lagoon for about 300+ivh a | e s . S ¢ a mguparOjosie Lielrg) tuthar ( L a
north and Laguna Magdalena further south all combine to provide habitat for over 2000
gray whales during the mating seasamit less thai0% of the total population). We
selected San Ignacio over the others due to the fms forthese al | ed Afri endl vy




whales. Although
there is never any
guarantee of being
visited by the
whales close

enough to pet them,

the literature

showed San Ignacio

as the place to be.
And we were NOT
disappointed!

Three full days inLagunaSanignacio allowed us
the opportunities to see over fifteen mothaby
pairs of whales, with
least eight pairs! In fact, every single trip out to t
mouth of the lagoon to see the whales, we had a
least 45 minutes to over5lhours of petting
kissingand playng with the whalels We could not
have imagined better luck! Being so close to suchi
magnificent mammals is beyond comprehension
and mere words cannot describe the experience.
wi || never f or ge ewhleske
was pettingand in many cases actually kissitige
whales- thepure joy of the experience was
evidenced in her massive smile!

!

Cokie on the other hand took a couple days to get

used to the size of these massive mammals. On day

one, he quikly petted the first whale to approach

the boat but after a few moments,

| guess it finally clicked just how massive these creatures, @adhe spent the entire
rest of dayone and two
running to opposite sidef the
panga (boatfrom themassive
approachingandplayful whales
It was like watching a scared

pngpong ball éHe

really that scared, he just
wanted to stay far away from
the whales, thespray and

theirs me |. Bué on daythree,

he dealt with his fears and
spent the entire trip patg

both the mothers and the babies

ac

wasnao:



