Costa Rica - December 2008
Report by Sjef Ollers

Introduction

After months of reading and preparation we wereetmgo to Thailand late November 2008. But inlé&st
week of November the political unrest in Thailaradilteached a climax with the chaotic occupationaff
international airports around Bangkok. On our ddtdeparture, November 28, all major European eesnvere
forced to continue with the cancellation of alyfits to Bangkok that had started a few days eaRlaghts to
Phuket and Chiang Mai were now either full or satiggremium prices. After some last desperate at®etngng
to get to Thailand we finally gave up.

This meant a very last-minute change of plans ahack-Bauer-type 24 hour race against the clockstaased
in order to find a new holiday destination. Afteqaick scan around the globe only Panama and Gistawere
considered as candidates. The cheaper flights ersdimed easier travelling made us opt for Costa.Riickets
were bought, the luggage repacked with a new trgwiele and the correct mammal and bird guides; the
extravagant luxury of buying field guides way invadce for future reference now paid off. Becauseurflast
minute departure and December already being higbosewe decided to book the accommodations through
Camino Travelww.caminotravel.com In retrospect this proved to be a wise decisi®several places were
fully booked during our stay. Overall, Camino didraat job with arranging and booking everythingf lainute.
Only point of criticism would be the incompetenbsantractor they used in Corcovado (more detaithén
report).

Considering the fact that we weren't able to do adlyance preparation at all for this trip, | wasgsied with
what we saw. Ocelot, tapir, tamandua, both sldib) peccaries, all four possible monkey speciaswg
cotinga, bare-necked umbrellabird, five manakins, seven trogons including the charismatic quetese
some of the highlights. We unfortunately missed auoy just one day. Spotlighting success, howevas, wery
limited, not in the last place because many laeradons and evenings brought heavy rain.

| took two field guides for birding and | found theboth useful, if not essential. The first wa&uide to the
Birds of CostaRicaby F. Gary Stiles and Alexander F. Skutch. Thiskois considered a classic in its field and
deservedly so. Both the text and (most of the)eglare outstanding. However, the book is inevitabigated
with respect to recent taxonomic changes andaithi large for a field guide. Still indispensakde the
information on behavior and ecology. The disadvgesgeof the above book are taken away by a newdegui
calledThe Birds of Costa Rica: A Field Guitlg Richard Garrigues and Robert Dean. Very hai; good
range maps and it included (at the the time anbgily still) the most updated overview of CostaaRispecies.
The plates are as a whole not as good as Skutoblg but they are definitely not bad either and ynsppecies
are shown at a larger size. The text almost exalysfocuses on identification and there is littiormation on
behavior and ecology. For most birds this book balljust fine, but it is very handy to have Skuschbok as a
back up in your hotel room.




For mammal identification | only took alomdeotropical Rainforest Mammals: A Field GuibgLouise H.
Emmons and Francois Feer. There is alse Mammals of Costa Rica: A Natural History andl&iGuideby
Mark Wainwright, which seems to be a very usefeidfiguide. But | could find everything | neededemmons’
book, so | did not bother to buy it. Other wildlifeas identified (or not) with books at the lodge®p asking
local guides.

One major disadvantage of the last-minute depamaethe fact that | hardly had time to preparecedt
collection of bird sounds to upload on my MP3 play®nly had a few hours to make a collection afatused
on songbirds; in the rush | forgot complete farsilseich as owls, nightjars, raptors and ant-thrushds
explains why some families are very under-represkot even absent in the trip list. Non-vocal tyran
flycatchers as always also posed identificatiorbfmms and quite a few of them had to remain undeted
during the trip. Part of the problem was relievgchiring local guides at every location we visit@dhe guides
in Costa Rica were generally excellent and wellttvéine money in my opinion. The only exception wees
disaster guide in Corcovado. For Corcovado | hgdested the superb guide Felipe Arias who had duidg
brother on a Corcovado trip a few years earliet heuwas no longer working with Camino, but | fouhdt out
only when | got there.

Itinerary

Nov. 30: Flight to Costa Rica
Dec. 1: Transfer to Esquinas Rainforest Lodge

Dec. 2: Esquinas Rainforest Lodge

Dec. 3: Transfer to Puerto Jimenez and the Caratedona

Dec. 4: Corcovado national park - Hike to Sirenal@jical Station

Dec. 5: Corcovado national park - Trails aroune®ar Biological Station
Dec. 6: Corcovado national park - Hike back to leiha

Dec. 7: Transfer back to Esquinas Rainforest Lodge

Dec. 8: Esquinas Rainforest Lodge

Dec. 9: Transfer to San Gerardo de Dota valleye§ee Lodge

Dec. 10: Savegre Lodge

Dec. 11: Savegre Lodge

Dec. 12: Morning Savegre - afternoon back to Sae J&Colonial Hotel

Dec. 13: Drive to La Selva

Dec. 14: La Selva

Dec. 15: To La Fortuna - Overnight at Lomas delcdal

Dec. 16: Daytrip to Los Chiles and Cano Negro/Rio FOvernight at Lomas del Volcan
Dec. 17: Depart to Monteverde. Overnight at MontdgeCloud Forest Lodge
Dec. 18: Morning Santa Elena - afternoon Monteverde

Dec. 19: Morning Sanctuario Ecologico - depart &am Sose - Colonial Hotel
Dec. 20: Flight back to the Netherlands




Day-to-Day Account

Nov. 30: Flight to Costa Rica

We had booked flights with Delta. After an unevahtfight to Atlanta, we changed planes and inijidhe

flight to Costa Rica went fine and we arrived andi(about 9.15 pm) above San Jose. Then, the géte
circling and circling. Finally, the captain annoadahat bad weather (extreme fog conditions) waseting us
from landing. After two more hours of circling alm®an Jose and finally hearing that the airportei@sed for
all air traffic until next morning, we were divedt¢o Panama city at around 1 am. We arrived atrat@uam in
Panama and around 3 am we passed through an irepdoone-person custom booth. In the ensuing chawos,
managed to get a seat on the last minibus to Pa@é#mavhere we got a room in a very nice hotel.
Unfortunately, at least 50% of the passengers omplame were not so lucky and they spent all nighthe
airport.

Dec. 1: Panama City - Esquinas Rainforest Lodge

After a few hours of much-cherished sleep and ty tasenergizing breakfast, we were shuttled basknf
Panama City to the international airport. Aftethars flight we arrived in San Jose. In order nologe even
more quality time, we insisted on going directhyBsquinas. We were told that it would take 5 howtsich
seemed optimistic, but nice if true. We left 4.30 and, of course, arrived much later at 11.30 prawe were
glad to have arrived! On the way down to Esquimsssaw several pauraques and even better a Norénesaon
on the unpaved section of the coastal road bet®@eemnical and Quepos.

Dec. 2: Esquinas Rainforest Lodge

The next morning confirmed that we had made thiet digcision by going straight to Esquinas. Esquisas
little paradise with excellent birdwatching, a dgrzail system and very nice lodge facilities. Aftee hectic
preceding days, we decided to take it easy thedag. In the morning | walked the entrance rohd,Riverbed
trail and the Bird Trail. Common, but splendid spscsuch as bay-headed and golden-hooded tanageside
wren, spot-crowned euphonia and chestnut-mandiblechn were picked up. Less common highlights were
orange-collared manakin, dot-winged antwren, blackded antshrike and white-throated shrike-tanager.

Mammal densities at Esquinas are still comparatil@l as the area was heavily poached before #inec
protected. Mammals are starting to return thoudbs€to the lodge we saw coatis and on the trgisitss and
squirrels were seen quite regularly. Several catisg up to the size of ocelot have been seersidluings are
extremely rare. Night walks sometimes produce Kmksiand olingos according to the resident guidles.
pools along the entrance road hold a few smallrmedium-sized caimans, of which one caught a greeonh
leaving behind a distressed German couple andgrafttme green heron's partner that is).

Dec. 3: Morning at Esquinas - Transfer to Puerto Jnenez and the Carate/La Leona

| was out again at dawn and ran into a couple efgcurassows on the entrance road. Excellent Sttrer
noteworthy birds were orange-billed sparrow andg/lberowned hummingbird. After breakfast we walkéeé t
Ocelot and Waterbed trail and found yellow-bellfiggdatcher, red-crowned woodpecker, wedge-billed an
black-striped woodcreeper, white-crowned parrod, lbmnff-throated saltator among others. Around niben



lodge staff brought us to the ferry landing in @olfin Golfito harbour we saw willet, black-belligolover, and
ruddy turnstone. Scarlet macaws were a common sighe forest above the town. The ferry crossirapgpced
a few of the aptly named magnificent frigatebirds.

We arrived at the harbour in Puerto Jimenez ardupch where we met our guide from a local subcotdrac
called Ocarina Expeditions on the dock. We were toat we had to wait for another group that waarndve
with the next ferry. This was a bit unfortunatet still seemed OK and | was hoping to relax for twours and
do some casual birdwatching at the relatively bildgk area. We first headed to the restauranttoekie quay
for a lunch break and slowly the full story waseaaled by the guide: the next group would not omiyedto
Carate with us, they would be our company for tht ”Wlays despite the fact that we had booked atgrivwur.
We were also to find out that the lodge we had estpd for the first night was full, which meant gl to
camp. We don't mind camping at all, but not whemeamium price has been paid for a private tour teest
converted to a group tour.

When the next ferry finally arrived at about 3 ghe other group wasn'’t on it. It turned out thatytthad missed
the ferry, because their flight was delayed. I khimat the guide already knew this, because heowake phone
with his boss constantly and the taxi driver thatld take us to Carate had taken our backpacks wien
headed off for lunch. It seemed odd that the ghatin't bothered to let the guy come over with agghge
when the ferry was on its way. The guide kept dagpur departure but after another hour hangiogd on
the dock we insisted on going to Carate as it wr@ady 4.30 pm and he still couldn’t give a conslasanswer
on whether the other clients would actually stilihe or not. Reluctantly, he finally gave in anddeparted for
Carate. We arrived in pitch black at the beachana@, which guaranteed the added attraction distuwleep
river crossing in the dark at high tide. Otherwtsgas an easy hike on the beach to La Leona. Therdeard
that the other group now definitely would arriveelathat night. We relaxed a bit at the very nieelleona lodge
and a few hours later the other clients indeededrifour female hikers from Germany. They seensed a
surprised as we were when the guide unfolded his far the next days. The German women had booked a
different program (walk out via Los Patos statidn)t it was decided for them that they would doghme
program that we had booked. Unsurprisingly, theosphere during the group dinner with the guide veag
icy. However, the German women themselves luckibvpd to be very nice company.

Dec. 4: Corcovado national park - Hike to Sirena Bilogical Station

The next morning before breakfast | explored thepground area and the surrounding forest, but & wa
surprisingly quiet. However, my partner saw a coatik across the campsite only a few meters frosrtent
while | was out birding.

After breakfast we met the guide and the four Germamen at the ranger station in La Leona and aest
walking. The hike to Sirena biological station pedvo be easier than expected, but it does indludericky
river crossings (chest-deep in the middle of tkerrivhen we were there). The further away you gehf
Carate/La Leona, the better the forest gets. Umbaitely, our guide raced liked an idiot on our w@y.a Sirena
so options for bird- or mammalwatching were ratmaited, but still a decent number of birds werekgid up
along the beach including many royal terns, a feagi and elegant terns, laughing gull, little Bieeon,
tricolored heron, bare-throated tiger heron, ospsegrlet macaw, common black hawk and brown peliba
the forest | saw a female black-thoated trogon,ymrthe commoner tanager species, riverside wnehbest
of all I had very close views of a female goldemp&dwoodpecker while lagging behind the rest ofgftoeip.
On the beach at the forest edge we saw several tdegosaurs. Howler, spider and capuchin monkeys w
regularly seen.

On their website Ocarina advertise the trip we maslthe Corcovado Naturalist Trek guided maturalist
guide. The only positive thing | can say aboutdh&le is that he handled the two major river crugsin the
trip well and helped out when needed while crossiegriver. As a naturalist, he was useless. Hg stolpped
for very obvious animals that we would have seesa&ues anyway; he completely missed several smalle
mammals in the forest just because he was walkmgtao fast. He did not show any of the colourfolys,
interesting insects, etc. He almost never stoppedbifds, despite that | had told him that | wasrdwatcher,
but maybe it was for the better: even a clay-caonbin felt insulted and flew away when he caleg@én
antbird”.

Around 2.30-3 pm we arrived at Sirena biologicatish rather wet from the first afternoon rain. Tast two
kilometres | had put my bins in the backpack topkieem dry. Relaxing on the veranda | suddenly ad@line
emerge from the forest. The cat stood still onettige of the airstrip and was looking around. THenees



medium-sized, but compact and powerful. From tiétadce it looked unicoloured. Unfortunately, ourde
had seen the cat as well after a few seconds anédtshouting out loud "puma, puma, puma, pumaapu
puma, puma,..." as if he had just developed anssbs=compulsive disorder. | frantically dug up bigs from
the backpack as, coincidentally or not, the catstaded to trot across the airstrip when our ghiale started to
shout. | was lucky enough to get the cat in my liimnsabout 10 seconds and could see it was an tddie
ocelot was completely soaked from the rain antbiter half was completely reddish brown from thedmBut
the upper half showed the beautiful pattern ofdat. Incredible! Soon after this spectacle thevbrs opened
again and the torrential rain lasted until sun&ay spotlighting plans after dinner were cut sHmyrtmore rain
and we had to get up early anyway.

Dec. 5: Corcovado national park - Trails around Siena Biological Station

Some of us did a pre-dawn walk along the airstnigh @e found the resident female Baird's tapir \ittollar at
the far end of the airstrip. Overall, things weaither quiet though on this hike, both mammal- aindise.
Impressive were two 3.5-4 metre saltwater crocsdikethe mouth of the Rio Sirena.

As most people that stayed at Sirena yesterdagéaal a puma mother with two cubs in the Senderartesp
area, our guide wanted to try to see if they wéhetlsere. That prospect was interesting enougértdure him
for another morning hike after breakfast. Beforeedgng the forest, he ordered us to be very siguatl times if
we were to have any chance of seeing the pumasirphisingly, he was the first to start blaring iretforest.
We did not see the puma and | was not surprisedibaidn't, when later that day | heard at thedgjal
station from other visitors that yesterday onehefguides had managed to position himself andlibets
between the cubs and the mother. Of course, the pnother had taken offence and had left the area.

The remainder of the morning hike produced (maih&/sound of) a group of white-lipped peccariefing
through the undergrowth, but | managed to see matigidual well. They also did their impressive tegtinding
show. Best sighting for me was a group of squimehkeys. However, our guide himself provided anothe
unexpected highlight to round off the morning: whesran into another tourist (who was accompanied b
volunteer from Sirena biological station), our guaksumed that the man was walking off-trail inghek
without a permit. Without exactly asking what hapened, he started ranting and shouting at thisima
verbally extremely aggressive way. Our guide jumipefdont of him and told him that he personallywia
make sure that the guy would be expelled from tim&.pVhen | later talked to the guy, it turned that he
actually did nothing wrong and was allowed to beerghhe was. After the incident our guide gave g l@mt on
the way back to the biological station about homsiltée tourists were and how they destroyed evéngln the
park, etc., etc. So much for job satisfaction.

It may come as a surprise to some readers, butidelt to go out on my own for the rest of the diyis proved
to be a lot more productive. Several large mixedkt were seen, but relatively few new species sees
(russet antshrike, ruddy-tailed flycatcher, whitewldered tanager, rose-throated becard, maskea ¢éihd
pale-billed woodpecker). Still, sorting out the sjgs in the flocks was as always good fun. Vergmi@as a
second encounter with a group of squirrel monkéygap in the canopy forced them down to the youeg-n
growth trees, which allowed stunning close-up viéwsortunately | didn’t take the camera). Latesafibon
brought some heavy showers again, but less ineem$@ersistent than yesterday. My wife joined tithe
German ladies on the afternoon hike with the gtide natural swimming pool, but unsurprisingly thets
disappointing, especially when the guide thoughtas an invitation to watch when the ladies tola kinat they
wanted to put on their swim suits.

In the evening a Belgian tourist showed me a péctfrhalf a tail and part of the hindquarters shady/pale-
rufous-coloured cat, which must have been a pumeéybe jaguarundi). The picture was taken at Wengpy
area at the end of the airstrip. Unfortunately,wbgetation was too high, which had prevented bettsvs and
pictures.

Since heavy rain after dark discouraged me agaiio tany spotlighting, | had a chat with some otberists
including a Dutch couple, who were also interesteloirds and mammals, a wildlife photographer ar@imvss
wildlife enthusiast with a special interest in flens and butterflies. All of them had booked thep through a
local agency and all of them had experienced vagrgioblems (private tours turned into group touithewt
any form of compensation, program and accommodatamges based on nothing, guides that are basicall
only trekking guides (not naturalists), out-of-nam surcharges, etc.). Although good guides/corsgasgem
to exist (my brother had an excellent local guideva years back), many of the tourism businessei e



around Corcovado/Osa Peninsula seem rather unpiorfieéd and greatly overpriced for what they offer,
especially in comparison with the generally goahdards | experienced in the rest of the country.

Dec. 6: Corcovado national park - Hike back to La leona

In the morning | explored the area around the lgjickal station. Scarlet macaws and mealy parrote wkmtiful
and a squadron of black vultures was drying théige on the grassy airstrip only a short distamemfthe
balcony of the biological station. Several agoutise seen along the forest edge around the st&tiben we
started the return hike to La Leona, our groupamather group discovered very fresh puma tracksliadd
cubs) on the Sendera Los Naranjos. The puma mbétetransferred the cubs a few kilometres in ahsout
westerly direction. The guide from the other greajd that he had heard the mother deeper in tlestfdyut
neither they nor we managed to get views of the. @dte walk back was rather uneventful, but tunnea
decent number of coastal birds including two nepvticks, whimbrel and semipalmated plover.

Around 2 pm we arrived at La Leona lodge where weawinally relieved of our guide, who continued to
Carate with the German ladies to bring them to u#imenez. The stay at La Leona was lovely (weagot
upgrade to stay in their luxury tents, very nide)the afternoon | explored the area around thgdotflonkeys
were rather common with capuchin, spider and homlenkeys regularly seen, although seemingly in lenal
groups than around La Sirena (typically small gsoap2-4 animals). Birding, however, was surpriging
uneventful. Most noteworthy was a short-tailed haldt showed up shortly above the lodge and theretu
back in the direction of Carate.

Dec. 7: Transfer back to Esquinas Rainforest Lodge

In the morning | walked the lodge area again and hmanaged to find a small feeding flock on atfng tree.
Birds included blue dacnis, red-legged honeycreeqaprirrel cuckoo, bananaquit, short-billed pigesnmd
Cherrie's tanager. In the understorey | had goedwiof a male chestnut-backed antbird. The drivk ba
Puerto Jimenez was unfortunately uneventful (hgstisg grey-necked wood-rail), particularly whee Wweard
from our driver that he had seen a jaguar crossahe yersterday afternoon. The ferry back to Golfroduced
good numbers of magnificent frigatebirds and brdenbies.

Back at Esquinas things started out very well witouple of the gorgeous Baird's trogon in a tygeosite the
car parking. Two summer tanagers in full plumageevaedelight to see. | ran into a friendly groupAnfierican
birdwatchers and while sorting out a medium-sidedkfin a fruiting tree, their leader confirmed tidentity of
two more difficult species: paltry tyrannulet aaavhy-crowned greenlet.

A night walk with two of the local guides and thmather tourists was excellent for frogs, snakeslesp and
odd insects, but an American woman who claimeckta biologist, kept chattering about herself, thus
effectively killing any opportunity to see mammals.

Dec. 8: Esquinas Rainforest Lodge

Around dawn | explored the entrance road and th&ekiad and Bird trails. A roosting white hawk amdsted
guan were the most exciting sightings. Furthermamneagouti, belted and ringed kingfisher, femateetdacnis,
several hermits, streak-headed woodcreeper, oreanigaed parakeet and chestnut-backed antbird veenmre s



After breakfast we walked half of the Fila Trailcatie first bit of the Valle Bonito Trail. From tlspot where |
had seen the single white hawk, four of them haal ledt their roosts and started spiralling upwai@eeat
sight. A close view of a couple of red-capped mamakn the Valle Bonito trail was superb. Otherwiseveral
good mixed flocks with 10-15 species each were geduading our only black-cheeked ant-tanagerss@he
point | had fleeting glimpses of a large greenfyelsh bird feeding on fruits; this must almost aarty have
been a female three-wattled bellbird, but viewseaten short and partly obscured by vegetation tsue.

Because of the enjoyable morning we walked patt@fFila trail and Valle Bonito trail again, but \wecended
this time via the lush Ocelot trail, where two atiwwere seen. In the afternoon there were sehemly
showers. We surprised a covey of marbled wood-gtéding (seemingly) from the rain under a largg lo
Otherwise, it was very quiet, but two female g@atssows were seen on the descent back to the.lodg

A nightly spotlighting session on my own was ratheproductive. Only insects, spiders and the oocasifrog
were seen.

Dec. 9: Transfer to San Gerardo de Dota valley - Sagre Lodge

On our last morning at Esquinas | went out alorfereebreakfast to check out the other half of tiie Frail. |
did not get very far, because the place was paekitcbirds. First, two rufous-tailed jacamars wheard and
then seen. A black-throated trogon was heard,thyed out of sight. On the edge of the reserveriagad to
see two rare birds: American redstart and Westerager. Both were seen very well (details in isp | tried to
discuss the sightings with the local guides, beytiveren’'t around that morning and we left Esquintey that
morning). A small brown snake could not be ideadlfas it slithered away too fast. The magic wasréan
over. Within 15 minutes | saw red-capped and orargdi@ared manakin, black-throated trogon, blue d@&cn
long-billed gnatwren, violet-crowned woodnymph anddy quail-dove among others. After breakfast my
partner joined and we went back: things were mugatgr now, but both manakins were still around.

Around lunchtime we made the transfer to the Sara@e de Dota/Savegre valley. The drive was quite
productive with black-chested hawk, grey-headeddan streaked saltator and best of all fiery-Bikeacari.
The late afternoon at Savegre was spent in theelgdgunds mostly seeing common birds (slaty flovezger,
yellowish flycatcher, common bush tanager, collaesbtart, ruddy treerunner, etc.) and lots of hensnat the
feeders. At sunset | saw the spectacular silhooétiemale Quetzal flying right over our chalet.

Dec. 10-11: Savegre Lodge

During our stay here we walked all the lodge'dgrand they were all worth exploring for birds dacest
scenery. Birding on the trails was typically relaty slow, although usually a few good flocks weneountered
on each of them. With the relative lack of abuntjacloured Neotropical species in Savegre’s clfmrdst
habitat, it was nice that the north-american mitgadded a splash of colour: flame-throated warbleck-



throated green warbler, golden-winged warbler, @ils warbler, and Baltimore oriole were some ofhires
seen. Resident birds seen included sooty-cappéddthnager, large-footed finch, chestnut-cappedtbfingh,
yellow-thighed finch, and gray-breasted wood-wren.

The lodge gardens and especially the main roddkivalley were often much birdier and the birdiresw
generally easier, because the open deforestedsspthoeed the effective use of telescopes. The mwad was
definitely the best place to see quetzals when am\there. However, to see them at close quartésitéo one
of the quetzal miradores along the road is recond®@nT here are two, miradores 2 and 3 km, respgtiv
upstream from the lodge. Entry is 1-2 USD per perga both of them we saw one or two females araliaB-
7 males, sometimes 5-6 birds at once. On one ofvalks up to the miradores we were lucky to semrr@mt
tyrannulet feeding along the river.

On the morning of the fwe hired a guide through the lodge. We were joimedhe tour by a friendly French
couple. Though not cheap at 35 USD per persomchttie guide was well worth the money as he shavged
many good birds. Some highlights were a stunning malden-browed chlorophonia, long-tailed silky
flycatcher, flame-coloured tanager, fiery-throaéed volcano hummingbird, dark pewee, rufous-browed
peppershrike, many flycatchers and resplendentzgliedurprisingly, we could not find a single entéra
toucanet. Later in the afternoon, the French biedet | joined up to give our spouses a well-deskrest from
birdwatching. We walked the Il Jilguero trail armihd several collared trogons, black-faced soditditack
phoebe, black-thighed grosbeak and a group of $gageked tanagers.

Dec. 12: Morning Savegre - afternoon back to San 3e - Colonial Hotel.

On our last morning in Savegre we decided to wadkdquite steep Los Robles trail. The trail gainess
hundred meters in altitude, but is easy to follaw an enjoyable hike through beautiful forest. Bigdwas
relatively slow. Flocks were usually relatively dhand only the commoner species were seen. Ohittest
saddle of the trail | heard silvery-throated jayghhup in the canopy. | was looking towards the, sunl could
only get fleeting glimpses of their silhouettes.naging. On our way down along the La Quebrada tnaih
into an ochraceous pewee who seemed just as stasrledas. The bird landed on a dead tree stumpafdw
meters away from me. On this trail | also had geiedvs of tufted flycatcher and black-thighed grashe

The transfer back to San Jose was uneventful. &mitself is ugly, boring, and quite a nightmareltive: its
most redeeming feature was the wealth of restasirant

Dec. 13: Drive to La Selva

After a very underwhelming breakfast at hotel Ca@ba representative of Sixt brought us our reasal a dinky
toy 4x4 called Daihatsu Be-Go. | think we could éalviven most of the roads by 2WD but in Monteverae
used the 4x4 drive a few times, because some gbtds were very steep and/or slippery.

We had gotten up very early to avoid peak houran $ose. This was a good decision and surprisimgly
managed to leave the city without taking a wronmg tff once. The drive to La Selva involved abduee or
four near-lethal accidents with trucks, but waseothse straightforward. In general, most peoplén\ait
"normal” car in Costa Rica drive probably more Bafiean the average driver in my hometown. Thingsdme
different when they drive a bus, truck or a SUVhaitinded windows: drivers of these vehicles seem t
consider any backcountry road as a private siregle.IThe drive to La Selva took us about 2 hoursas very
rainy when we arrived, but after lunch it changexif rain to showers and they were rarely that batiwe had
to stop completely. A perched blue-headed parréoint of our chalet was a good start. Bird acfividemained
quite good, especially when the showers stopped fehile. A largish and very loose bird wave néur t
suspension bridge held white-collared and whitéedimanakins, several woodcreepers, slaty-taitegbim, five
tanager species, and olive-backed euphonias antbegsoAlong the entrance road, pale-billed anctrha-
coloured woodpeckers, blue dacnis, grey-throategdaaca, black-faced grosbeak and yellow-throaites v
were seen. Since our accommodation was about Tdamthe restaurant area, dinner always involvedilt-in
night walk. Unfortunately, it rained this eveningdaapart from a few large toads and frogs nothiag gseen.

Dec. 14: La Selva
The next morning we made a morning excursion wigluide and she was very good: things started oflyi

with a two-toed sloth and a stake-out for gianbpoflToday was sunny and warmer and there was @ctivi
everywhere almost non-stop right up to lunchtimethle botanical garden area, it was very busy laithe



flocks of Neotropical goodies: honeycreepers, ds®s, tanagers, euphonias, and woodcreepers \wveslal
represented. Crimson-fronted parakeet and barnedkget were seen as well. Two sightings of theljobkie-
jeans frog was one of the highlights.

We then walked the CCC trail seeing several snralligs of collared peccaries. While we were lookahthe
infamous bullet ants and a Caligo butterfly, a $rmpadup of spider monkeys came racing through treopy.
We turned back and had only walked a few tens déragwhen we ran into a displaying male red-capped
manakin. The bird showed its incredible moonwal# &iing beating display. Absolutely spectacular. We
headed back for lunch seeing more peccaries, agand several good birds.

The guide had told us that green-and-black poisohftbg could be seen if we would walk deeper hi®
forest along the STR trail. | thought that our atemwould be slim, but after lunch we walked th&Sil for
about 2-2.5 km. After searching for a while we gape but amazingly we found one right next to théhmon
our way back. The bright green colour is just iddoee. Absolutely superb animals. Elated we lefi an our
way back we also saw a great tinamou, a pair ofgtigly quail doves, and a group of twelve coatis.
When we returned from the forest to relax a biuatbthe restaurant, it turned out that a ratheeldlock was
foraging around the restaurant. On a dead treeppi#tirds and black-crowned tityras were seen. té/hi
crowned parrots were feeding at eye level. A brigimped attila was singing from the forest edge famally a
couple of shining honeycreepers was seen wellaf mow late afternoon and activity had been almost
unrelenting. On my way back to the chalets | saavaimazing display of two white-collared manakinsowlid
a synchronized performance jumping back and fonttow vines. Luckily the last hour before dark was
relatively quiet allowing a much needed break. figt walk after dinner unfortunately produced magh
again.

Dec. 15: Morning La Selva - afternoon La Fortuna

Our last morning at La Selva we decided to havéhamdook around the botanical garden area and amdither
trail in the forest. Weather was bright and sutig. walked to the botanical garden area after besakThings
started well with a perched adult semiplumbeouskand red-lored parrot. On the branches of a desdaiong
the forest edge, birds were constantly landingtakihg off, but they were mostly toucans, aracand
Baltimore orioles. Just when we were about to c&j my partner casually said: what are these wtihibgs
there in the dead tree? White things? | first labtgough my bins and couldn't believe it: five syacotingas



had landed. | rushed to see them through the smogheould identify two male, two female and an intuma
snowy cotinga. As | feared that the birds woulddff/any second, we kept looking through the scdyot they
stayed for about 5 minutes. In all the excitemeatmpletely forgot to take a picture. Oh well. \Gntinued
through the garden area adding white-vented eupkoni

We then walked the CES trail. Bird activity wadiadly moderate, but when | was chasing after diskg
wren-like bird, | suddenly saw a small flock feeglion a fruiting tree in a rather open spot in theét. | saw a
jackdaw-sized bird feeding on the fruits, but itsdargely obscured. By walking back and forth kfly found
an open spot and | was looking at a female barketeambrellabird. Brilliant!! A bit deeper in therest two
researchers showed us a male white-ruffed manakirademale red-capped manakin that they had cavitit
nets that morning. On our way out via the STR trvad saw a pair of olive-backed quail-doves feeigttyu
along the edge of the trail.

Around noon we departed for La Fortuna. The drias wneventful. At the Lomas del Volcan lodge, Inigdi
was slower-paced, which was a welcome relief frbenttigh-intensity birding at La Selva. Best birdsveagray
hawk that perched on a bare tree in the gardea Vdrile.

Dec. 16: Daytrip to Los Chiles and Cano Negro/Riotfio

Despite the rainy weather we set off with our guade two single female American travellers, whoevgood
company and one of them was a birdwatcher. Ouregiwithed out to be a friendly and knowledgeable ging
relentless rain of the last few weeks had madevdter levels rise a few meters, not ideal for wiaigh
waterbirds along the Rio Frio. Despite the rain,pieked up yellow-crowned night heron, bat falclaughing
falcon, great potoo, green and Amazon kingfishée Waterbirds were present in low numbers as eggduit
we still saw a few limpkin, white ibis and abou8%pecies of heron. Three wood storks were only seélight.
A solitary sandpiper was the only wader seen.

Mammal sightings were good too with both two-toed three-toed sloth, the omnipresent howler monkays
shy spider monkey, but sighting of the day wassatadua feeding high up in a tree along the rivgee®Green
iguanas were very common. The Jesus Christ liazedls present as well, but less common. Only onegaune



was seen racing over the water for a few seconds when we were about to debark in Los Chilesaautiiel
black-collared hawk flew over the boat.

Afternoon birding around the lodge produced a palvay wrens, a male black-cowled oriole and adtad
woodpecker among others.

Dec. 17: Drive to Monteverde

The drive up to Monteverde produced surprisinghieliof interest; best were crested caracara anuson-
fronted parakeet.

We arrived at the Cloud Forest Lodge around noahbémied from the veranda and saw our only emerald
toucanets of the trip! In the lodge garden we samtlzer tame coati that seemed to be searchirgfeasy
meal. Later we explored the trails around the lod@mod sightings were white-eared sparrow, orarajked
trogon, a variety of hummers, and Chiriqui quail«dowhich was very shy but seen quite well fromsdaghce.
A group of about ten capuchin monkeys was seeloa¢ cange.

A stop at Stella's bakery in town produced yelltmoated euphonias, blue-crowned motmot and a fenniners
but little else. The large tree behind the baketfpriunately had stopped fruiting.

A night walk on the lodge’s trails only producedagouti.
Dec. 18: Morning Santa Elena - afternoon Monteverde

This morning we visited the Santa Elena reservehamed Johnny, the local bird expert. He is a fillgrguy and
very good. Highly recommended. It rained all teetiduring the hike and the wind was quite strongels So
sightings were relatively disappointing: the bipsialties of the area did not show. Most of theenegular
birds of the region were all seen though, but ugumedt in the greatest light conditions. Most rekale were
chestnut-capped brush-finch and brown-billed sdyithéut both would typically fly away just wherhiad
focused my bins on them. Even more frustrating thasvery short sighting of the only prong-billed
barbet.....and from behind. Sigh. Neverthelessmaraged to get a superb sighting of a long-tailedsgl only
a few meters away from us in dense vegetationliefifédranches right at the information centre.

We decided to descend to lower elevations in theehbe rain would become less heavy and this wieseiththe
case. It was actually sunny when we arrived aMbateverde reserve. Birding was ok with red-fronted
spinetail, spotted barbtail, ruddy treerunner, é@dtvecard, ruddy-capped and slaty-breasted nighértgrush,
mountain robin, both redstarts, three-streaked grbtc. In a gap in the forest where some loshies carried
fruits, a decent flock descended down to eye-léMeis resulted in amazingly close views of the hbiaily
coloured spangle-cheeked tanagers. Mammalwiseghiege quiet, we only saw two agoutis and a few
squirrels, and managed to miss a white-tailed dgexr few seconds.

Late afternoon we decided to drive to the Sanabuaciologica (formerly the Finca Ecologica) to sdeether it
was open. We had a slightly chaotic discussion tighowner and resident guide, but indicated tfeatvanted
to come back tomorrow at 7 am. Moderate rain jtet @ark made me skip a spotlighting session.




Dec. 19: Morning Sanctuario Ecologico - Back to Sadose

When we arrived at the reserve, it looked like guide would not show up. Just when we were abosetoff
by ourvelves, he appeared 20 minutes late. Theeguab a friendly and knowledgeable guy, but alseexely
chatty, a bit too much for our tastes. It detra@ed he seemed not that inspired this morning.hEtiétat is
much drier here and looked interesting, but thdibg was extremely slow. The weather was sunnydity
windy, which may have affected the acivity. A ntagk was a couple of rufous-and-white wrens. Weenar
particular looking for long-tailed manakin and af#e5 hours it seemed that we would have to leavety
handed. However, as we were already on our way toettle car, we suddenly ran into a small mixedKlthat
also contained a male long-tailed manakin. Thenftig manakin perched on a vine that was hanging thee
trail allowing excellent views. Mammalwise it wasrfy quiet too with a few capuchin monkeys and teatis.
According to the guide, ocelot is not that uncomraad seen about once a month.

Around noon we drove back to San Jose stoppingafiyv times for drinks and some shopping. In Sme ve
had a nice meal at the excellent restaurant onppesite side of the road of our hotel.

Dec. 20: Flight back to the Netherlands

The flight back to Atlanta was relatively enteriain a few teenage "dudes” from Scandinavia, whesrage
camp stay of several months in Costa Rica had efdetobviously been drinking before going on tlane.
During the flight one of them became paler andp&lée were sitting in the back next to the toiletid heard
the stewardess say: “Sir, are you Ok?” We lookedsscour shoulder and the guy passed out anddeihan
the floor like a log. After a few panicky momertise classic announcement was made: "Is there acroedhe
plane?" It turned out that the bloke had alcohdd@aing. We were then prioritized for immediatedany by the
tower in Atalanta. We basically nose-dived to theway and arrived 20 minutes ahead of schedulep¢ lthe
kid had a good insurance. On the flight acrossAttemntic, things were quiet again and we had ty ol the
entertainment system provided by Delta.

Index Trip List

CANE = Cano Negro/Rio Frio area

CFL = Monteverde Cloudforest Lodge

COR = Corcovado national park, i.e., Carate, Larlzearea and the trail network around Sirena rastg¢ion
ESQ = Esquinas lodge grounds and trails

LDV = Lomas del Volcan

MOCFR = Monteverde Cloudforest Reserve

MON = Monteverde “urban” area

MOSE = Monteverde Sanctuario Ecologico (a.k.a. &igcologica)
SAV = Savegre lodge grounds and trails

SECFR = Santa Elena Cloudforest Reserve

SGDD = San Gerardo de Dota valley/road, but noe§eerlodge




Mammal list

White-lined Sac-winged B&accopteryx bilineata about 20-25 above the refrigerator at ESQ

Long-nosed BaRhynconycteris nase several groups roosting at CANE, a small grdapgng under the
veranda roof of our chalet in ESQ

Tent-making BatJroderma bilobatum? one group at La Selva

Short-tailed Fruit ba€arollia perspicillata- on night walk ESQ

Brown-throated Three-toed SloBradypus variegatusonly one male at CANE

Hoffmann's Two-toed Slot@holoepus hoffmannitwo at La Selva and one at CANE

Tamandua/Collared Anteat€amandua mexicarane feeding high up in a tree at CANE

Mantled howler monkeylouatta palliata- common at COR and CANE

White-throated Capuchin Monke&3ebus capuchinuscommon at COR (also around La Leona), two gra@ips
CFL, one small group at MOSE

Central American Spider Monketeles geoffroyi common at COR (also around La Leona), aboutt TTF4,
one at CANE, small group at La Selva

Central American Squirrel Monke§aimiri oerstedir seen only twice (groups of 7-8) at COR

Long-tailed Weasdllustela frenata one at the entrance of SECFR

White-nosed Coaftlasua narica one at CFL, one on the campsite at La Leona &aBtation, a group of 12 at
La Selva, one between Golfito and ESQ and three tames near the dam at Arenal lake

Northern RacooProcyon lotor- one at night between Quepos and Dominical omdhd section that is still
unpaved

[PumaFelis concolor- not seen by us, but most tourists present hawl aed photographed a female with two
cubs in COR on Dec. 4. The pumas were still arasdery fresh tracks were seen regularly, but #éte ¢
weren't seen by us or other people the next days]

OcelotFelis pardalis- one seen from Sirena ranger station when itses$he grassy airstrip

Collared Peccaryayassu tajacd common at La Selva, both in the botanical gaaea and the forest
White-lipped Peccaryayassu pecar one seen and many heard (and barely seen) gighiough the forest at
COR.

Baird’s TapirTapirus Bairdii- one female with a collar at the end of the dpsit Sirena

Red-tailed Squirrebciurus granatensisa few at ESQ

Variegated Squirrébciurus variegatoides1-2 daily in the Monteverde area including CFL

Alfaro’s Pygmy SquirreMicrosciurus alfari— one at MOSE, one at CFL

Central American AgoutDasyprocta punctataat least 2-3 daily at COR, 1-2 daily at ESQ, ah€FL, a few
in MOCFR

Bird list

Great Tinamou Tinamus major — one in COR on thel&enEspanel, one behind the library and one o5t
trail in La Selva.

Little TinamouCrypturellus soui- heard several times at COR and ESQ, one sethedrio Claro trail in COR
and one seen at ESQ on the Fila trail.

Brown PelicarPelecanus occidentalis common in the whole Golfo Dulce area and COR



Brown BoobySula leucogaster about 10 birds in the Golfo Dulce seen fromferey between Golfito and
Puerto Jimenez, an immature bird stranded on thetbat COR seemed to be sick and/or wounded, se#brob
December 4 and 6.

Neotropical CormorarfPhalacrocorax brasilianus- common along the coast and major rivers
AnhingaAnhinga anhinga- common at CANE

Magnificent Frigatebird-regata magnificens a few seen on the ferry from Golfito to Pueitoehez, 5-10
daily along the coast at COR.

Bare-throated Tiger-Herofigrisoma mexicanurs a few at COR, one at CANE

Yellow-crowned Night-Heromyctanassa Violacea two seen at CANE

Cattle EgreBubulcus ibis- very common in wetlands and cultivated areas

Green HeromButorides virescens a few at ESQ, of which one got eaten by a cairAtso seen at CANE, COR
and La Selva.

Little Blue HeronEgretta caerulea- daily 1-2 at COR along the coast or river moughat CANE.

Tricolored HerorEgretta tricolour— two seen at COR along the coast near river nsouth

Snowy Egre€Egretta thula- quite regular in the whole Golfo Dulce area &@R, common in CANE.

Great EgrefArdea albus- quite common in most places, especially CANE.

Great Blue Herordea herodias- two at COR, one at CANE.

Wood StorkMycteria Americana three in flight overhead at CANE and also threlight at La Selva
following the Sarapiqui river inland.

Green IbisMesembrinibis cayennensistwo sightings (three and one bird(s)) at La 8aiithe marshy meadow
near the entrance gate, one seen well at CANE

White IbisEudocimus albus only about 10-15 at CANE, also fairly commonvietn Carate and Puerto
Jimenez

Turkey VultureCathartes aura- very common

Black VultureCoragyps atratus- very common

OspreyPandion haliaetus- at least two different ones at COR, two togetie8AV lodge

Double-toothed KitdHarpagus bidentatus one juvenile seen from the suspension bridge &elva
White-tailed KiteElanus leucurus one seen on the outskirts of San Jose

Plumbeous Kitdctinia plumbea- 1-2 seen daily at COR

[Tiny Hawk Accipiter superciliosus- heard only (identified by our guide) at La S¢lva

Crane HawkGeranospiza caerulescearsone along the road near Muelle

Barred/Black-chested Hawleucopternis princeps one flying over at LDV lodge, one near Tillayame at
ESQ

Semiplumbeous Hawkeucopternis semiplumbeaSmashing views of a single adult bird perched free in
the botanical gardens in La Selva

White HawkLeucopternis albicollis- a single bird was seen through the scope afich Kimerican birdwatching
party at ESQ. After breakfast we got outstandireyws of four birds emerging from the forest clos¢h®
Riverbed trail and spiralling up the thermals.

Gray HawkAsturina nitidus— one perched in a tree in the garden of LDV lodge

Common Black-Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus — venywemn bird at COR/La Leona

Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis - an &diying over the harbour in Los Chiles

Roadside Hawk Buteo magnirostris — an adult atéstaurant in Los Chiles

Red-tailed HawlButeo jamaicensis most likely the same bird was seen on two cangerdays at SAV
Crested CaracaiRolyborus plancus- a single bird between Tillaran and Santa Elena

Yellow-headed Caracaidilvago chimachima- quite regular at COR, two seen along the coast Esquinas to
Dominical

Laughing FalcorHerpetotheres cachinnanstwo birds seen at CANE, one at the restaurabbChiles

Bat FalcorFalco rufigularis— good views of two adult birds perched at CANE

Gray-headed Chachala€atalis cinereiceps- a single bird seen along the entrance road Selea

Crested GuaPenelope purpurascengjuite common in La Selva, also 4 birds at E®@®« in the lodge
grounds and one in a large fruiting tree oppositeentrance gate.

Black GuanChamaepetes unicoler quite common in the MOCFR and SECFR, also 3shirmithe CFL trails
Great CurassoWrax rubra— a pair at the parking lot at ESQ, a male andfemmales on the Fila trail at ESQ, a
male at La Selva in the botanical garden area,la atdhe CCC trail and a male and two females@RC
Marbled Wood-QuaiDdontophorus gujanensiswe surprised a group of 6 birds who were hidarghe rain
under a fallen log on the Ocelot/Fila trail intertsen at ESQ

Limpkin Aramus guarauna only 4-5 birds at CANE

Gray-necked Wood-Ra#flramides cajanea one in the gardens of ESQ lodge, one crossimgaad between
Puerto Jimenez and Carate, two on the CFL trails

American Coofulica Americana- one in a pool near Tillaran



Northern Jacana Jacana spinosa — seen at moshsitétable habitat

Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola — a sinird in the harbour of Puerto Jimenez

Wilson's Plover Charadrius wilsonia — two at COR

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus — single birds and sgnalips were seen all along the coast at COR, tGalfid
Puerto Jimenez.

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes — a few seen@RGnd Puerto Jimenez

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria — a few see@@R and Puerto Jimenez

Willet Catoptrophorus semipalmatus — a single hirolfito harbour

Spotted Sandpipekctitis macularia— daily a few at COR, one at CANE, one at La Selva

Wandering TattleHeteroscelus incanusone at COR

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres — small grongdé harbours of Golfito and Puerto Jimenez
Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus - twodsi at Puerto Jimenez

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla- a few at CORI &uerto Jimenez

Laughing Gull Larus atricilla — only seen along ttmast at COR and in the Golfo Dulce

Black TernChlidonias niger a single bird perched at Puerto Jimenez

Least TerrSterna antillarum- about 3-4 along the coast at COR

Royal TernSterna maxima common along the coast at COR

Sandwich TerrSterna sandvicensisquite common along the coast at COR

Elegant TerrSterna elegans a few along the coast at COR, seen quite ctdsarly smaller than royal tern
Rock DoveColumba livia— feral birds

Band-tailed Pigeofolumba fasciata- several daily at SAV/SGDD valley

Pale-vented Piged@iolumba cayennensisseen at ESQ in the agricultural area

Red-billed PigeorColumba flavirostris- one along the Panamerican Highway in the CeXfailiéy area
Short-billed PigeofPatagioenas nigrirostris- one seen at COR

White-winged Dove&Zenaida asiatica- seen quite often along the Pan-American highmetween Monteverde
and San Jose

Common Ground-Dov€olumbina passerina a few at ESQ

Ruddy Ground-Dov€olumbina talpacoti- seen at ESQ, La Selva, CANE and common in ai#iy areas
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi — quite commad CFL and seen en route

Gray-headed Dove Leptotila rufaxilla — a few at GAN

Gray-chested Dove Leptotila cassinii — seen at H&(Eelva and MOSE

Chiriqui Quail-Dove Geotrygon chiriquensis — onetba trails at CFL lodge, very shy.

Olive-backed Quail-Dove Geotrygon veraguensis aiageen well at La Selva on the STR trail.

Ruddy Quail-Dove Geotrygon montana — a pair seetheffrila trail at ESQ and a pair at La Selva, vathe
shy and hard to track.

Scarlet Macaw Ara macao - common at COR, Golfitd Buerto Jimenez

Great Green Macaw Ara ambigua — poor views twicsirigle birds flying just above the canopy along th
Puerto Viejo river

Crimson-fronted Parakeet Aratinga finschi — on¢imgsn a bare tree around the botanical gardehs &elva,
a small group in flight near Arenal lake

Sulfur-winged Parakeet Pyrrhura hoffmanni — smadugs of 5-10 birds were seen three times at SAV
Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis — se&8Q, CANE, LDV and the lower slopes of the
Monteverde-Tillaran road. Mostly flight views only.

White-crowned Parrot Pionus senilis — common aSkbva and Monteverde area, also at COR, LDV and EAN
Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus — a singldrbabare tree opposite our bungalows at La Selva
Red-Lored Parrot Amazona autumnalis — a small gedua Selva

Mealy Parrot Amazona farinose — daily seen at COdRla Selva. Mostly flight views only.

Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana — one bird at ES(herRiverbed Trail, two birds at CANE, one at La hap
one at CFL

Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani - surprisingly yohe seen on the way from from ESQ to SAV.

Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis — one shown by thdegat a stake-out in La Selva, one seen at CAN&bgbly
a stake-out as well)

Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis — commonly seenlaatd at night between Puerto Jimenez and Carate.
Black Swift Cypseloides niger — quite common at C@Ro a few at La Selva

Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi — several around SAV

Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris — quaenmon at La Selva

White-collared Swift — an impressive group of abb0® birds was seen SAV, small numbers at Monteverd
Bronzy Hermit Glaucis aenea — quite common at EBQGOR

Long-tailed Hermit Phaethornis superciliosus — camrat ESQ

Green HermiPhaethornis guy- low numbers at SECFR and MOCFR, a pair at CFL



Little Hermit Phaethornis longuemareusseveral seen at ESQ

Band-tailed Barbthroat or Band-tailed Heritrenetes rucker A few at ESQ

Violet Sabrewing Campylopterus hemileucurus — cominahe Monteverde area

White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora — a fanets seen at ESQ

Green Violetear Colibri thalassinus - very commbB8AYV and Monteverde area

Canivet's/Forktailed Emerald Chlorostilbon canivetbne at Mose, relatively poor views

Violet-crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica — ome seen on the Fila trail at ESQ
Fiery-throated Hummingbird Panterpe insignis — aloemg SGDD road, shortly showing its rainbow-cotbre
throat patch

Charming or Beryl-crowned Hummingbird Amazilia dexe- a few times seen at ESQ

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl — mostranon hummer, seen at most sites visited
Striped-tailed Hummingbird Eupherusa eximia — on€FkL lodge

Coppery-headed Emerald Elvira cupreiceps — se€fbt SECFR and MOCFR

Red-footed Plumeleteer Chalybura urochrysia - glsihird at La Selva in the botanical gardens
Purple-throated Mountain-gem Lampornis calolaemae-at CFL, two at SECFR

Grey-tailed Mountain-gerhampornis cinereicaudaa few at SAV (some lump this species under White-
throated Mountain-gem Lampornis castaneoventris)

Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula— one & theders in SAV and one on La Quebrada trail &t SA
Magnificent Hummingbird Eugenes fulgens — commothatfeeders at SAV

Magenta-throated Woodstar Calliphlox bryantae -y éwb seen at MOCFR

Scintillant Hummingbird Selasphorus scintilla -eavfseen at SAV feeders and SGDD road

Volcano Hummingbird Selasphorus flammula — surpghi easy to see at SAV/SGDD

Resplendent Quetzal Pharomachrus mocinno — cripplews of a total of 8 males and 4 females at
SAV/SGDD. The best place to see these birds armtfaores at 2 and 3 km uphill (towards Cerroae |
Muerte) from SAV lodge. | also saw single male bitdice on the SAV lodge grounds.

Slaty-tailed Trogon Trogon Massena — easy to ska &elva , especially on the Arierra-Zompopa traikso
one male at CANE

Baird's Trogon Trogon bairdii - excellent viewsao€ouple in a tree around the parking lot at ESQ

Collared Trogon Trogon collaris — excellent viewsveo different males along the SGDD road. Two reaed
one female on the Jilguero trail at SAV.

Orange-bellied Trogon Trogon aurantiiventris — Alerat SECFR and another male at CFL. A couple at La
Selva.

Black-throated Trogon Trogon rufus — a female amdiitimg/sub-ad? male at ESQ, a female was sedwedta

Selva entrance road and a male at CANE.

Violaceous Trogon Trogon violaceus - two femalesenseen at COR, a couple at La Selva on the Arierra

Zompopa trail and another pair at the entrancesiiselva.

Ringed Kingfisher Ceryle torquata — a female at ESQ

Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon — only seen at EBQh male and female.

Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona — abouts&d-CANE



Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle Americana — about & CANE

Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii — two seen aSkdva on the CCC trall

Blue-crowned Motmot Momotus momota — 1-3 daily & also at CFL, MOSE, Stella’s Bakery and La Selva
Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda — one erville Bonito trail and two on the Fila trail ab8, one at
La Selva

Pied Puffbird Bucco tectus — a pair in a tree be:tire reception building at La Selva

[Prong-billed Barbet Semnornis frantzii — very peaws of one at SECFR]

Emerald Toucanet Aulacorhynchus prasinus — onlgeh st CFL, surprisingly none seen at the Monteerd
reserves or in SGDD valley

Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus — commadra&elva

Fiery-billed Aracari Pteroglossus frantzii — thigeds in a remnant forest patch in hilly countryjnvaeen
Dominical and Cerro de la Muerte

Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus — commdm&elva, one at CFL

Chestnut-mandibled Toucan Ramphastos swainsomimamn at ESQ, also at COR and La Selva

Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus — commio84V/SGDD

Golden-naped Woodpecker Melanerpes chrysaucheemale seen at COR

Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani -reomat La Selva, also at CANE

Hoffmann's Woodpecker Melanerpes hoffmannii — adflenat the restaurant in Los Chiles

Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus>-daily at ESQ

Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus — decent vieWsre along the road in SGDD valley

Red-rumped Woodpecker Veniliornis kirkii - a maledoat ESQ in the garden area on the edge of ttestothis
species seems to be rather uncommon, but was sdkefomabout a minute

Rufous-winged Woodpecker Piculus simplex — on&ateintrance road in La Selva, one near the restiaaraa
Selva

Chestnut-colored Woodpecker Celeus castaneus atdrieSelva near the football pitch

Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus- a few se&t5Q, two at COR

Pale-billed Woodpecker Campephilus guatemalensig-at COR

Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosasingle bird on the lower slopes in the Monteveatea
Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillase-at CFL

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorhynchus spiruresmmon at ESQ, La Selva and COR

Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes promeropidhus — one at SECFR (identified by the guidetequi
rare at that location)

Northern Barred Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes sanatifie — 3 seen well at SECFR, also one at La Selva
Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans — Z2didtanical gardens in La Selva

Black-striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus lachrymoesaigew seen at ESQ

Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygiuge-seen at La Selva

Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleygtio seen at ESQ

Spot-crowned Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes affinisiteqgcommon at SAV

Brown-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus pusillupeor views of one at SECFR

Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops — dedemts at SECFR

Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens — aboue®4 poorly to decently at SECFR and two seenatell
MOCFR

Ruddy Treerunner Margarornis rubiginosus - comntd®4/ and Monteverde area

Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris —adtf8 CFR

Streak-breasted Treehunter Thripadectes rufobrigméwo at SECFR

Black-hooded Antshrike Thamnophilus bridgesi - savat ESQ

Russet Antshrike Thamnistes Anabatinus - one in ©@®Rec. 5.

Western Slaty Antshrike Thamnophilus punctatus -pmieat the CCC trail and one pair at the STR inaia
Selva

Chestnut-backed Antbird/lyrmeciza Exsul seen well both at ESQ and COR (la Leona Terd@tpd

[Slaty AntwrenMyrmotherula schisticolor a pair seen well at ESQ on the Fila trail, bexaertheless | wasn’t
sure about the correct determination. Initiallpdught it was a pair of dusky antbirds, becauséitts seemed
more antbird-sized, but strangely this speciesmwaadisted on the lodge’s list, so | guess it labe slaty
antwren then].

Dotwinged AntwrerMicrorhopias quixensis- A male at ESQ on the Riverbed trail

[Silvery-fronted Tapacul&cytalopus argentifrons heard only at SGDD]

Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor Poor viewsetat SECFR

Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus — Extelams twice at La Selva. A possible sighting in
mangroves at the Rio Sirena in COR.



Rose-throated Becard Pachyramphus aglaiae - aqeirvery well in a mixed flock at COR, also a faw
mixed flocks at ESQ on the second visit there

Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata — one pair at C&2Birena Station, a small group (about 6-7) engardens
of LDV lodge, a pair at La Selva in the botanicatdgen area, several at CFL

Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor - a pair meéhe restaurant at La Selva

Rufous Piha Lipaugus unirufus — one seen afteeqdme effort in COR (and after hearing the cadit f
thought it was rufous mourner)

Snowy Cotinga Carpodectes nitidus - crippling vie#k$ birds (2 males, 2 females and one brown jilegm
perfect morning light resting on bare trees surddug the botanical gardens.

Bare-necked Umbrellabird Cephalopterus glabricellsfemale was feeding on a fruiting tree on tES@ail
in La Selva. Another incredible tick.

Red-capped Manakin Pipra mentalis — one pair av#ile Bonito trail in ESQ, one pair at the Filaitin ESQ
and an incredible performance of a male doing tbemwalk (and other display activities). The moorkwabs a
lifer experience even for our guide.

Long-tailed Manakin Chiroxiphia linearis After anlg search, one male was finally seen well at MOSE
White-ruffed Manakin Corapipo leucorrhoa — One pdita Selva near the suspension bridge
Orange-collared Manakin Manacus aurantiacus — A paingle male and another pair at ESQ on theeiadl,
Bird and Fila trails, respectively.

White-collared Manakin Manacus candei — One matkthree females/juveniles near the suspension éitlg
La Selva. On the Arriera-Zompoprail | saw an amazing display of two males whd@ened a synchronized
dancing/jumping duet jumping back and forth frono l@w-hanging vines.

Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans — seen only tviiod) along the Savegre river slightly downstreaomfiSAV
lodge.

Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus — a few birdersat La Selva

Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus — two sighgsat La Selva, one bird next to the restaurarm,amthe
CCC trail

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus — very ¢oom at all sites visited

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarhynchus pitangua -&gimmon at most sites visited

Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensie-abESQ, several at La Selva

Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similes - quite commbmost sites visited

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus - quite comamamost sites visited

Golden-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes hemichrysasfew in SGDD valley

Rufous Mourner Rhytipterna holerythra — quite reguih low daily numbers at ESQ, La Selva and COR
Dusky-capped Flycatchéyiarchus tuberculifer quite common, seen at La Selva, COR, CANE and
Monteverde area

Eastern Wood-Pewdgontopus virens- one at La Selva was this species accordingtguide

Tropical Peweé&ontopus virens- one in the restaurant garden at Los Chilesapha Selva

Dark PeweeContopus lugubris- one upstream and one downstream from SAV lotitfeeaSGDD road
Ochraceous Pewdgontopus ochraceus one seen very close and well on La Quebradaatr&AV lodge
Yellow-bellied FlycatcheEmpidonax flaviventris- few times seen at ESQ

Yellowish FlycatcheEmpidonax flavescenrsquite common at SAV, also a few in the Monteeeadea

Black-capped Flycatché&mpidonax atriceps one seen well at SGDD road
Tufted FlycatcheMitrephanes phaeocercusone seen very well on La Quebrada trail at S@dgk, another
one along the SGDD road upstream from SAV lodge



Ruddy-tailed FlycatcheFerrenotriccus Erythrurus one in COR on December 5

Ochre-bellied Flycatcheévlionectes oleagineus one at the Valle Bonito trail

Sulphur-rumped Flycatchdfyiobius sulphureipygiusonly one sighting at the Fila trail in ESQ
Black-headed Tody-Flycatch&odirostrum nigriceps- one at La Selva

Common Tody-FlycatcheéFodirostrum cinereurs quite common at La Selva, COR and ESQ
Slate-headed Tody-Flycatchieoecilotriccus Sylvia- one seen at COR

Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyranbphotriccus pileatus- one on the Valle Bonito trail in ESQ

Torrent TyrannuleSerpophaga cinerea A nice surprise to run into this species: it Wwasting insects along
the bank of the Savegre river close to the SGDA sbfew hundred meters upstream from SAV lodge
Yellow-bellied Eleani&laenia flavogaster seen at ESQ and La Selva

Mountain Eleanid&laenia frantzii- seen at SAV, CFL and SECFR.

Paltry/Mistletoe TyrannuleZimmerius vilissimus one positively identified at the parking lotE$Q thanks to a
local guide.

Southern Beardless Tyrannu@amptostoma obsoletumseen at ESQ and COR

Gray-breasted MartiRrogne chalybea quite regular in urban/agricultural areas, alsen near ESQ

Barn SwallowHirunda rustica— probably undernoticed, only a few seen betwemai€ and Puerto Jimenez
Southern Rough-winged SwalldStelgidopteryx ruficollis- quite common in the Carribean lowlands and La
Fortuna area, also ESQ

Northern Rough-winged Swallotelgidopteryx serripennis a few scoped in the La Fortuna area
Blue-and-white SwallowNotiochelidon cyanoleucacommon at SGDD/SAV, excellent views with the peof
a few perched on wires

Bank SwallowRiparia riparia — fairly low numbers (10-15) at CANE

Mangrove Swallowlachycineta albilinea- a few at COR, common at CANE

Brown JayCyanocorax morie- common in the Monteverde area

[Azure-hooded Jagyanolyca cucullata a group of very shy jays on one the longergrail CFL must have
been this species. The birds were noticebly smtdkar the "usual” brown jays and when | flushedrtheaw
blackish birds with a blue sheen on the head ki lnore detail]

[Silvery-throated Jagyanolyca argentigula | could hear the birds on the highest sectiothefLos Robles
trail, but frustraingly | could only see silhouettemoving through the canopy]

[American DipperCinclus mexicanus heard by our guide and later by us on the Savéggr along the SGDD
road about 300-400m upstream from SAV lodge, buseen)

Band-backed Wre@ampylorhynchus zonatusexcellent views of several groups at La Selvéudiiag a group
of 6 birds, also at LDV lodge

Plain WrenThryothorus modestusone at ESQ, one at CFL

Rufous-and-white Wremthryothorus rufalbus- two at MOSE

Stripe-breasted Wrehhryothorus thoracicus Two at La Selva

Bay WrenThryothorus nigricapillus- One at La Selva, a couple along forest edgddarag LDV lodge
Riverside WrerThryothorus semibadius Common at ESQ and COR

House WrernTroglodytes aedor 1-2 daily at seen at ESQ, one at the Los Chdstsurant, about 2-3 at La
Selva

Ochraceous Wremroglodytes ochraceus one seen very well MOCFR, also SECFR and SAV
Gray-breasted Wood-Wréttenicorhina leucophrys excellent views of several birds at SAV, also &t
SECFR.

White-throated Robiffurdus assimilis- a few daily at SAV/SGDD

Clay-colored RobiTurdus grayi- very common at SAV/SGDD, abundant in the Montdeerea

Mountain RobinTurdus plebejus quite common at SAV/SGDD, a few in the Monte\esadea

Sooty RobinTurdus nigrescensquite common at SAV/SGDD, a few in the Monteveatea

Black-faced Solitairdlyadestes melanopsexcellent views of one male at the start ofdihguero trail at SAV,
poor views at SECFR, very good views of one at MABCF

Wood ThrusHylocichla mustelina- seen twice at La Selva

Swainson’s ThrusRatharus ustulatusone at CFL

Black-headed Nightingale-Thrustatharus mexicanus one at the Los Robles trail.

Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrugkatharus frantzii- about 2-3 daily seen at SGDD/SAV.

Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrugbatharus fuscater a total of five seen at SAV, also at SECFR ahRdl ©dge
Tropical Gnatcatchdpolioptila plumbea- common at ESQ and COR.

Long-billed GnatwrerRamphocaenus melanurds single sighting at ESQ on the Fila trail.

Long-tailed Silky-FlycatchePtilogonys caudatus A pair showed very well at Mirador de los quétZa
SGDD valley, also seen about 3-4 daily at SAV.

Rufous-browed Peppershrikyclarhis gujanensis two at SGDD.

Yellow-winged VireoVireo carmioli— two seen well at SAV/SGDD.



Yellow-throated VireodVireo flavifrons— one positively identified by our guide at La\&el

Brown-capped Vire&ireo leucophrys- one at SAV.

Tawny-crowned Greenlétylophilus ochraceiceps one at ESQ.

Lesser Greenldilylophilus decurtatus- a few at ESQ and COR, also La Selva.

BananaquiCoereba flaveola- commonly seen at COR, ESQ, La Selva and Montevarea.
Black-and-white WarbleMniotilta varia— one seen well along SGDD road, poor view viefvsnge at MOSE
Golden-winged Warblevermivora chrysoptera smashing views of this very attractive warbke$AV and La
Selva, also at MOCFR and SECFR

Tennessee Warbl&fermivora peregrine- seen at SGDD, COR and ESQ

Flame-throated Warbld?arula gutturalis— quite common at SAV, also a single bird at ESQ

Yellow WarblerDendroica petechia easy to see in the gardens of LDV lodge, aldd@SE

Black-throated Green WarblBrendroica virens- quite common at SAV, several at MOCFR and SECFR
Chestnut-sided Warbl&endroica pensylvanica a few at ESQ and MOCFR/SECFR, fairly commonaat L
Selva, also seen at SAV

Northern WaterthrusBeiurus noveboracensisonly seen at ESQ, easy to see next to the aividre restaurant
Wilson's WarbleWilsonia pusilla- abundant at SAV/SGDD, also at LDV lodge, Montelecarea
Gray-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis poliocephalane at La Leona lodge

American Redstai$etophaga ruticilla- A stunning male bird was seen hawking afterdtsen the Fila trail.
This species is not listed on Esquinas’ checkbist,the male of this species is so distinctive ljq@umage and
behaviour) that | am 100% sure it was this species.

Slate-throated Redstavtyioborus miniatus- common at SECFR and MOCFR

Collared Redstatyioborus torquatus- common at SAV and SECFR/MOCFR

Three-striped WarbldBasileuterus tristriatus very common at SECFR/MOCFR

Black-cheeked WarbléBasileuterus melanogenysa few seen on the SGDD road and on the Il Jitgtrail at
SAV

Rufous-capped Warbl@asileuterus rufifrons- two seen at MOSE

Buff-rumped WarblePhaeothlypis fulvicauda one on the Waterfall trail and two on the Birailtin ESQ, 1-3
daily at La Selva

Chestnut-headed Oropend®laarocolius wagleri- only one group of four birds seen at La Selva
Montezuma OropendoRsarocolius Montezumacommon at La Selva, also at CANE

Yellow-billed CaciqueAmblycercus holosericeusonly seen twice at La Selva

Scarlet-rumped Caciqu@acicus uropygialis- regularly seen at ESQ

Bronzed Cowbirdviolothrus aeneus a large group at a cattle pen at LDV lodge

Great-tailed Grackl®uiscalus mexicanus abundant in cultivated areas

Nicaraguan Grackl®uiscalus nicaraguensissmall group near Los Chiles

Black-cowled Orioldcterus dominicensis an adult in the garden of LDV lodge

Baltimore Oriolelcterus galbula— seemed more common in the North, especiallyDat lodge, CFL lodge, and
La Selva

Red-winged Blackbird\gelaius phoeniceuscommon at CANE and Los Chiles area, one nedfdrtuna
Golden-browed Chlorophoniahlorophonia callophrys- one stunning male giving great scope views d&dBG
road, heard only at MOSE

White-vented EuphoniBuphonia minuta- about 5-10 in mixed groups at La Selva

Thick-billed Euphonid&Euphonia laniirostris— several in the garden area at ESQ

Yellow-throated Euphoni&uphonia hirundinacea three males and two females at Stella’s bakery i
Monteverde

Olive-backed EuphoniBuphonia gouldi common at La Selva

Spot-crowned Euphoniauphonia imitans- quite common at ESQ

[Elegant Euphoni&uphonia elegantissima our guide at SAV tried to whistle them in, batyfleeting views
were had of one bird that looked like the femal¢hdd species, but not seen long enough to be sure]
Silver-throated Tanagdrangara icterocephala quite common at La Selva, also at SECFR and M®OCF
Golden-hooded Tanag&angara larvata- common at ESQ and at La Selva

Bay-headed Tanag@iangara gyrola— fairly common at ESQ, common at La Selva

Spangle-cheeked Tanagengara dowii- a few seen at the Jilguero trail at SAV lodganmon at SECFR and
MOCFR

Western Tanagdriranga Ludoviciana- | realize that this is a rare species in thdlea Pacific region. It is
also not featured on the latest checklist (200Bstfuinas lodge, but | still think that the birbddve seen was a
male Western tanager. Initially, the bird was famag, but the bird luckily came closer and closére bird
foraged rather restless, always staying in the maand higher mid-storey levels. The bird was sdmmes
hunting for insects from a perch, in a somewhatdatgher-like fashion. The orange head (againsy¢iew),
the two striking differently coloured wing bars afe light-coloured bill were all seen well. Thedohad a



blackish mantle (I could not see the scaling/stsestiown in most guides, the back looked ratheoumitfy
blackish to me). The bird was foraging in (whatded to me like) older secondary forest fairly clos¢he edge
of the Esquinas reserve and was seen for abouiriites. About 5 minutes the bird was seen at kelbticlose
range (20-30 m). | was watching from an elevatedtgoop of a small saddle) in an area with gocelws of the
canopy of the surrounding trees, so | was not logkip to the bird from below. Views of the bird wéat eye
level” or mostly slightly upwards. There were a fdifferent bird species present in the trees wheeav this
bird, but no flock and this bird seemed to be fargglone. Alternative options that | thought ofrezemoulting
summer tanager (contra: no wing bars, no dark matité orange of the head of the bird seen coattagiite
sharply with the yellow, moulting summer tanageysrs to look more mottled and without the sharp rewtt
and immature/moulting flame-colored tanger (contia:always, but usually higher, i.e. >900 m, datk#, the
streakings on the mantle are usually more obvinukis species, wing bars are both white as fakasw). |
also considered the orioles, but apart from thematching plumages, the bill shape and overalk"jis
significantly different, so | quickly eliminatedahoption. Any comments on the (in)correctnessef t
determination are most welcome.

Green Honeycreepé&hlorophanes spiza quite common at La Selva, also seen at LDV

Red-legged HoneycreepEyanerpes cyaneusa small group at La Leona Tented Camp, a fetveatestaurant
in Los Chiles and quite common at La Selva

Shining Honeycreepetyanerpes lucidus only a single group of about 6 birds at theaesint in La Selva
Blue DacnisDacnis cayana- two males at La Leona Tented Camp, about 1@ &dlva

Scarlet-thighed Dacnidacnis venusta only seen at La Selva, where encountered abbutres.

Blue-gray Tanagefhraupis episcopus common at most sites visited

Palm Tanagefthraupis palmarum- common at COR, ESQ, CANE, and La Selva

Passerini's Tanag&amphocelus passerintcommon at La Selva, also at LDV lodge and CFlgknd
Cherrie's TanagdRamphocelus costaricensisabundant at ESQ, common at COR

Summer Tanagd®iranga rubra—a few birds at ESQ including two in full plumage

Flame-colored Tanag@iranga bidentata- only seen SAV Lodge and SGDD road, where faidgnmon
Black-cheeked Ant-Tanageétfabia atrimaxillaris— only a single bird seen in a mixed bird flocktba Fila trail
in ESQ

White-throated Shrike-Tanagkanio leucothorax- fairly regular in bird flocks at ESQ, also se#rCOR
White-shouldered Tanag@&achyphonus luctuosussmall numbers in mixed bird flocks at ESQ arfaRC
Gray-headed TanagBucometis penicillata- only seen in bird flocks at COR around Sireadich
Dusky-faced TanageMitrospingus cassini- only seen once at La Selva on trail

Common Bush-Tanag&hlorospingus ophthalmicusfairly common at SAV and abundant SECFR, CFL and
MOVCFR

Sooty-capped Bush-Tanagehlorospingus pileatusfairly common at SAV, only a few seen at SECFR
Streaked Saltat@altator atriceps- a small group was seen in a remnant forest patahly country on the way
from Esquinas to Cerro de la Muerte

Buff-throated SaltatoBaltator maximus- common at La Selva and quite common at ESQ,Giido
Black-faced GrosbeaRaryothraustes poliogaster quite common in mixed flocks at La Selva
Black-thighed GrosbeaRheucticus tibialis- three sightings at SAV: one on the Jilguerd,ttaio on La
Quebrada tralil.

Blue-black Grosbeakyanocompsa cyanoidesA single male in the understorey at La Selva

Yellow-faced Grassquifiaris olivacea— only seen at SGDD road and SAV lodge grounds

White-collared Seedeat&porophila torqueola- quite common in the more cultivated areas ardtB@Q
Variable Seedeat&porophila aurita— common at ESQ and La Selva, also at Carate/bad &ented Camp
Ruddy-breasted Seedea8gorophila minuta- a group seen at Carate in COR

Thick-billed Seed-Fincl®ryzoborus funereus male near the biological station at ESQ

Blue-black Grassquiolatinia jacarina— common in the more cultivated areas around ESQ

Grassland Yellow-Finch Sicalis luteola

Slaty Flowerpiercebiglossa plumbea excellent views of both male and female at SAMere quite common.
Poor views of a male at SECFR.

Large-footed FincliPezopetes capitalis an inconspicuous terrestrial bird, one seen arellos Robles trail at
SAV, another on La Quebrada trail at SAV

Yellow-thighed FincHPselliophorus tibialis common at SAV/SGDD, also seen at SECFR and MOCFR
Chestnut-capped Brush-FinBluarremon brunneinucha quite good views at the Canto de los Aves &til
SAV, poor views of bits and pieces of two birdS&CFR

Orange-billed Sparrovrremon aurantiirostris- a few daily at ESQ, most easily found on thelBiail and the
garden areas.

Black-striped Sparrovrremonops conirostris common at ESQ

White-eared Ground-Sparravelozone leucotis only seen at CFL



Rufous-collared Sparro&onotrichia capensis abundant at SAV/SGDD

Yellow-bellied SiskinCarduelis xanthogastraa few seen at SAV/SGDD

House Sparrowasser domesticusseen in Los Chiles, La Fortuna and villages betwPuerto Viejo de
Sarapiqui and La Fortuna

Reptiles, Amphibians and some Insects

Anole spp. — these were quite common, but | didaee a good field guide to identify them. Most &veeen at
ESQ, COR, and La Selva.

Snail-Eater Snak8ibon spp- two together seen on the night walk in ESQ, b&dwsnake.

[Boa Constrictor — a dead one from Monteverde envthy down to the Pan American Highway]
Fer-de-lancéBothrops asper | managed to step on a young one that was hiddder a large leaf in a muddy
section on the Riverbed trail at ESQ. Luckily tinalee seemed to be slightly dazzled and immobilimeteing
pressed into the mud allowing me to take a pictoeéore it slowly crawled away. Whereas one encauntth
this snake would seem enough for one holiday, serminutes later on the Ocelot trail, | found amotand
much bigger one that was sleeping extremely wetiazlaged in the dry leaf litter, but luckily | satbefore
stepping on it.

American Crocodilé€Crocodila acutus about 6-7 seen at COR, including two big oneshmfut 3.5 m
Spectacled Caymabaiman crocodilus- a few seen at ESQ and CANE. One at ESQ deva@ugeden heron!
Green Iguandéguana iguana- very common at La Selva, CANE, also ESQ

Ctenosaur/Black spiny-tailed igua@éenosuara similes a few seen at COR

Double-crested/Green Basili8asiliscus plumifrons- only seen at CANE, one seen running over themat
Brown BasiliskBasiliscus basiliscus very tame around ESQ lodge

Four-lined AmeivaAmeiva quadrilineata seen at ESQ, identified by a local guide

Common AmeivaAmeiva festiva- seen at ESQ, identified by a local guide

Central American Smooth GecRtnecadactylus rapicauda ESQ

Rose-bellied Spiny Lizar8celoporus variabilis- Savegre area

Brilliant Forest FroRana warszewitschit seen at ESQ

Hourglass Tree Frokjyla ebraccata- one on the night walk at ESQ

Marine ToadBufo marinus- ESQ, La Leona Tented Camp and COR

Red-eyed Leaf Froggalychnis callidryas- one on the night walk at ESQ

Masked Tree Fro§milisca phaeota one on ESQ night walk

Strawberry poison-dart frogendrobates pumilie two seen at La Selva

Green-and-black poison-dart fr@gndrobates auratus one seen on the trail at the 1850 metre makl at
Selva

Emerald Glass Frogentrolene prosobleponone on the night walk in ESQ

Smokey Jungle Frog/Bull Frdgeptodactylus pentadactylu®ne at night on the Arriera-Zompopa trail in La
Selva, one on the night walk at ESQ.

Helicopter Damselfly spp. - two at La Selva

Blue Morpho spp. — a few at ESQ, COR, MonteverdelamSelva

Caligo/Owl Butterfly spp. — two different specie=es at La Selva, MOCFR and ESQ/COR

Postman Butterfly spp. — one at MOSE

Bullet Ant Paraponera clavata about 3-4 of these on the CCC trail in La Selva

Lesser Tarantul@? — one the night walk at ESQ

At Esquinas several unidentified snakes were saléwére all brown above with a creamy/yellowishtral
side). Many other lizards, butterflies, etc. wezersat La Selva, Esquinas and Corcovado.



