
A wildlife, culture and outdoor toilet design trip to ï 

 

India  
 

3
rd

 February to 8
th

 March 2007 

 

Max De Boos, Dave Sheils, Mayette and Steve Anyon-Smith 

 

(joining our group was Sir Giles Scunthorpe, an expert on the worldôs most dangerous 

swimming sites and his partner Fifi, who was raised on a farm, and whose agricultural 

interests are shared by most members of Queenslandôs Corby family) 

 

India (n) ï A large outdoor toilet facility with a few big cats in it 

 

 
 

 

The Plan  

 

My bogy animal has been the tiger. So the plan evolved from my tireless travel mate 

Daveôs desire to test the limits of his stomach and help search for big striped cats and other 

critters we had missed seeing elsewhere. Given that India is blessed with some awesome 

historic and architectural wonders it wasnôt difficult for Bro Dave and I to interest our 

partners in joining us. But like most parties there were late changes to attendees and so the 

mix of participants in our little journey ended up being rather unusual and with a most 

diverse range of interests. We had interesting times ahead. 



 

Whilst wildlife watching was certainly the most important element of our tour and drove 

our itinerary to a large extent, many of Indiaôs best cultural sites were at or near our 

preferred wildlife spots so our five week stay had many dedicated cultural days.      

 

We chose to visit in February because this time of year in India coincides with the dry 

season, the weather is not too hot and over-wintering migratory birds are present.  

 

We chose to use an Indian travel and tour company, Delhi-based Prudent Networks, to 

organise all the logistic arrangements for our trip (see ñPrudent Networksò, below). 

 

 

 

 

 



Itinerary (as executed)  

 
Mumbai -  Ahmedabad -  Little Rann of Kutch -  Lothal ï Gir National Park -  
Bhav nagar ï Velavadar National Park ï Mumbai ï Jaipur ï Ranthambore ï 
Bharatpur ï Agra ï Khajuraho -  Bhandavgarh National Park -  Kanha National 
Park -  Pench National Park ï Delhi ï Corbett National Park -  Delhi  

 
Day 01 : Arrive Mumbai  
Assistance on arrival and   transfer to Hilton Hotel. Overnight at the hotel.  
 
Day 02 :  Mumbai  
Morning excursion to Elephanta Caves. Afternoon city sightseeing tour. Evening transfer to 

railway station to board Mumbai -Ahmedabad Express at 1935 hrs. Overnight on board.  
  
Day 03: Arr ive Ahmedabad Wild Ass Sanctuary  
Arrive Ahmedabad at 0510 hrs. Assistance on arrival and drive to Dasada. Drive in the 
Little Rann of Kutch (Wild Ass Sanctuary)  to see the Asiatic Wild Ass and other Fauna. 
Overnight at the hotel Rann Riders.  

 

Day 04 : Litt le Rann of Kutch  
Full day visit the Little Rann of Kutch for birding and nature watch. Overnight at the hotel.  
 
Day 05 : Little Rann of Kutch  
Full day visit the Little Rann of Kutch for birding and nature watch. Overnight at the hotel.  
 
Day 06 : Little Ran n of Kutch -  Lothal  

Morning, leave for Palace Utelia near Lothal. Arrive Lothal and check in at Palace Utelia. 
Visit the Bronze Age archeological site nearby. Afternoon village tour. Overnight at the 
hotel.  
 
Day 07 : Lothal - Sasangir (Gir National Park)  
Mor ning, leave for Sasangir. Arrive Sasangir and check in at Lion Safari Camp. Gir national 

park is the last refuge of the Asiatic Lion. After lunch, jeep drive into the national park. 
Overnight at the hotel.  
 

Day 08 : Gir National Park  
Visit the park in the morning and evening. Overnight at the hotel  
 
Day 09 : Gir National Park  

Visit the park in the morning and evening. Overnight at the hotel  
 
Day 10 : Sasangir - Bhavnagar  
Drive to Bhavnagar. Check in at Hotel Nilambagh Palace. Overnight at the hotel.  
 
Day 11 : Bhavnagar  
Excursion to Velavadar National Park (60 kms). Jeep Safari for game viewing. Overnight at 

the hotel.  
 
Day 12 : Bhavnagar  
Day return excursion to Palitana. At Palitana visit the Jain temples on Setrunjay hills. 
Return to Bhavnagar for overnight stay. Overnight at the hotel.  
 

Day 13 : Bhavnagar - Mumbai (By Air)  
Morning, transfer to the airport to connect  to flight 9W 3412 0915/1025 hrs for Mumbai. 
On arrival transfer to Hotel Sea Princess. In the afternoon visit the 2000 year old Kanheri 
Caves. Ove rnight at the hotel.  
 
Day 15 :Mumbai/Jaipur  
Morning, transfer to the airport to connect flight 0525/0700 hrs for Jaipur. Assistance on 

arrival and transfer to Hilton Hotel. Early afternoon excursion to Amber Fort. Visit pink city 
and other sites in Jaipur.  Overnight at the hotel.  
  



Day 16: Jaipur/Ranthambore (bloody long way)  
Morning drive to Ranthambore and upon arrival check in at Dev Vilas Resort. Afternoon 

excursion to Ranthambopre Fort. Overnight at the resort.  
  

Day 17: Ranthambore  
Morning and evening  game viewing. Overnight at the resort.  
  
Day 18: Ranthambore/Bharatpur (not quite as long but still long)  
Morning birdwatching around Ranthambore before leaving for Bharatpur and upon arrival 
check in at Hotel Laxmi Palace. Overnight at the hotel.  
 

Day 19 : Bharatpur  
Visit Keoladeo Ghana NP and other sites for birds outside the park.  
  
Day 20: Bharatpur/Agra (not far at all)  
Morning drive to Agra enroute visiting Fatehpur Sikri. Upon arrival check in at Grand 
Imperial Hotel. Afternoon city tour visiting the  world famous Taj Mahal, Red Fort etc. 

Overnight at the hotel.  
  

Day 21: Agra/ Khajuraho (6 hrs)  
Morning drive to Khajuraho and upon arrival checkin at Hotel Clarks. Afternoon at leisure. 
City tour visiting the world famous Kamasutra (erotic) temples. Over night at the Holiday 
Inn Hotel.  
 

Day 22: Khajuraho/Bhandavgarh (7 hrs)  
Morning tour visiting the world famous Kamasutra (erotic) temples. Afternoon transfer to 
Bhandavgarh National Park. Check in Tiger Den Resort.  
 
Day 23: Bhandavgarh  
Morning and evening j eep ride for game viewing. Overnight at the resort.  
  

Day 24: Bhandavgarh  
Morning and evening jeep ride for game viewing. Overnight at the resort.  
 
Day 25: Bhandavgarh/Kanha/ (5 hrs)  
Morning drive to Kanha National Park. Upon arrival check in at Tuli Tiger  Resort. Afternoon 

game viewing. Overnight at the resort.  

 
Day 26: Kanha  
Morning and evening jeep ride for game viewing. Overnight at the resort.  
  
Day 27: Kanha/Pench National Park (4 hrs)  
Morning jeep safari in Kanha before transferring to Pench. Afterno on jeep ride for game 
viewing. Overnight at the Pench Jungle Camp.  

  
Day 28: Pench/Nagpur  
Morning jeep ride for game viewing. Transfer to Nagpur and catch overnight train to Delhi.  
  
Day 29: Delhi  
Upon arrival check in at The Claridges. Morning shopping. A fternoon visit to Qutb and city 
tour.  

  
Day 30: Delhi/Corbett National Park (5 hours)  

Morning drive to Corbett National Park. Upon arrival checkin at Infinity Resort. Evening 
game viewing. Overnight at the resort.  
  
Day 31: Corbett National Park  

Morning an d evening jeep ride for game viewing. Overnight at the resort.  
  
Day 32: Corbett National Park  
Morning and evening jeep ride for game viewing. Overnight at the resort.  
  
Day 33: Corbett National Park/Delhi  



Morning jeep ride for game viewing. Afternoon driv e to Delhi. Upon arrival check in at The 
Claridges. Overnight at the hotel.  

  
Day 34: Depart Delhi  

Shopping and transfer to International airport to connect onward flight.  
 

 

 
 

Gujarat travels 



 

 



Prudent Networks  

 

Using public transport to travel between Indian national parks and cultural sites would be 

possible. Driving a hire car in India would be possible. Sensible people would do things 

differently. On this occasion we felt like being sensible.   

 

We used the services of Prudent Networks for all our transport, accommodation and 

guiding needs. Our contact was Mr Joy Mazumdar, the owner of the company, who was the 

only internet-sourced respondent who quoted us a rate that we could accept. All the others 

had their hands on their dicks and hoped that they would get someone stupid enough to 

accept their absurd quotes. Many still contact me offering lower and lower prices. Such is 

the way business is conducted in India.  

 

Mr Joy is young, keen and flexible. He explained the problems in accommodating our 

desire for three star accommodation in a region where there is only four star (and up) or 

else a covered version of the outdoor toilet.  

 

 
 

Mr Joyôs company is recommended, but there are a few things to keep in mind when 

dealing with any Indian company: 

¶ They are subject to the challenges provided by the Indian bureaucracy, 

¶ Westerners would think that response times to emails and other correspondence is 

frustrating slow, 

¶ Last minute changes to agreements may not always be in the customerôs best interests, 
and 

¶ Unlike many developing countries, the Indian Government doesnôt give a toss whether 

you visit their country or not, so donôt expect that the Indian travel industry is too 

highly regulated. 

 

I pose a simple question: How many Indian lawyers do you know? 



Our holiday was wonderful and Prudent Networks can be thanked for their arrangements, 

their accessibility on tour and the quality of guides, drivers, food and accommodation. 

Whilst the trip was not without some glitches these were not significant and our ground 

agent was contactable day or night to sort things out if necessary.  

 

We paid $US100 per person per day, all-inclusive (except alcohol, domestic airfares and 

tips). 

 

Joy Mazumdar and his enthusiastic staff can be contacted at 

info@prudentnetworks.com. 

 

 

Indian people  

 

This is a hard one. The folk employed in the tourism industry were just great. Hotel 

managers were always welcoming, obliging and often the most knowledgeable folk around. 

As most wage earners in the tourism sector survive from tipping it is no surprise that these 

folk were also friendly and service levels were very high. 

 

Shopkeepers could often be relied upon to inflate prices for tourists, often to ridiculous 

levels. Indian bureaucrats (and I include the banking sector in this) often delighted in 

wasting our time and theirs, assuming they would acknowledge our existence in the first 

place. 

 

ñVillagersò was the term that our ñstaffò used to describe those that had to work in the 

fields. It would have been nice to spend more time poking about in rural areas. Almost 

without exception those we met when wandering about in paddocks and crops were warm 

and generous with their time or meager possessions, often inviting us for tea or offering 

some produce. 

 

Unfortunately wherever white monkeys had been before us, we could rely upon an endless 

succession of men, women and children pleading for money. Often they would ask us to 

take their photos so that they could try to extract a fee. Or else they would offer unsolicited 

and usually useless information, then claim to be a local guide. We became suspicious of 

anyone who was friendly for more than a few seconds, which was a shame because some 

may have been genuinely friendly or even deserving of a tip if they went about things in a 

different way. I take a variety of inexpensive stuffed toys on trips overseas to give to local 

kids. Just as I would spot a target they would ask for money. Start again. 

 

Indian people near tourist sites, whilst sometimes rather persistent nuisances, were never 

genuinely threatening, nor did they make Mayette uncomfortable in any way. Indian 

culture seems to respect women, at least as they walk along the streets. 

 

We were not subjected to racist statements nor did the locals make us feel insecure. In fact 

coming from Australia probably helped because every male wanted to talk cricket. 

Knowing the names of a few Indian cricketers helped.  

 

Indians are not aggressive and tolerate behaviour from others that would have the likes of 

me reaching for a baseball bat. This is probably due to having to deal with the local 

bureaucracy. 

mailto:info@prudentnetworks.com


 

 
 

   

Wildlife (see also notes under ñKey Speciesò at the end of the report) 

 

We could identify 325 different birds and 33 mammals.  

 

We had copies of the Birds of the Indian Subcontinent (Inskipp) and for mammals we relied 

on previous knowledge, the Field Guide to the Mammals of the Indian Subcontinent, local 

guides and some help from VENTôs guide David Bishop with some of the bats.  

 

As we spent much of our time at cultural sites and almost all the rest in jeeps, our list of 

little brown birds, especially warblers, was meagre. This is just as well as I canôt identify 

half of them anyway. Most people canôt, even many who think that they can. David 

Bishopôs group managed to see many things that we missed, through greater commitment 

to the task, more skill, better local knowledge and more time looking at them. 

 

Of the Birds, the highlights were mainly gained in the semi-deserts of Gujarat. Many 

European birds were new to me like Eurasian spoonbill, Dalmatian pelican, Eurasian and 

great thick-knees and lesser flamingo. Local ñraritiesò here included Sykeôs nightjar, 

rufous-tailed scrub-robin and McQueenôs bustard. We did not search for hypocolius or crab 

plover.  

 

Bharatpurôs lakes were dry, but we managed a number of greater painted-snipe outside the 

park. Dusky eagle-owls were nesting within it.  

 



The ñtiger reservesò are not the birdiest places in the world and as we paid more attention 

to mammals in these parks our bird list is deficient.  

 

 
 

Corbett was alive with common birds. Unfortunately two ibisbill decamped the week 

before our arrival and a number of other desirable things eluded us, or else we were too low 

in elevation, too stupid or otherwise encumbered by matters outside our easy control. 

 

It was good to see that vultures still exist in India, often in large numbers, but only over 

national parks or mountainous areas. In the lowlands they are virtually wiped out.  

 

Perhaps the second greatest concentration of the one species of bird I have ever seen (after 

budgies) occurred at the Delhi rubbish tip. As we arrived in the late afternoon from Corbett 

there were tens of thousands of black kites circling and painting the ground. If there were a 

hundred thousand of these birds in Delhi I would not be surprised. 

 

Mammals were common enough in the national parks, and in Gujarat they were also 

regularly seen outside of them, but variety was often lacking. We were very happy 

with the signature mammals of tiger, leopard, wild ass and lion, but I thought we may 

have picked up a few other odds and sods. If I had seen the ratel that our guide in Gir 

NP spotted whilst scouting ahead of us, and the hyaena that Max and our guide briefly 

spied in Velavadar NP then I would have been over the moon!  

 

We managed 22 individual cats (8 tigers, 8 leopards, 2 lions and 4 jungle cats) 

between us. On leopards we set the Gir NP record for the number of consecutive jeep 

safaris that included a leopard sighting ï the record now stands at four. Other 

highlights were chinkara, smooth-coated otter, swamp deer and wolves.  

 

I was disappointed to see that little forest remains outside the park system in the areas 

we visited and I have little hope for what is left with the human population growing so 

fast. I could not help making comparisons with China and came away with the view 



that was quite contrary to my beliefs five years agoééé India has some hard work 

to do to save its environment. China has a better overall chance. 

 

 
 

Reptiles ï one cobra, a fabulous Indian rock python, gharial and marsh mugger 

crocodiles, spiny-tailed lizard and various other bits and pieces we could not identify. 

Even though it didnôt feel like it, it was still winter so some reptiles may not have 

become active during our visit. 

 

Insects (annoying) ï a few mosquitoes, and all the things that sped up digestion. 

 

Insects (not annoying) ï many butterflies, but nothing to leave home for. 

 

 

Guides  

 

I lost count of how many guides we had. Sometimes we had guides provided by Prudent 

who travelled with us, we almost always had guides at cultural sites and we certainly had a 

guide every time we jumped into a jeep. At times even the guides had guides. We must 

have had 25 different ones. Even our drivers had guides. These unfortunates would open 

doors, sit in the death seat next to the driver, fuss over the endless paperwork at 

checkpoints and act as a punching bag if the driver got the shits for any reason. 

 

The quality of the guides varied enormously. The cultural tour guys (yes, no female guides 

were seen), were sometimes as skilled and personable as guides could get, or else they 

jumped on a soapbox and endlessly repeated their personal views that history may not have 

shared. Although to be fair those in the latter category were rare. The natural history guides 

were a lucky dip. Some knew their sites or parks very well and could locate owl roosts, 

interesting plants, birds and mammals with ease. And so they should ï they do the same 

circuits twice a day every day in peak periods. Others struggled to know anything ï the 

parks, wildlife or their own name. Sir Giles developed the view that if the guide did not 

know every bird by call, flight, plumage, age, sex and political persuasion, then that person 



was an idiot. For mine I thought that the guides were as skilled as you would expect for 

someone earning the equivalent of the cost of half a cup of red wine a day plus tips.   

 

We had a few standout chaps with D.D. Mittal at Bharatpur, Pankaj at Ranthambore and 

Dr. Shiva at Kanha. The contact details of these gents are included here: 

 

D.D. Mittal ï ddmittalknp@rediffmail.com  

Pankaj Raghuvansham ï pankajtigerjoshi2003@yahoo.com 

Dr. Shiva Sharnagat ï info@tuligroup.com  

 

 
 

 

Drivers  

 

We had lots of drivers. Certainly enough to realise that choosing driving as a profession in 

India is not an option that you would consider lightly. A microsecondôs lapse in 

concentration would result in multicoloured dead things. There are no single vehicle 

accidents in India as there is no room on the road for them to occur. 

 

I marvelled that drivers could compute all the speeds and trajectories of vehicles, guess all 

the possible movements of people, and have a keen understanding of the inner thoughts of 

cows. We managed to hit nothing whilst going in a forward direction, and save for a few 

rocks and walls nothing in the other direction either. 

 

Only one of our drivers ï thankfully one that we had for a few hours only ï scared us to the 

point where we had to interview him en route. This had a minor impact. He later revealed 

that he had to drive fast or else he would fall asleep. Beware the ñday driversò, the guys 

you might get for part of a day only. They may not have slept during the year of your tour, 

such are the ridiculous time and motion demands placed on them by their employers. 

mailto:ddmittalknp@rediffmail.com
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Special thanks must go to three of our drivers, Babu in Gujarat, Kuldeep in Rajasthan, and 

Rakesh in the Delhi ï Corbett area. These gents were all with us for several days at least 

and were superb drivers, friendly guys and unquestioning in our use of their vehicles. 

 

 
 

 
 


