Birds, charming people, a quick marriage to an Islamic girl and a whole new perspective
on roadkill in T

Indonesia

on the islands of Sulawesi, Bali, Halmahera, Ternate and Java

12" June to 16" July 2009

Barry Virtue and Steve AnyeSmith

Th e Plan

A Mr Wallace and a number of other naturalists cum-direevers have famously sectioned

off bits of Indonesia and a few other islands. This was an attempt to corral geographic areas
that display a similar mix of flora and fauna grading from t@éntinental Asian to the
Wonderful World of Oz.

OQur holiday was to spend time on Bali, wes:
and Hal mahera, east of Wallacebs and anot h
spectacular, has a higlegree of endemism and searching for it promised be very

rewarding.



West Bali sunrise

Wildlife is not the only drawcard for Sulawesi, the island where we spent most of our time.
Here there is stunning scenery and some waddds cultural attractions. These include
Torajaland, where the local people have some confronting views on life and death, and the
mysterious culture that left the amazing ~5000 year old megaliths in the central highlands.

The only other aspect of The Plan was to avoid getting caught betweerliyiaus or
ethnic groups. This turned out to be easy.

To move around on Sulawesi, Ternate and Halmahera we engaged the services of

Adventurindo Tours (see entry below). BaBgan Virtue joined me for our ninth holiday
together. We are still friends!
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Itinerary  (as executed) many changes were made from the original itinerary as we
went al ong. Most of the words here are cop
some have been severely interfered with by

General comments on sites \asitare included in the Diary section (below).
Day 1, June 12 2009
Depart Sydney 1000 on Garuda GA 715. Arrive Denpasar 1430. Catch taxi to Bali

Barat NP. Meet Heri, our guide. Stay at national park accommodation near
Gilimanuk.

Day 2, June 13

At Bali Barat NP with Herykusuma Negara (Bali Barat ranger) as guide. Stay at Bali
Starling Release Centre.

Day 3, June 14

At Bali Barat NP.

Day 4, June 15

Visit Baluran NP on Java to see green peafowl and search for banteng.
Day 5, June 16

Return to Denpasar. Staythe Whiterose Hoté&l Legian St, Kuta. Visit Kuta Beach
and buy pirate DVDs

Day 6, June 17
Fly to Makassar at 0900 on GA 620, arriving at 1015.

Meet Jefry from Adventurindo Tours at Hasanuddin Airport Makassar. Then take
approx. 8 hours scenic drive Tana Toraja with many phe&iops en route, passing
through the Buginese villages with their typical wooden houses. Lunch will be served
at a seafood restaurant in R&are. In the afternoon stop on the Puncak Lakawan for
a coffee break while enjoyingé¢ wonderful view oMount Buttukabobongn the
afternoon arrive in Rantepao. Dinner and stay overnight at Toraja Prince Hotel.

Day 7, June 18

Full day Tana Toraja tour. After breakfast, we will visit the hanging graves of Lemo
with its TauTau effigies Then to Kambira where we can find the peculiar baby

graves in the trees. Onwards we will explore the architecture of Tongkonan houses in
Ketekesu village and Londa, which is a natural grave with entombed deceased. Lunch
will be served at a restaurant oe®king Rantepao. In the afternoon we will be
overwhelmed by all kinds of stuff. Then back to the hotel with beer we bought more
cheaply in town and get on it before dinner and overnight stay.



Day 8, June 19

Drive to Pendolo via Palopo. The road betw&ana Toraja to Palopo offers us many
spectacular views and a birding stop on a pretty well forested mountain. Lunch en
route. In the afternoon, drive to western shore of Lake Poso and stay at Siuri Cottages.

Day 9, June 20

Full day around Lake Posoisiting Tentena, Saluopa Waterfall and vast numbers of
young women. Stay at Siuri Cottages.

Day 10, June 21

After breakfast, drive to Pal u. I n the aft
homestay south of Palu. Meet our extraordinary local guigleth

Day 11, June 22

After breakfast we will drive into Lore Lindu National Park, birding along the way
and camping at Lake Tambing.

Day 12, June 23

Walk the Anaso Trail in the morning before visiting the Pokekea Megaliths. Camp
near a river at Daal

Day 13, June 24

Birding around Doda before returning to Lake Tambing and camping there

Day 14, June 25

Birding around Lake Tambing before visiting what used to be the birding area of
Kamaror a. Mar v el at our guiQdenigstatshei | | s bef
Sentral (sic) Hotel, Palu.

Day 15, June 26

Head north, stopping for birding and mammals along the Palu to Taboli Road. Drive
as far north as possible before it gets dark, as the road is utter crap. Stay in a dump of
a hotel at Marisa.

Day 16, June 27

A long driving day to Doloduo where we stay at the Tante Min Homestay.

Day 17, June 28



Early in the morning transfer to the Tambu
birding in this area. An open air breakfast will be served byaide on the site.

Lunch at the homestay. In the afternoon birding at Torout area. Dinner and stay

overnight at the Tante Min Homestay.

Day 18, June 29

After breakfast drive to Singsingon and bi |
homestay. Night walkearching for owls.

Day 19, June 30

After breakfast drive to Danau Moat, enjoying the beautiful panorama surroundings of

the lake and breathe the fresh air of Modoinding highland. Lunch at the local

restaurant. After lunch continue driving around 5dsdo Tomohon. Late afternoon

arrive in Tomohon,cheek n at Onongos Pal ace and dinner.

Day 20, July 1

Full day birding around Minahasa highlands includes hike up to volcano mountain.
Lunch at the local restaurant. After lunch transfer to Tangkokakeheat Tangkoko
Lodge.

Day 21, July 2

Full day birding in the Tangkoko Nature Reserve and here you will be accompanied
by bird-watching guide who has sharp eyes to spot the birds and has talent for birding.

Day 22, July 3

Full day to explore the birdgnin the Tangkoko Nature Reserve and here you will be
accompanied by birdratching guide who has sharp eyes to spot the birds and has
talent for birding. Visit a mangrove swamp in the rain but see some good birds

anyway.
Day 23, July 4

After breakfastt ansf er t o Manado, check in Manado C
and free for your own leisure.

Day 24, July 5

We will travel by air to Ternate, onwards via a speedboat to Sidangoli. Lunch at
Sidangol i before Dbirding aeabeforecampkag | i Batu
there.

Day 25, July 6



We will arise early morning, birding along the path through dense forest for seeing
Standard wing paradise bird. Keep driving slowly to Lame and Tobelo, -ahetk
local hotel.

Day 26, July 7

Return to Sidangolbirding along the way. Stay at the only hotel in Sidangoli with air
conditioning.

Day 27, July 8
After breakfast birding around Sidangoli before a speedboat return to Ternate. Visit

crater lake on far side of the island to search for ¢vidlad parrot.Boulevard Hotel
for overnight.

Day 28, July 9

Transfer to the airport for return flight to Manado. Transfer to Manado Quality Hotel.
Free Program.

Day 29, July 10
After breakfast we will transfer you to the airport for your next destination.
Fly to Makassar on GA 603 at 1330

Fly to Denpasar on GA 621 at 1630
Fly to Sydney on GA 714 at 2340




Adventurindo Tours

We booked through these guys after finding them on the internet. | had earlier sent
identical emails to half a dozen or so companiesappéeared to offer wildlife tours but
Adventurindo was the only company that replied. Maybe the others catered for those
seeking wildlife that knows its way around a bucket of Dettol and the latest massage
techniques. I 61 | never know.

The tour and price #t Adventurindo offered was very reasonable, and as they appeared to
be a legitimate company we booked with them. The person on the other end of the
computer Jefry Rompig was also our principal guide. The company works on the

principle that you have @npoint of contact for the tour from the initial enquiry through to
delivery at the airport on your way home. It seems to work. Whilst Jefry was an
accomplished guide and driver he was ably assisted by another driver / guide, Yosua Noya.
At each wildlife @ cultural site specialist local guides would join us for a day or maybe
several days depending on the place.

Our vehicle was a fairly new Toyota van that had good tyrespaiand other features and
was kept clean and in prefect mechanical condition.

We were very pleased with Adventurindo. They provided exceptional service and value for
money. Importantly we were able to change our itinerary as we went to take into account
road conditions, crappy weather (what dry season??), or ideas that were dkasloge

went along.

Jefry and Yosua were perfect company. Nothing was ever a problem for them and they
maintained the same demeanour throughout. They could and did answer any question we
threw at them, including the best way to spice a dog, how to gettichg into a fight with

a jealous husband and why it is a good idea to have a sense of direction if you are using
local guides in Lore Lindu. No subject was taboo, | never once heard either of them swear,
and they never ever got drunk or slept in. Tgegerally wanted us up to go birding at a

time earlier than we would have suggested! Great juyall done.

| have only one minor criticism. We were told that if we changed our tour start date from
the one we originally wanted, we would have the seno€éseir best birdwatching guide
throughout, who turned out to be the very competent Nurlin Djuni. But the freelance Nurlin
got another job for much of the time of our visit so we did not have his excellent services. |
dondét know what abaoutd bhhveébeen done

| would recommend Adventurindo Tours to anyone planning a holiday in Sulawesi, birding
or otherwise. You can contact them aifo@sulawesitour.com
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" difiner at Tante Min Homestay

Yosua, Jefry and BarnSean

Wildlife (see also mammal and bird lists at the end of the report)

Along with trip reports from various birders, we used the exceleds of Wallacedy
Bishop and Coates. For mammals we relied on the knowledge of our guides and locally
sourced material in Indoem.We managed to sort out almost all the mammals we spotted.

We identified 256 different birds and 20 mammals.
Mammals

We did well with mammals on Bali / Java despite dipping on banteng and Javan pangolin.
Best were a mysterious and unidentifead ebony leainonkey, Sunda porcupine and
Javan mongoose.

On Sulawesi we had not planned on chasing babirusa so none were seen in the wild. We
thought we were some sort of chance of seeing anoa but we arrived a number of years too
late it appears. Thesegr things are hunted mercilessly and are now rarely seen and
almost never seen accidentally, as they might have been just ten years earlier.

Mammal s seen in Sul awesi i ncluded three of
Celebes crested), which look apehave more like baboons, not like the scumbag Asian
l ot . Dianbs and Sul awesi (aka spectral) ta



cuscus is oddly diurnal. I wondered if sharing the forest with monkeys was the cause of
this?

spectral tarsier

My only closewildlife interaction was when a large male Celebes crested macaque tried to
push me over as it walked past me in Tangkokbeeky bugger! Come to think of it I did
get licked by a babirusa, but | prefer not to talk about it.

On Halmahera there is no dbus diurnal mammal fauna and my sightings were restricted

to a lone but rather marvellous and close masked fruit bat. A couple of cuscus are possible
but | reckon they would be pretty hard. Most accessible forest on Halmahera is pretty much
trashed.

Birds and quides

We started our trip on Bali. Here we had
ranger and wildlife enthusiast. Heri off
for $US100 per person including guiding and transport butaoat or accommodation.

This was great value and a fraction of the cost of trips offered over the internet. Heri is a
ranger at Bali Barat and knows his birds. He can get you to places in theljark

overnight at the Bali Starling Release Ceiitthatyou might otherwise struggle to visit.

We were offered the opportunity to stay at the centre, producing some great bird and
mammal sightings aside from the Bali starlings, which are pretty much guaranteed.

t
er |

Heri was happy to start and finish each dayphesunrise and after sunset and is highly
recommended. Youbd b ebalibarat sationalgark@yahoc.cn.mit act |

Best birds seen were green junglefowl, green peafowl (duringfaigpiéo Java), black
winged starling and Bali starling. We managed 82 others during our stay.


mailto:balibarat_nationalpark@yahoo.co.id

For mine there wer e | bneon Salawksg the nialaay antl oneae o
Hal mahera, Wall aceds st andar dywndmgnadecgbothi r d
birds before sunrise on our first attempts! Four to six maleo crashed about at their nesting
site for our visit to Tambun despite a large Japanese group spending the previous two days
at the site without seeing a single bird! Pity. A s@mnumber of male standardwing went

quite silly at their lek, to be largely ignored by one or two females.

We missed many birds, particularly at Lore Lindu and Tangkoko, mainly due to the

weather or by having guides that ran interference. Our guideranllindu was a nice
person butbpasdathe sasiuaegui de. It was far
him behind. I wondt name him here because
wish to know his name you can email is&efeas@tpg.com.auOur guide in Tangkoko,

Dinan, is also a great bloke who found us a number of key birds and tried his absolute best
for us but | think that Bobby at Tangkoko Lodge is much better. Bobby was supposed to
guideus but bailed when some birders with a higher profile arrived. | understand his
position but é.

The only worldclass birding guide we had was Nurlin Djuni. He can be contacted at
lindjuni@hotmail.com. Nurlin joined us for our few days on Halmahera ang arda

Ternate. He helped us find most of our target birds fairly quickly and I had the feeling that
any extra days on Halmahera would have been frustratingly slow in terms of new birds
found.
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On the whole we spotted a great range of really interesirdg, especially given the
nature of the birding mostly in wet forests in an area where the birds are pretty bloody
scared of people, and, lets face it, on islanslBere the number of species is always lower.

Insects(annoying / life threatening)

Thereds not much i n t hatleastavhen wefwermthdrear i a i n
anyway- but at Tangkoko there are things you cannot see that bite you pretty much
everywhere but particularly on your feet.
for theinsects responsible. | think it is just as likely that it is an ancient curse and not

an insect at all. This would better explai
seem unrelated to the location of clothing or insect repellent. So wearing a wetsui

birding from a helicopter may not be helpful as the owner of the curse would surely

have considered such things.

The attractive red skin patterns appear soon after your fist Tangkoko forest experience

and will serve to entertain for days, or,innys e, weeks. After 1 06d | c
the tops off the original scalled bites | crammed some secondary infections into the

holes created. These eventually joined hands. After a few days the infections got

bored and started to travel up my legs. Althlothe amputation of limbs does not
necessarily mean the end of a useful i f e,
switched diets from one based on alcohol to a penidibised one bought from a

Manado chemist.



Outside of the Tangkoko Curse area allh# insects have been drastically reduced by
hunting. If you see any | am certain that the local people would love any tips. | am

still getting my head around what would remain of a small moth after it had been shot.
There were no annoying insects oniBashorts, Fshirts and thongs are okay.

Insects(not annoying / life threatening)

There are birdwing butterflies on Halmahera and other butterflies and nocturnal moths
throughout. These are al/|l clearly poisonou:

string man

Food

The food was quite good without being exciting. None of it tried to move around on, or
leave our plates. There was enough variety to keep it interesting. | never realised that
mammals had so many internal body parts. | pointed at these and ignoned the

It should be noted that anything that can be digested in some way is considered to be food

in Sulawesi. Dogs are not merely pets, or, in many cases, not pets at all. The most flea

bitten 100% mangy miserable mutt is a future banquet guest. Manysoétheh ai r | es s i
dogso have the appearance of forl-wgking. sl ot h-

Roadkill has never been known to go rotten on the side of the road. Dogs, cats, rats,

chickens, frogs, twaoed sloths, polar bears or anythielse unfortunate enough to get

barrelled on the road will bring joy to someone. The locals are very pragmatic and

unapol ogetic about this. Theydd | ove Austr.
call.



| returned from a walk one day to find our stfithusiastically roasting a ro&dled rat

over the gas burner. BarSean was busily taking photos and getting preparation tips. |
wandered off to try to see some more birds
Maybeéé

Hygiene in restarants is pretty average and refrigeration is a novelty in some areas. We
both suffered meltdowns on a couple of occasionsandinfBaeyan s case t his
some days.

Tropical fruits were varied, inexpensive and readily available from roadsitie sta

Indonesian people

Before |l eaving on this, my first trip to 1
people we would meet. | didndot expect any |
Australian Government Travel website warns ablout,| thought some of the people in

areas we were to visit might have been a little cool to westerners. | could not have been

more wrong.

The most popular recreation for Indonesians is to sit, or more correctly lounge, in front of

their houses and watthe road. So we ended up enjoying the slow pace of road travel just

so we could wave to the people we passed.
|l ove youodo, or variations on that theme (an
uncommon. Thexpressions of love and friendship were always accompanied by a big

smile and an enthusiastic wave. Jefry told us that the reaction was just for us. He said he



would have soon managed a fight 1 f he had
girlfriend. | prefer to think that the girls we spotted were only human.
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The islands we visited had a mix of people that believed in christian, moslem or hindu
gobbledegook(something funny about Microsoft Ward t al | ows uncapital
atthe firstattept , it corrects fAchristianodo once and
capital i s dnyfaydexpeeted that the actions or reactions of these groups to

differ, but this was not the case. The people were simply outstanding and wonderful. W

never had an issue with anyone over anything and always felt entirely safe. Although Jefry
and Yosua would sometimes centrally | ock t
whether this was really necessary at the time of our visit.

Indonesian plice were rarely seen and when they wiereainly at random checkpoints on
roads- they were friendly, polite and efficient.

We figured that the folk we met (excepting Kutérs new word herghad not had much

contact with white monkeys so they had ded of what to do with them. This means that
robbery isnoét | i kely to happen because no
established, and there are no traditional recipes for cooking them.

Nobody ever asked us for anything nor did they tryfteraus unwanted services, except,
of course, on Bali where it is a government requirement.

| cannot think of a single negative thing to say about any of the people we met or interacted
with. But collectivelyi |  wi sh t heyéd stop killing everyt



Religion in Indonesia

Indonesian law dictates that you have to have a religion to legally reside in Indonesia.
There is a restricted choice that does not include Jedhi Knights or the Church of the Second
Coming of the Great Prophet Zarquon or any ofdaiteer interesting religions. Although on
reflection, catholicism and islam are pretty interesting.

The Arms Race

In northern Sulawesi driving is often interrupted by rbémtks. Here religious zealots

wave buckets at vehicles hoping to collect moneykurches or mosques. A scrum of
devotees would be assisted by a similar group at a roadside desk and PA system who gave
a running commentary on donations received. The odd thing about all this is that about
10% of all buildings are houses of worship amdome villages this figure is higher. Given

the size of the things, the percentage of building materials that becomes a church or
mosque is higher still. Barr$ean counted five large churches within 100 metres in one

small village. There is an extdinary oversupply of space in these structures and yet

they build mord many more.

Soon there will be no room or need for houses. Everyone will have their own personal
house of worship. What happens then? End of days?



Hotels

Our digs ranged from foutar luxury in Manado to tent / forest / rain in Lore Lindu. There

was everything in between including homest .
feature of many of the hotelsdé rooms was a
this was to preent guests from escaping or to stop people looking in or out. The impact on

us was to hope that the -@onditioning kept working. If it died then presumably so did we.

Another aspect of many hotel rooms was the absence of twin beds. We were often faced
with a double bed. | have no evidence that all Indonesians are gay but there is plenty of
opportunity in hotels for them to test any tendencies in this area. | prefer not to cuddle up to
Barry-Sean and no doubt this made him happy as well. Luckily we almapaged to

procure an extra mattress to throw on the floor.

Hotel bathrooms have long fascinated me. There is really only so many things you can do
in a bathroom so why are there so many millions of different designs? Western style toilets
were the nornin the places we stayed but many had no flushing mechanisms. Sometimes
there was a bucket but this did not presume there was any water to put in it. One place had
no bucket at all but just a simple hose coming from the wall. Flush you bastard. And the
weaher determined that Sulawesi is not a place where you complain about the lack of hot
wateri sometimes the cold water was too warm.

It is hard to generalise about the accommodation but all of it was safe and hotel managers
and staff were always cheerfhd obliging. It should be remembered that there is not

much tourism, domestic or otherwise, in most of Sulawesi, so accommodation options are
often rather limited.



