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Uganda Expedition 2018

Dates: 16 – 25 February 2018
Location: Kibale, Queen Elizabeth & Bwindi Impenetrable National Parks
Conditions: During the day, it was warm and pleasantly overcast, averaging
around 20 - 25 degrees Celsius in the country side and QENP, while slightly cooler
temperatures were experienced in the rainforests of Kibale and Bwindi, where some
good rain was received in the form of late afternoon and evening thundershowers.
As always, we had excellent Chimp and Gorilla trekking as well as fantastic game
viewing and birding.
Tour leader: Greg Whelan
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On final approach to landing in Uganda one is treated to the beautiful sight of the
massive Lake Victoria, one of Africa’s Great Lakes, containing no less than 2750
cubic kilometers of water, where local fisherman can be seen fishing from their
small boats. The arrivals hall, was where I met each of our participants, who were
also greeted with the warm air of this tropical country, which was relished by all
after having come from their cold winter homes. With the tour officially underway,
everyone felt a rush of excitement as we chatted all the way to the Boma Hotel.
This hotel is superbly situated within 10 minutes’ drive from the international
airport, while the all of the rooms had also been recently refurbished and of course
the food was excellent as always.
For those guests who arrived earlier in the day, there was the opportunity to walk
in the gardens and get their first taste of Uganda’s exquisite birdlife, as Ross’s
Turacos, Red-chested Sunbirds, Black-headed Gonoleks, together with the amusing
chimp-like call of the Eastern Grey Plantain-eater, all introduced themselves to us.
After an enjoyable dinner, where all the participants were able to meet and learn
more about one another, and where I was able to brief everyone on the very
thrilling tour ahead, we all retired to our rooms for a good night’s rest.

BLACK-HEADED GONOLEKS

We set off early after breakfast for our flight to Kasese. The flight heads almost
due west towards the spectacular Rwenzori mountain range. After a very relaxed
flight in calm conditions, we were greeting by Uganda’s National Bird, the Grey
Crowned Crane, which was just off the grassy runway, as we landed in Kasese.
I introduced all out guests to our local guide, Livingstone, who would not only be
transporting us all safely to all our destinations, but who would also be engaging
with interesting information about the local culture, history and of course wildlife,
especially the feathered kind!
En route to Kibale, we were able to enjoy sights of country life in rural Uganda.
While stopping to buy some delicious bananas, we watched a Variable Sunbird
enjoying the nectar from the tubular orange flowers of the wild dagga (Leonotis
leonurus) plant.
Just before entering the Kibale Forest, we stopped alongside Lake Nyabikere, where
we were fortunate to spot a spectacular looking bird, the Shining-blue Kingfisher.
This beautiful kingfisher, with a dark blue cap and wings, contrasting with an
electric blue back and a long black dagger bill, sat perched on the edge of the Lake
allowing us to enjoy its magnificent colours.
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On entering Kibale Forest we spotted our first primate!!! A family of Guereza
Colobus monkeys were sitting high up in the Eucalyptus trees, which mark the start
of the Forest. These great looking black and white primates were resting after their
morning feed. Colobus monkeys, have a complex and sacculated stomach, which
is able to process difficult plant materials as they prefer unripe, green or brown
fruits, seeds or pods instead of more ripe, soft and colourful fruits like most other
primates, and therefore spend long periods resting to allow digestion to take place.
This allowed us to get a great view of them before they decided to leap very
confidently and acrobatically from tree to tree, with their long balancing tails.

GUEREZA COLOBUS MONKEY

A great start and it just kept getting better! Soon after entering the forest,
Livingstone spotted a Blue-throated Roller, a real rare Uganda special. We alighted
our vehicle, in order to get a better view. We set up our scope to bring this stunning
bird up close and it was then that our guests could appreciate its true beauty. The
roller, aptly called because of its rolling aerial displays, led us to see its nest in a
hollow of a tree as flew in, and then out after a while.
Then, suddenly we heard shrieks in the distance behind us. Chimps!!! We all hoped
to get our first glimpse of our closest living relative, but this was not to be, for now.
We drove on a little further and found a relaxed family of Grey-cheeked Mangabeys;
a very recognisable primate with its naked black face, long ragged tail and tufted
crown. The male’s loud, distinctive “gobble” call, was one we would all become
familiar with over the days ahead. They in fact have enlarged vocal tracts and when
males become dominant, their call becomes the beacon for their group’s
movements and orientation. Dotted amongst the Mangabeys was a family of Redtailed Monkeys. These small primates, weighing no more than 5kg, as their name
suggests, have beautiful long red tails.
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They also have a very recognizable white nose-spot and blue facial skin. They,
spend early mornings foraging for fruit, which makes up more than half of their
diet, before being displaced by larger monkeys.
We had great views of both and had hardly entered the forest, when a flock of
Great Blue Turacos could be heard with their loud hollow wooden rattle call. As
they flew overhead we were able to see the impressive blue colours of the
extraordinary-looking turacos.

GREY-CHEEKED MANGABEY

We arrived at Primate Lodge, our home in the forest for the next two nights. A
couple of our guests, soon after checking into their chalet, came face-to-face with
a big male Olive Baboon. What a welcome to the primate capital of the world! After
a well-deserved lunch, we set of for Bigodi Wetlands, which offers a trail around
the wetlands to look for primates and birds.
After having been in planes and in the car travelling, being out on foot to stretch
our legs and warm up for our trek in the forest the next day, while being in nature,
was a perfect way to spend the afternoon.
We managed to find a host of many new birds, notably the Brown-throated Wattleeye, whose call reminds me of a child’s rusty swing, Green-headed and Scarletchested Sunbirds, the large Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill, Purple-headed
Starling, while calls of Bocage’s Bush-shrike and a Snowy-headed Robin-chat where
lovely to listen to.
We also had some more great views of Guereza Colobus monkeys, chatted to a
local who was harvesting his coffee beans, interacted with some small children who
were fetching water and just as we were on our way out, found a family of Red
Colobus Monkeys.
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As time had run away with us, Livingstone decided to catch a taxi to fetch our
vehicle while we continued ambling slowly around the wetlands. In Uganda the
local taxis are motorbikes called Boda-bodas (which comes from the word
“border”). When people wanted a lift to the border to get across into the
neighbouring country Kenya, they would hold up their hands and cry “BorderBorder”.

That night, just before dinner, we received a spectacular thunderstorm. The rain
was welcomed by all, as it gave a freshness to the air and cooled down the night
allowing us a restful sleep. Before climbing into bed, I did one more quick survey
from my balcony and was ecstatic to find a Wood Owl perched eye level in front of
me. Time for sleep though, we would all need our rest for the day that lay ahead.
After an early breakfast we strolled down to the visitor’s centre, where we were to
meet our guide. After a brief orientation talk, the sun was just starting to rise, as
we set off into the forest. We were doing the full day habituation with the
Chimpanzees, and we were all very excited! This meant that we were going in
search of Chimpanzees, which were not used to seeing people. By doing this over
time, the chimps would hopefully not perceive people as being a threat, as would
be their first impression, and allow us to view them more closely as they do in other
parts of the forest.
Birding in the forests may often prove to be challenging as the birds themselves
are difficult to see high up in the canopies. The sounds however are wonderful. As
we strode through the forest along wet but not muddy trails, we could hear the
sounds of the Scaly-breasted Illadopsis, Red-chested Cuckoo, African Goshawk and
the ghostly Asef Pigeon. Livingstone told us that when he was a young boy, sent
to fetch water by his parents, that his parents warned him of a monster living in
the forests, who would prey on young children. The Asef Pigeon, heard but rarely
seen, has a call that seems like it is far away and this would give Livingstone and
his siblings enough time to flee the forest to escape the “monster”.
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He later learned that this was just his parent’s way of making sure that he did not
dilly-dally while doing his chores.
As we walked further into the forest we could see where chimps has built previous
nest sites, something they do at night to sleep, but also at times during the day
during heavy rains. We could also hear the sound of rain frogs, which must have
been so thrilled to have had the rainfall during the night.

MALE CHIMPANZEE

The smells of the forest were so clean and the colours of green so vivid and walking
among the giant trees of Kibale was inspiring. After crossing a beautiful running
stream, we headed for a fig tree where we had hoped to find some chimps enjoying
their breakfast.
En route we found fresh elephant dung from the night before. It was full of dungbeetles scraping it together and making balls to roll away. The female dung-beetle
after mating with the male, will lay a single egg in the ball and then bury it so that
the dung-beetle larva which hatches, not only has a safe place from in which to
develop but also nutritious food to eat. In nature, nothing goes to waste. We found
the tree, and it was full of figs, but we came to realise that that the chimps had
moved away upon hearing our approach. We were so close.
Our guide set off ahead to see if he could determine which way they had gone,
while we waited to see if some would return. Alas, right above us was a female
chimpanzee with her baby. Our first sighting of a chimp! As expected, she was shy
and hid from us, but we were patient and waited and although the sighting did not
improve, we felt that our time with her would be valued in time to come, after all
this is a wild animal and it was doing what it know best; self-preservation. Our
guide came back but had said that the others were moving too quickly away and
so we decided to move along too.
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Around midday, our guide told us that we would be going to the habituated family
and thanked us for our efforts for spending time in an area of the forest less
travelled by humans. It wasn’t long before we came across a male chimp, who was
seated at the base of a tree, feasting on the bark and even heartwood of the tree.
And then another close by who was simply taking a nap in the middle of the trail.
We had a great sighting and spent about half an hour watching him as he sat
crossed-armed looking straight through us. We he decided to move, he followed a
trail where the other had moved towards and soon we were following 5 males
striding down the path ahead of us. On all fours, they moved quickly and with
purpose.

TWO MALE CHIMPS RELAXING

Before finding them again, we’d heard a few shrieks and now looking at one of the
chimps who had a small gash in its upper thigh, it appeared to us as though there
may have been a small altercation between the chimps. Chimpanzees within a
family form very close bonds with a clear rank among the individuals.
Males from other families are not tolerated and groups of males will often patrol
their territory perimeters to ensure that there are no intruders. On this occasion
however, it was more a case of hierarchy within the troop as we found the dominant
male not too far away grooming another adult male. The male who had the wound
allowed us to watch him as he treated his injury. He took a leaf, licked it and them
dabbed in on his cut, licked it again and continued with this for at least 20 minutes,
until he was satisfied that it was on the mend. Since he could not reach his thigh
directly with his mouth to lick it, we found this behavior of using a leaf, although
at times he did use his finger, very interesting!
When we caught up with the dominant male, we spent our last few precious
minutes with him and another male, which eventually decided to rest and groom
one another, just a few metres from us. What a delight. The finale was when they
decided to move. The ‘big chief’ as he was affectionately called by our guide, walked
right between us, as if we were rocks on either side of his path. We could not have
hoped for more after spending 8 glorious hours in Kibale Forest.
After another scrumptious dinner, we took a short walk around the camp to see if
we could spot any interesting nocturnal animals. Careful not to surprise an
elephant, which seem to prefer moving around these parts at night, we treaded
slowly looking high and low for anything that moved. Luck struck, just a few metres
from the path we spotted a genet, who was standing motionless watching us, but
within seconds is made its move to get away.
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While we enjoyed a more leisurely breakfast at a slightly more reasonable hour,
we watched Guereza Colobus and Red-tailed Monkeys feeding in the trees around
the camp. As we headed back south, we decided to take the back route. After the
rains we had a couple of nights ago, we hoped that the dirt road would be less
dusty and this proved correct. As we drove, our Toyota Landcruiser handled the
conditions extremely well. It was market day, and locals were loading up their
bicycles with plantains to sell at the markets. They would walk beside their bikes
pushing their heavy loads for kilometers to reach their selling point; no easy feat!
We stopped to stretch our legs and enjoy the incredible sight of one of Uganda
impressive volcanic crater lakes, Makekwa ndali, which apparently is the same lake
that appears on Uganda’s bank notes.

MAKEKWA NDALI CRATER LAKE

The volcanic field is about 200 square kilometers and some of the craters in Queen
Elizabeth National Park are up to 3 kilometers in diameter and 100 meters deep.
These unusual formations were formed individually by a series of violent volcanic
explosions over the last 1
million years. The explosions
were a result of superheated
gas and steam, and despite
the volcanic activity, there
was no lava flow. Many of the
craters have now developed
into picturesque saltwater
lakes.
Soon after Kasese, we
arrived at the equator. A
wonderful opportunity to
stretch our legs and take
some photos of the group
standing with each feet on
either side of the equatorial
line. Now south of the
equator, we were driving in
the famed Queen Elizabeth
National Park, and fitting that
the first animal we saw was
in fact Uganda’s national
animal, the Uganda Kob.
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On our drive through the park, which hosts more savanna wildlife and very different
terrain from the forests where we recently stayed, we were able to see Cape
buffalo, Defassa waterbuck, while great sightings of both Cinnamon and Whitethroated Bee-eaters swooped alongside us catching insect on the wing.

AFRICAN SKIMMERS AND WHITE-WINGED TERNS

We arrive at Mweya Lodge, superbly located, overlooking the Kazinga Channel in
time for a hearty lunch. From our rooms, overlooking the channel below, we
watched elephant bulls meandering down to the water for a drink and hippos and
buffalo cooling down in muddy shallows on the edge of the channel. In the late
afternoon, we set off on our private boat trip along the channel, which is a wide,
32-kilometre long natural channel that links Lake Edward and Lake George.
From the boat we were able to get up close to the hippos and buffalo along with
crocodiles, warthogs and kob. The constant calls of the Fish Eagles resident on the
channel could be heard throughout the trip. Fantastic views of Red-throated Beaeaters, Pygmy, Malachite and Pied Kingfishers and a plethora of wading bird was
cherished by everyone. Seeing the African Skimmers in action and up-close was
definitely a highlight and then as we rounded a corner, a family of 3 Giant Forest
Hogs were feeding on the lush green grass at the water’s edge. This was a great
sighing as they were out in the open and allowed us a good look. As with all wildlife
trips, one must grab whatever one can see for one may not get the opportunity for
a better chance again.My mantra in the bush; relishing and appreciating every
moment for it is never repeated and seeing what we had up until this point, made
me feel truly blessed. And yet there would still be much more to come!
The following morning as the sun rose over the channel, to the honking sounds of
hippos and striking cries of the African Fish Eagle, we all enjoyed a hearty breakfast
before heading to south to Ishasha.

SUNRISE ON THE KAZINGA CHANNEL
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En route, we passed through the Maramagambo Forest, which borders the eastern
side of Lake Edward. The area had just receive good rain and what was incredibly
striking was the groups of butterflies which collected around the muddy puddles
along the edge of the dirt road. We got out of the vehicle to inspect and we
astounded by the beauty of all the different colours, shapes and sizes. This also
allowed us to listen to the sounds of the forest and we heard some branches
snapping close-by, but unfortunately did not see the elephants responsible,
although fresh dung was a clear sign that they had moved through fairly recently.
We had some more great sightings of Guereza Colobus Monkeys and Olive Baboons
close to the road, as well as sightings of a few elephant’s bulls browsing in the
distance. Our Landcruiser sloshed through the muddy potholes and it was exciting
to see how green the landscape had become. Just 2 weeks prior, the whole area
was dry and in some of these parts, deliberate fires were set to remove all the old
moribund grasses to allow for all the new fresh growth after the rains, and how
spectacular it was looking! The new growth was attracting large herds of buffalo,
Uganda Kop and our first sighting of Topi. Our eyes were also searching hard in all
the fig trees for the famed tree-climbing lions of QE.

UGANDA KOB

We did enjoy good sightings of some large raptors, including the regal looking
Martial Eagle, the Rüppel’s Griffon and unmistakable flight of the Bateleur Eagle,
which rocks from side-to-side like a tight rope walker walking on a high rope. We
arrived at Ishasha Wilderness Camp in time for a delicious lunch.
I was ask by our participants to make a special mention of all the meals we had in
Uganda during our stay. They were all equally amazing!!! All made with authentic
Uganda flair, using all local ingredients. The avocados, bananas, pineapples and
tree tomatoes were all a massive hit, not to mention the tea coffee; two of Uganda’s
main exports.
In the afternoon we headed out on a game drive. The plains were littered with
herds of buffalo, Defassa waterbuck, Topi and lots of sure-footed Uganda Kob
lambs, which were no more than a couple of weeks old. A Pallid Harrier was spotted
scanning the short grasslands for prey, while the call of the Black-bellied Bustard
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called for our sundowner stop, as the guests enjoyed local lagers and appreciated
the beautiful expansive vistas.
That night after dinner, we retired to a fire-pit on the edge of the river to enjoy a
night cap. While we did so, two of the resident ‘dugga boys’, the affectionate name
used to describe the big ol’ buffalo bulls, came sauntering through the camp
between our rooms and down to the river for a late night graze. The days can be
quite warm at this time of the year, so the bulls spend much of the heat of the day
relaxing in mud wallows to keep cool, while the nights being much cooler, are great
for moving around and grazing. Since these bulls do not follow a herd, their
movements are less especially when they find a good patch of grazing and fresh
drinking water. During the night we could hear the gentle rapids of the river, which
made for all having a great night’s rest.

ISHASHA WILDERNESS CAMP

In the morning we awoke to the sound of Guereza Colobus monkeys and Crowned
Hornbills calling. After breakfast, we set off and soon came across a Black-bellied
Bustard intensely involved in a courtship display. We watched this fascinating ritual
for over 20 minutes. The male was pecking the feathers around the head of the
female, while she lay crouched on the ground. It’s often this bird’s call, which is
amusing to watch as it sound like a champagne cork popping from a bottle, but
seeing this show was equally impressive. Another comical looking creature, which
enjoys the short grass is a warthog, and we saw many enjoying the fresh new grass
shoots coming through.
We did however also find the fresh remains of one warthog, just the skull; evidence
of a predator nearby. A Yellow-billed Kite was feeding off these remains but we did
not see any other parts of the carcass. Another bush mystery!
We searched in the morning and later on our drive in the afternoon for any sign of
the tree-climbing lions but to no avail. We heard reports that they had moved
further north but with the abundant prey had hoped that they would return. In the
afternoon however, we did come across a young Kob, which had been hoisted into
a tree. Exciting, a leopard in the midst. We decided to return the following morning
to see if we could find it. Before breakfast, we were treated to a pair of Black-andwhite Casqued Hornbills feeding their hungry young which were safely nested high
up in the hollow of a tree.
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While driving up on the edge of a swampland, we stopped to have a look at a
Verreaux’s Eagle Owl, resting in a faraway tree. While we were watching this
massive owl through the scope, we spotted a couple of hyaenas resting in the
papyrus reeds below. One of them was flushed out when a herd of buffalo
approached the muddy waters and we managed a great view of her running
through the fields, which sending warthogs fleeing, when they caught sight of her.
Leopard!!! We went back to the tree with the young Kob that had been hoisted and
found a leopard sleeping in the tree alongside her prey. She was so relaxed that
she hardly moved; her belly was full and hung between the forks of the branches.
We all enjoyed some great photos, albeit at a distance, of this gorgeous feline. A
great way to leave behind the riches of Queen Elizabeth National Park as we drove
towards the rainforests of Bwindi Impenetrable Forest for our final adventures.

LEOPARD WITH HER PREY

After lunch, we headed into the local market to see some of the local crafts. We
also heard drumming and this drew us into see a dance performance by some
children from the nearby primary school. Excellent talent and filled with energy,
the children put on quite a show, which was to raise awareness and funds for their
new school.
Birding around the lodge in the late afternoon yielded some delightful new species,
namely Lüdher’s and Many-coloured Bush-shrikes, African Paradise and Blue
Flycatchers and Petit’s Cuckoo-shrike. After a wonderful dinner, and a briefing on
what to expect on our first gorilla trek that lay ahead, we all retired to bed with the
sounds of rain all around.
The next day, calm after the storm, fresh clean air was filled with excitement for
the day that lay ahead! We all chose our walking poles, provided by the superbly
located Buhoma Lodge, and headed eagerly down to the visitor’s centre for our
pre-trek briefing. There are 3 habituated Mountain Gorilla families that one is able
to trek from this point. On this day we were to trek the Rushegura family, and
walked from the centre directly past our lodge and into the primary forest of Bwindi
in search of the endangered and much loved Mountain gorilla.
En route, our gorilla guide David, spoke about the Batwa tribe, who previously
inhabited the forest and were relocated outside of the forest in the early
1990’s.Sounds of a Bar-tailed Trogon, and the very sought-after Willard’s Boubou
(a recent split from the Mountain Black Boubou) were heard as well as the
interesting sound of the Black-faced Rufous Warbler, whose call sounds like the
beeping of a truck in reverse. Massive avocado trees, strangler figs, and giant snails
were all glistening after the rain.
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FIRST MOUNTAIN GORILLA TREK – RUSHEGURA FAMILY

After a couple of hours of walking, we were alerted by the trackers, who had headed
off earlier to locate signs of the gorilla family, that they had found where the family
had slept the night before. Gorillas make a nest on the ground at night to sleep.
The trackers guided us to where they were moving, as they were hot on the heels
following the fresh tracks of the family.
It wasn’t long and we were in amongst the family who were up in the trees feeding.
Kanywani, a young black back, whose name means the ‘playful one’, was the first
gorilla we encountered.

MOUNTAIN GORILLA (KANYWANI)
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This was in fact the very same one, who on the previous years’ trip, had approached
me and sniffed my cheek before moving on. What a thrill is was to see him again,
this time looking very relaxed as came down from a tree and sat listening to the
forest, allowing us a wonderful view!
Soon afterwards, we saw the family’s silverback, who strode along vigilantly
listening to the sounds in the forest and family nearby, before settling down to rest.
We enjoyed great views up close of a mother with her youngster, which was very
playful. His mom however was building a nest to rest and tolerated her baby with
the utmost gentleness.
Another mother with a baby climbed down from a tree and walk confidently right
past us and came to rest near the other mother. This gave the two youngsters a
chance to wrestle; one even tried its luck with a sub-adult female, who subtly rolled
over and sat gently on the little one as if to say “I’m too big for you to play with
and I’m trying to sleep”. We had great views of them in the open.
After a fantastic hour with these majestic animals, we slowly retreated to a distance
away, where we could all enjoy our packed lunches and chat about our incredible
first encounter with the Mountain Gorillas!
In the afternoon, we headed over to a craft centre, which was established by a
young woman and her mother as a way to empower many of the local woman. We
were able to see first-hand the skills of these talented woman as they wove mats,
bowls and baskets. Others were making clothes from very colourful fabrics attained
in West Africa. A visit to the adjacent hospital also gave us a chance to see the
wonderful work that is going on to uplift the healthcare in the community. Those
who stayed behind at the lodge for a complimentary massage enjoyed great views
of a very playful family of L’Hoest’s Monkeys, which bounded around on the decks
in front of their rooms.

L’HOEST’S MONKEY
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The next day we were to trek the Mubare family, a real thrill indeed, since this was
the very first habituated family of Mountain gorillas in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest.
We drove for about an hour through the beautiful countryside before reaching the
point from where we would trek. We were with David, who was once again in radio
contact with the trackers. We headed down a steep slope, while being helpfully
assisted by our porters, who not only took the weight off our shoulders by carrying
our bags but were always very willing to pull and push us whenever we required
any assistance.
After a couple of hours of walking the slopes in this beautiful forest, we were led to
find the Mubare family who were settled in a valley between the sloping hills. We
first encountered a young black back who was sitting on a vine. He started to swing
on it to reach some of the leaves on a tree that he desired but then suddenly and
very playfully reached out to one of the participants and grabbed hold of her jacket
and then let go as he swung away. We retreated slightly, and no sooner than we
had, he mischievously tried this move again. It was so much fun and an incredible
privilege to feel a part of this family as we moved around, the gorillas not paying
any attention to our presence.
The family has a very old silverback in charge of the group, who was very vocal
whenever he wanted the group to move. On a couple of occasions we watched him
make some low grunts after which he would stand up, effortlessly lean on a branch
and then snap it as he moved with great authority. According to David, he’d been
receiving some pressures from other outside males trying to take some of the
females away from his family. A light rain had begun to fall, which just added to
the wonderful feeling of being in the presence of these gentle giants and being one
with this stunning habitat. We observed at least 4 females with young and were
fortunate to have them stride right past us when they were instructed to move by
the chief male silverback.
Before our hour was up, we were able to sit and watch this massive silverback lying
prostrate watching us; a truly soul-touching experience, and a phenomenal way to
end our time in Bwindi!

SILVERBACK MOUNTAIN GORILLA (MUBARE FAMILY)
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We relished another really enjoyable dinner, which was filled with stories of our
incredible encounters of our trip. The following morning we chartered a flight back
to Entebbe, not before giving out a few soccer balls to some very excited young
children, enjoyed a final lunch together at the Boma hotel, and said our farewells
with memories that will last a lifetime!
A special thanks to our local guide Livingstone for his kind nature and wealth of
knowledge and to all the respective lodges where we stayed for their incredible
hospitality and wonderful meals. Also, a big thank you to all the trekking guides,
who spend each day in the forest informing guests about the need for conservation
and the special role that they play in preserving such habitat and the animals that
reside within.
And of course, a big thank you to all our participants for being on board this
expedition and for the great humour and enthusiasm shown throughout!
Photo credits to Greg Whelan
L’Hoest’s Monkey and Silverback by Bellingham Safaris participant Louise Studd

Mammal & Bird species spotted on our Uganda Expedition:
Mammals:
RODENTIA

- SQUIRRELS (SCIURIDAE)

Böhm's Squirrel

Paraxerus boehmi

LAGOMORPHA

- HARES (LEPORIDAE)

Scrub Hare

Lepus saxatilis

Uganda Grass-Hare

Poelagus marjorita

PRIMATES

– APES (HOMINIDAE)

Mountain Gorilla

Gorilla gorilla beringei

Chimpanzee

Pan troglodytes schweinfurthii
- OLD WORLD MONKEYS (CERCOPITHECIDAE)

Olive Baboon

Papio anubis

Grey-cheeked Mangabey

Lophocebus albigena johnstoni

Vervet Monkey

Chlorocebus pygerythrus

L'Hoest's Monkey

Cercopithecus l'hoesti

Red-tailed Monkey

Cercopithecus ascanius

Central Africa Red Colobus Piliocolobus oustaleti tephrosceles
Guereza Colobus
CARNIVORA
Spotted Hyaena

Colobus guereza
- HYAENAS (HYAENIDAE)
Crocuta crocuta
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- MONGOOSES (HERPESTRIDAE)
Banded Mongoose

Mungos mungo
- CATS (FELIDAE)

Leopard

Panthera leo

PROBOSCIDEA
Savanna Elephant
ARTIODACTYLA
Hippopotamus

- ELEPHANTS (ELEPHANTIDAE)
Loxodonta africana
– HIPPOPOTAMUS (HIPPOPOTAMIDAE)
Hippopotamus amphibious
- PIGS (SUIDAE)

Common Warthog

Phacochoerus africanus

Giant Forest Hog

Hylochoerus meinertzhageni
- ANTELOPE & BUFFALO (BOVIDAE)

African Buffalo

Syncerus caffer

Uganda Kob

Kobus kob thomasi

Defassa Waterbuck

Kobus ellipsiprymnus

Topi

Damaliscus lunatus jimela

Birds:
GALLIFORMES

- GUINEAFOWL (NUMIDIDAE)

Helmeted Guineafowl

Numida meleagris
- FOWL & ALLIES (PHASIANIDAE)

Red-necked Spurfowl

Pternistis afer

ANSERIFORMES

- DUCKS & GEESE (ANATIDAE)

Egyptian Goose

Alopochen aegyptiaca

Yellow-billed Duck

Anas undulata

PELECANIFORMES

- EGRETS, HERONS & BITTERNS (ARDEIDAE)

Grey Heron

Ardea cinerea

Black-headed Heron

Ardea melanocephala

Goliath Heron

Ardea goliath

Purple Heron

Ardea purpurea

Yellow-billed Egret

Ardea brachyrhyncha

Intermediate Egret

Mesophoyx intermedia

Little Egret

Egretta garzetta

Cattle Egret

Bubulcus ibis

Squacco Heron

Ardeola ralloides
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Green-backed Heron

Butorides striata

IBISES & SPOONBILLS

- THRESKIORNITHIDAE

Sacred Ibis

Threskiornis aethiopicus

Hadeda Ibis

Bostrychia hagedash

African Spoonbill

Platalea alba

HAMERKOP

- SCOPIDAE

Hamerkop

Scopus umbretta

PELICANS

- PELECANIDAE

Pink-backed Pelican

Pelecanus rufescens

Great White Pelican

Pelecanus onocrotalus

CORMORANTS

- PHALACROCORACIDAE

Long-tailed Cormorant

Microcarbo africanus

CICONIIFORMES

- STORKS (CICONIIDAE)

Yellow-billed Stork

Mycteria ibis

African Openbill

Anastomus lamelligerus

Abdim's Stork

Ciconia abdimii

Woolly-necked Stork

Ciconia episcopus

Saddle-billed Stork

Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis

Marabou Stork

Leptoptilos crumeniferus

ACCIPITRIFORMES

- EAGLES, KITES & VULTURES (ACCIPITRIDAE)

Yellow-billed Kite

Milvus aegyptius

African Fish Eagle

Haliaeetus vocifer

Palm-nut Vulture

Gypohierax angolensis

Hooded Vulture

Necrosyrtes monachus

White-backed Vulture

Gyps africanus

Rüppell's Griffon

Gyps rueppellii

Lappet-faced Vulture

Aegypius tracheliotus

Black-chested Snake Eagle

Circaetus pectoralis

Brown Snake Eagle

Circaetus cinereus

Western Banded Snake Eagle

Circaetus cinerascens

Bateleur

Terathopius ecaudatus

African Harrier-Hawk

Polyboroides typus

African Goshawk

Accipiter tachiro

Montagu's Harrier

Circus pygargus

Pallid Harrier

Circus macrourus

Lizard Buzzard

Kaupifalco monogrammicus

Martial Eagle

Polemaetus bellicosus

Long-crested Eagle

Lophaetus occipitalis
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Tawny Eagle
FALCONIFORMES

Aquila rapax
- KESTRELS & FALCONS (FALCONIDAE)

Grey Kestrel

Falco ardosiaceus

Common Kestrel

Falco tinnunculus

OTIDIFORMES

- BUSTARDS (OTIDIDAE)

Black-bellied Bustard

Lissotis melanogaster

GRUIFORMES

- RAILS, CRAKES & COOTS (RALLIDAE)

Black Crake

Amaurornis flavirostra

Red-knobbed Coot

Fulica cristata
- CRANES (GRUIDAE)

Grey Crowned Crane

Balearica regulorum

CHARADRIIFORMES

- THICK-KNEES (BURHINIDAE)

Water Thick-knee

Burhinus vermiculatus

Senegal Thick-knee

Burhinus senegalensis

Spotted Thick-knee

Burhinus capensis
- PLOVERS & LAPWINGS (CHARADRIIDAE)

Long-toed Lapwing

Vanellus crassirostris

Spur-winged Lapwing

Vanellus spinosus

Senegal Lapwing

Vanellus lugubris

Crowned Lapwing

Vanellus coronatus

Wattled Lapwing

Vanellus senegallus

Little Ringed Plover

Charadrius dubius

Common Ringed Plover

Charadrius hiaticula
- STILTS & AVOCETS (RECURVIROSTRIDAE)

Black-winged Stilt

Himantopus himantopus
- JACANAS (JACANIDAE)

African Jacana

Actophilornis africanus
- WADERS & SANDPIPERS (SCOLOPACIDAE)

Marsh Sandpiper

Tringa stagnatilis

Green Sandpiper

Tringa ochropus

Wood Sandpiper

Tringa glareola

Sanderling

Calidris alba

Ruff

Philomachus pugnax
- COURSERS & PRATINCOLES (GLAREOLIDAE)

Temminck's Courser

Cursorius temminckii
- GULLS (LARIDAE)

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Larus fuscus

Grey-hooded Gull

Larus cirrocephalus

Compiled by Bellingham Safaris Tour Leader Greg Whelan

Bellingham Safaris Uganda Expedition 2018 Trip Report
- TERNS (STERNIDAE)
White-winged Tern

Chlidonias leucopterus
- SKIMMERS (RYNCHOPIDAE)

African Skimmer

Rynchops flavirostris

COLUMBIFORMES

- PIGEONS & DOVES (COLUMBIDAE)

Afep Pigeon

Columba unicincta

Red-eyed Dove

Streptopelia semitorquata

Ring-necked Dove

Streptopelia capicola

Laughing Dove

Streptopelia senegalensis

Blue-spotted Wood Dove

Turtur afer

MUSOPHAGIFORMES - TURACOS & GO-AWAY-BIRDS (MUSOPHAGIDAE)
Great Blue Turaco

Corythaeola cristata

Black-billed Turaco

Tauraco schuettii

Ross's Turaco

Musophaga rossae

Eastern Plantain-eater

Crinifer zonurus

CUCULIFORMES

- CUCKOOS & COUCALS (CUCULIDAE)

Yellowbill

Ceuthmochares aereus

Black Cuckoo

Cuculus clamosus

Red-chested Cuckoo

Cuculus solitaries

Diederik Cuckoo

Chrysococcyx caprius

Klaas's Cuckoo

Chrysococcyx klaas

African Cuckoo

Cuculus gularis

White-browed Coucal

Centropus superciliosus

STRIGIFORMES

– OWLS (STRIGIDAE)

African Wood Owl

Strix woodfordii

CAPRIMULGIFORMES

- NIGHTJARS (CAPRIMULGIDAE)

Square-tailed Nightjar

Caprimulgus fossii

Swamp Nightjar

Caprimulgus natalensis

APODIFORMES

- SWIFTS & SPINETAILS (APODIDAE)

Little Swift

Apus affinis

TROGONIFORMES

- TROGONS (TROGONIDAE)

Bar-tailed Trogon

Apaloderma vittatum

COLIIFORMES

- MOUSEBIRDS (COLIIDAE)

Speckled Mousebird

Colius striatus

Blue-naped Mousebird

Urocolius macrourus

CORACIIFORMES

- ROLLERS (CORACIIDAE)

Broad-billed Roller

Eurystomus glaucurus

Blue-throated Roller

Eurystomus gularis

Compiled by Bellingham Safaris Tour Leader Greg Whelan

Bellingham Safaris Uganda Expedition 2018 Trip Report
- KINGFISHERS (ALCEDINIDAE)
Grey-headed Kingfisher

Halcyon leucocephala

Striped Kingfisher

Halcyon chelicuti

Woodland Kingfisher

Halcyon senegalensis

African Pygmy Kingfisher

Ispidina picta

Malachite Kingfisher

Alcedo cristata

Pied Kingfisher

Ceryle rudis

Giant Kingfisher

Megaceryle maxima

Shining-blue Kingfisher

Alcedo quadribrachys
- BEE-EATERS (MEROPIDAE)

Little Bee-eater

Merops pusillus

Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater

Merops oreobates

Red-throated Bee-eater

Merops bulocki

White-throated Bee-eater

Merops albicollis

Madagascar Bee-eater

Merops superciliosus

BUCEROTIFORMES

- WOOD-HOOPOES (PHOENICULIDAE)

Common Scimitarbill

Rhinopomastus cyanomelas
- HORNBILLS (BUCEROTIDAE)

Crowned Hornbill

Tockus alboterminatus

Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill

Bycanistes subcylindricus

PICIFORMES

- BARBETS & TINKERBIRDS (LYBIIDAE)

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird

Pogoniulus bilineatus

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird

Pogoniulus chrysoconus

Double-toothed Barbet

Lybius bidentatus
- HONEYGUIDES (INDICATORIDAE)

Greater Honeyguide

Indicator indicator
- WOODPECKERS & WRYNECKS (PICIDAE)

Cardinal Woodpecker

Dendropicos fuscescens

Nubian Woodpecker

Campethera nubica

African Grey Woodpecker

Dendropicos goertae

PASSERIFORMES

- WATTLE-EYES & BATISES (PLATYSTEIRIDAE)

Black-and-white Shrike-flycatcher Bias musicus
Brown-throated Wattle-eye

Platysteira cyanea

Chestnut Wattle-eye

Dyaphorophyia castanea

- BUSHSHRIKES, BOUBOUS & TCHAGRAS (MALACONOTIDAE)
Many-coloured Bushshrike

Chlorophoneus multicolor

Bocage's Bushshrike

Chlorophoneus bocagei

Black-crowned Tchagra

Tchagra senegalus
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Lühder's Bushshrike

Laniarius luehderi

Black-headed Gonolek

Laniarius erythrogaster
- CUCKOOSHRIKES (CAMPEPHAGIDAE)

Petit's Cuckooshrike

Campephaga petiti
- SHRIKES (LANIIDAE)

Grey-backed Fiscal

Lanius excubitoroides

Common Fiscal

Lanius collaris
- DRONGOS (DICRURIDAE)

Fork-tailed Drongo

Dicrurus adsimilis
- MONARCHS (MONARCHIDAE)

African Paradise Flycatcher

Terpsiphone viridis

Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher

Terpsiphone rufiventer

- FAIRY FLYCATCHERS (STENOSTIRIDAE)
African Blue Flycatcher

Elminia longicauda
- CROWS & RAVENS (CORVIDAE)

Piapiac

Ptilostomus afer

Pied Crow

Corvus albus
- LARKS (ALAUDIDAE)

Rufous-naped Lark

Mirafra africana

Flappet Lark

Mirafra rufocinnamomea
- SWALLOWS & MARTINS (HIRUNDINIDAE)

Sand Martin

Riparia riparia

Barn Swallow

Hirundo rustica

Lesser Striped Swallow

Cecropis abyssinica

Red-breasted Swallow

Cecropis semirufa
- TITS (PARIDAE)

White-winged Black Tit

Parus leucomelas
- BULBULS (PYCNONOTIDAE)

Dark-capped Bulbul

Pycnonotus barbatus

Little Greenbul

Andropadus virens
- CISTICOLAS & ALLIES (CISTICOLIDAE)

Trilling Cisticola

Cisticola woosnami

Zitting Cisticola

Cisticola juncidis

Chubb's Cisticola

Cisticola chubby

Tawny-flanked Prinia

Prinia subflava

White-chinned Prinia

Schistolais leucopogon

Black-throated Apalis

Apalis jacksoni

Grey-capped Warbler

Eminia lepida
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Grey-capped Camaroptera

Camaroptera brachyura

Black-faced Rufous Warbler

Bathmocercus rufus
- WHITE-EYES (ZOSTEROPIDAE)

African Yellow White-eye

Zosterops senegalensis
- BABBLERS (LEIOTHRICHIDAE)

Arrow-marked Babbler

Turdoides jardineii

Scaly-breasted Illadopsis

Illadopsis albipectus
- STARLINGS (STURNIDAE)

Purple Starling

Lamprotornis purpureus

Splendid Starling

Lamprotornis splendidus

Rüppell's Long-tailed Starling

Lamprotornis purpuroptera

- OXPECKERS (BUPHAGIDAE)
Yellow-billed Oxpecker

Buphagus africanus
- THRUSHES (TURDIDAE)

African Thrush

Turdus pelios

- CHATS & OLD WORLD FLYCATCHERS (MUSCICAPIDAE)
White-browed Robin-Chat

Cossypha heuglini

Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat

Cossypha niveicapilla

Grey-winged Robin-Chat

Cossypha polioptera

Whinchat

Saxicola rubetra

African Stonechat

Saxicola torquatus

Sooty Chat

Myrmecocichla nigra

Northern Wheatear

Oenanthe oenanthe

Northern Black Flycatcher

Melaenornis edolioides

Swamp Flycatcher

Muscicapa aquatic

Spotted Flycatcher

Muscicapa striata

Cassin's Grey Flycatcher

Muscicapa cassini

Dusky-blue Flycatcher

Muscicapa comitata
- SUNBIRDS (NECTARINIIDAE)

Collared Sunbird

Hedydipna collaris

Green-headed Sunbird

Cyanomitra verticalis

Scarlet-chested Sunbird

Chalcomitra senegalensis

Red-chested Sunbird

Cinnyris erythrocercus

Grey-headed Sunbird

Deleornis axillaris

Northern Double-collared Sunbird

Cinnyris reichenowi

- WAGTAILS, PIPITS & LONGCLAWS (MOTACILLIDAE)
Western Yellow Wagtail

Motacilla flava

African Pied Wagtail

Motacilla aguimp
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Yellow-throated Longclaw

Macronyx croceus
- CANARIES & FINCHES (FRINGILLIDAE)

Yellow-fronted Canary

Crithagra mozambica
- OLD WORLD SPARROWS (PASSERIDAE)

Northern Grey-headed Sparrow

Passer griseus

- WEAVERS & WIDOWBIRDS (PLOCEIDAE)
Baglafecht Weaver

Ploceus baglafecht

Slender-billed Weaver

Ploceus pelzelni

Black-necked Weaver

Ploceus nigricollis

Northern Brown-throated Weaver

Ploceus castanops

Lesser Masked Weaver

Ploceus intermedius

Village Weaver

Ploceus cucullatus

Vieillot's Black Weaver

Ploceus nigerrimus

Yellow Backed Weaver

Ploceus melanocephalus

Brown-capped Weaver

Ploceus insignis

Southern Red Bishop

Euplectes orix

Fan-tailed Widowbird

Euplectes axillaris

White-winged Widowbird

Euplectes albonotatus
- WAXBILLS & ALLIES (ESTRILDIDAE)

Grey-headed Nigrita

Nigrita canicapillus

Green-winged Pytilia

Pytilia melba

Red-billed Firefinch

Lagonosticta senegala

Black-crowned Waxbill

Estrilda nonnula

Bronze Mannikin

Lonchura cucullata
- INDIGOBIRDS & WHYDAHS (VIDUIDAE)

Pin-tailed Whydah

Vidua macroura
- BUNTINGS (EMBERIZIDAE)

Golden-breasted Bunting

Emberiza flaviventris

Compiled by Bellingham Safaris Tour Leader Greg Whelan

