India: Western Ghat0" Januaryc 4" February 2023

Participants:Karen Baker, Mark Bibby, Phil Telfer, John Wright

Guide:RaviKailas Ficuswildlife Tours Emailficustours@gmail.coriiVebsite:
https://ficustours.in/

Trip Report by John Wright. Emailhnpwright1500@gmail.com

We had all visited Indimore than onceover the yearsWe chose the Western
Ghatsg visiting the states of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Keredainlyto look
for the endemic mammalsBut wewere, of course pleased to see a whole
bunch ofother species during the tri®We had all been to Sri Lanka welland
there is some overlap of specibstween the twa We engaged the services of
Ravi of Ficus to work on an itinerary with us that ensuhedbestchances of
finding the mammals on our hit listeVe travelled in two carwith drivers
which ensured room and comforthis was another trip that had been
postpaned for two years due to the Covid pandemic.

Everything was extremely well orgaed by Ravi, and all wentverywell. Ravi
Is an excellent guide and a great travellemmpanionwe would have no
hesitation in using him again almdn recommend his seices.

We flew overnight from London tBangalorej was on a different flight to the
others and landed around four hours after them at 09:00.

The weather was generally warm and sunny but early mornings were often
chilly particularly at higher elevationgr examplein Pampadum Shola. We
also had a fewain showersbut nothing that stopped us going out. It got light
around 06:30 and started getting dark around 18:30.

Itinerary: Galibore; Kabini; Bandipur; Valparai; Chinnar; Pampadum Shola;
Periyar; Thattekad
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Friday 2@" January Galibore Nature Camp.

Having landd at Bangalor@ahead ofme Karen, Markand Fhil went aheadin
one of the vehicles to Galibore arriving late mornihgrrivedat Galiboren
the other vehiclesarly afternoon\We had arranged to meet Ravi the following
day at Kabini. Galibottented camp is nicely located besides the Rkaveri
When | arrived the others haskena Grizzled Squirrel, whigurprisingly
turned out to be the only onseen orthe trip. There wasa troop of Bonnet
Macaques hanging around the campur first endemic mammal species
although not strictly a Western Ghats endemic it is endemic to peninsular
India Late afternoon we went out on a short safari drivee sawa Wild Boay
two or threeSpotted Deera couple each of hreestriped Palm Squirrseland
TuftedGreyLangursAfter dark we only found BlouseRatand sawa few
smallbatdi KI & ¢gSNBYy Qi ARSY(GAFTFASR

Grizzled Squirrel PT
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Bonnet Macaques JW

Saturday 21 Januay. Galiboreg Kabini.

Ashortpre-breakfast wallalong therives & Ay G0SNBalGAy3 odzi |
any mammalsHowever,Bonnet Macaques were around tltampon our

return. After breakfast we departed for Kahijon the drivethroughthe

reservewe saw asrey Mongoose and a Wild Boar.

We arrivedin Kabiniearly afternoonstaying at the Kabini River Lodge for three
nights. It was good to meet Ravi after two yearfsonly emails.We had six
safari drivesdbookedin the Nagrhole NationalParkin the park vehicles

Afternoon safaridrive, 15:30¢ 18:30in zone B of the parkZones A and B are
separated by a public road running through the reserve which is closed to
traffic at night.

Afemale Tiger was the highligbf the drivewhich showed exceedingly well
close to our safari vehicl&ventuallyshe wandered ofbut appeared again by
a lake where she proceeded lay in the shallows. Then as she moved on and



walkedalongthe edge otthe lake three Smootltoated Otters swam toward
her and began mobbing hebobbing about and calling and even getting out
of the lake to harass heAlthough mobbing/harassing predator by potential
preyis abehaviourthat is well knowryou certainly dg” Q { it evé&ySlay
between these two species.

Other species seen on the drive were Spotted Q€dmtal)which were very
common one Sambay lots ofBonnet Macaquedour Wild Boareight Gaur,
two Ruddy Mongoosgwo (Malabar)indian Giant Squirrel$\e also saw
about ten Blackfooted Languravhich wasour secondendemic mammadf the
trip. Nagarhole National Parkvasthe only site on ouitinerary wherewe could
see this species.

After our evening meal anth our own vehicles & went for a nightdrive for a
couple of houron some of theoadssurroundingthe lodge We cameacross
three Wild Boar sixBlacknaped Hares and a Small Indian Civet.




Above:Tiger JW

Sunday 22 January Earlymorningsafari drive 06:3@ 09:30 in zone A.

We came acrosa fewElephantsmanySpotted Deerthree Sambarfour Wild
Boar,quite a fewBonnet MacaqueandBlackfooted Langurstiwo Ruddy
Mongoose four Indian Giant Squirrels. But the outstanding highlight was
watching a pack of five Dholés around 15 minutesvhich we had to
ourselvesas no other vehicles were around

Back at camp we had breakfast and then mooched about birding and
butterflying, the oty mammals being the ubiquitous Bonnet Macaques.

After lunch we went out on another safari, 15:808:30.

We again went ito zone A which is bigger than zone B with more tracks to

follow andismore forestedY2 dz R2y Qi | f gl 84 3ISdo I OK2,
go in aghe driver is allocate@ zone by the reserve Hégrsonnel Although if

you are there for a couple of days you will get to visit both zowés also

learnt that zone B had just been closed because the female Tiger we saw



yesterday had sadly led a local villager (who was allowed to walk in the
reserve). It appears the villager had unintentionally come across the Tiger and
surpriged her and was then fatally attacked. The Tiger was not killed because
of this incident.

On the drive we sawine Eephants three Wild Boar,manySpotted Deer,

three Sambara fewBonnet MacaqueandBlackfooted Langurstwo Stripe
necked Mongoosdwo Ruddy Mongoose. Thaghlight,however,was a male
Tigerg a bit distant but it looked supérjust loafing around on the far side of a
lake.Back at the lodge in the evening we saw a couple of Wild Boar and a
BrownRat.

Tiger and Smootieoated Otter PT



Blackfooted Langur

Monday 239 January.Safari drive zone A, 06:319:30.

LO o1 ay Qi effoegnd @mate$dogan®hiah we watched for five

minutes before it walked off into thick covek little later wefoundaWLJ- O1 Q 2 F
three Dholesand once agaienjoyed super close views of this beautiful canid

Our driver got a call about a Tiger with two cidye went forthem but

unfortunately, they hal gone by the time we got to the location.

Other wildlifeseenon the drive werden Gaur, one Sambay manySpotted
Deer, 18 Wild Boar, two Ruddy Mongoosaigles of 8ipe-necked Mongoose
andThreestriped Palm Squirrel and a few Bldokted Langurs.

Back at the lodge for breakfast and lunch the only mammals seen were Bonnet
Macaques.

Afternoon safari 15:3Q 18:30, zone AA similar set of mammalkssseen on
the morning drive 12 Elephantsyne Wild Boar, one Thregtriped Palm
Squirrel,one Ruddy Mongoose, 13 @afour Sambar, mangpotted Deer



Blackfooted Langurs and Bonnet Macaqu®ge also had great views again of
the packof five Dholeg; the same packvhich we saw yesterday

In the evening PT and KB caught a House Mouse in their chalet.

Tuesday 2% January. Kabinic Bandapur

Our finalsafari drive 06:30¢ 09:30,in Nagrhole National Parkproduced wo
Elephants, 18 &ur, three Sambar, lots @potted Deerfive Stripenecked
Mongoose, Blackooted Langurs, Bonnet Macaques and a single Indian Giant
Squirrel.

After breakfast we departelabini and drove to Bandapur, arriving at the
Bandipur Safari Lodge early afterno@nGrey Mongoose was seen aute,
and onewasseen in the grounds of the lodge along widbnnet Macaques.



The BandipuNational Parks adjacent to Kabirand hoss virtually identical
wildlife, albeit in lower density, and in hillier terraibike Nagrhole a public
road goes through thearkwhich is closed to traffic over night.

Afternoon Safari drive 15:3Q 18:30.TuftedGreyLangurs, Bonnet Macaques,
eight Elephants, ninedair, six Ruddy Mongoose, 15 Samhbasingle Wild Boar
and a few Spotted Deer

After dinner we did a night drive in our own vehicles around surrounding roads
from 19:00 to 20:30We sawmtwo Blacknaped HaresixSpotted Deeandwe
had a brief view of &loth Bear as it crossed the road in front of us.

Leopard KB

Wednesday 28 January.Safari drive 06:3@ 09:30.Bandipur National Park.
LG glayQi f2y3 6ST2NE ¢S tFaideésfor FSYI f
ten minutes before it melted away into thick covéypart from seeingur third

Tiger of the trip we alseaw anElephant, six Samb&potted DeerTufted
Grey Langurs, singles of Indian Giant Squirrel and Stepked MongooseNe



drovearoundanareain the reservavhere Chousinga (Fotmorned Antelope)
are sometimes seen but had no luck.

Back at the lodge for breakfast and lunch and then out again for an afternoon
safari, 15:3@; 19:00.

Nine Elephants, six Samb&potted Deeronre Indian Muntjac, Tufted Grey
Langurs, Bonnet Macaques, three Ruddy Mongoose, one Indian Giant Squirrel.
Again, we did an area in the hope of coming across a Chousinga but drew a
blank. On the way back to the lodga the public roadbut still in the regrve

we hit a traffic jam caused by a very obliging and showy Sloth Bear. A fitting
end to our safarign BandipurNational Park

After dinner we did a short night drive our own vehicleand came across
two Blacknaped Hare, five Wild Boar a féspottedDeerand an unidentified
mouseran across the road

Elephant JW
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Thursday 28 January Travel dayBandipur Valparai

We departed Bandipusoon after 06:00 and made for Valparai. Driving out of
the reserve we saw an Elephant and a fépotted DeerWe stoppedat Ooty

for a few hourdinding someandemic birdsand a SambaiWe also had
breakfastin Ootybefore moving onWe stopped for lunclon route and met

up with alongtime¥ NA Sy R ¢ &aheshwwh@ Wa foining us foa week
Raneshsa great guy andery keen on his wildlife and wild places.

We drove through the Anamala&iger Reserven a public roadyetting brief

views ofNilgiri Langurg our third endemic mammalplus Bonnet Macaques

and a Wild BoalWe were now at a higher elevation and in a tea growing area
and were staying for one night in a tea plantation bungalow called Tahr Trails.
At dusk and not far from the bunfgav a 30 strong herd of Gaur were grazing.
We arrived afTahr Trails bungalowafter dark at 19:30.

One of the reasons we were staying oveghtat Tahr Trailsvas for Brown
Mongoose which had been seen regularly in the garden of the hdMsalid a
night search using my thermal imager but had no luck.

Nilgiri Langur PT



Friday 27 January.Tahr Trails and Monica BungalgwWalparai.

We checked the garden from first light for a couple of hours. But noafign
Brown Mongoose but did see a Stripecked Mongoose and around six Jungle
Palm Squirrelsourfourth endemic speciesalthough not strictly a Western
Ghats endemic as its distribution extends a little further north out of the
region We departed Tahr &ils at 11:00 to make our way to Monica Bungalow
a couple of hours drive away but still in the Valparai area. We again traversed
the Anamalai Tiger Reserve on the public road seaifeyvNilgiri LangursWe
arrived at Monica Bungalow in time for lunchl&:00. From the bungalow
grounds we saw Nilgiri Langurs and Bonnet Macaques.

Nilgiri Tahr JW

In the dternoon we headed forthe Anamalai TigeReserve. Before we got to
the reservewe came acrosten Liontailed Macaqueg our fifth endemic
Then along the windindpilly public road in the reserwee found Nilgiri



Langurs a few Tufted Grey Langurs, Bonnet Macadiue=e Indian Gant

Squirrelsanda Stripenecked MongooseéWe then came acrossir sixth
endemiccthreeNI3IANRA ¢ KNAE® ¢KS&@ gSNBYyQl RATTF)
along the edge of the road and weobviouslyhabituated as they allowed a

close approachfyoudoQd f A1S &aSSAy3a GKSY 2y GKS
St SOFOA2y 3ANIFEAAtlIYR 2F 9N} QA dzE Y Dbl {7
good numbers of Tahifou get to the bp where the Tahr aren a shuttle bus

andby all accounts are easy to see being habituatechtoliuses and the

YEye (G2dz2NRaGad ¢isghdwavery Qi 384G GAYS G2

A night drive not far from the Monica Bungalow was productive. We found 16

Indian Giant Flying Squirrels, plus two Brown Cigetsr seventh endemic.

The first civet was a bdistant and difficult to see at times, the second one was

I 0SGUSNI OASs o0dzi ol ayQid aSSy o0& SOSNI
went unidentified. Back in the grounds of the bungalow we found an Indian

Giant Squirrel and a few Brown Rats and HousseMi

Nilgiri Tahr PT



Nilgiri Tahr

Stripe-necked Mongoose
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Liontailed Macaque KB

Saturday 28 JanuaryValparai.

We drove a few miles to another tea plantation associated with the Monica
bungalow. We walked the grounds from 07:©@0:00. We watched a large
troop of Liontailed Macaquesvhich oddly was accompanied by a single
Bonnet Macaque which appeared to be acting as a member of the troop. We
also saw a single Indian Giant Squijrtietee JungléalmSquirrelsand a pair of
mating Indian Muntjac.

After breakfastwe just relaxedaround Monica bungalovbirding and

butterflying until lunch Bonnet Macaques being the only mammals seen in the
grounds. In the afternoon we drove around looking for wildlife. Finding Bonnet
Macaquesa couple of Strip@mecked Mongoose and a couple of Jurigésm
Squirrelsin anearbytown (Roti Kadgia troop of Liortailed Macaques loafed



around the buildings. This was our third troop of L-tarled Macaques, there
are four troops inhabiting the Valparai area.

Before itgotdark,we returned to the tea plantation we visited in the morning.
We staked out a fruiting fig tree and soon after dark we found what we were
hoping for- a Brown Palm Civet. It showed exceedingly well as it munched on
the figs Apart fromsomesmall bats spemerging froma buildingthere were
ShortnosedFruit Bats flying in and picking off the fiyjge also saw six

Sambar.

Sunday 29 JanuaryTravel day Valparai to Chinnar.

After breakfastve departed Monica Bungaloyon routenot far from the
bungalow we sawNilgiri Langurs and a sounder of Wild Boar with stripy
youngsters crossing the road/e passed througRoti Kadaiagain seeing the
Liontailed Macaques loafing around the buildings.

Arriving at the Chinnawildlife Sanctuary mi@fternoon we saw a single

Elephant, Bonnet Macaquesufted Grey Langurs and a Thh&eped Palm

Squirrel We also went on ahort, guideds | £ { YR | f 0 K2dz3K RAF
mammals the ancient rock paintings were interesting and weltth the walk.

We left the sanctuary around 18:00 and drove the hour or so to our overnight
accommodation at the Talayar Valley Bungalow in another tea plantation.

Monday 30" January.Chinnar¢ Pampadum Shola.

A brief pre-breakfast visit to the Chirar Wildlife Sanctuary produced Indian
Giant Squirrel, Bonné#lacaques, Tufted Grey Langurs and an Indian Muntjac.

We departed Talayar Valley Bungalow around 11:00 and made for Pampadum
SholaNational Parkarriving around 15:30//e stayed two nights in waten
huts, they were basic but perfectly situated in a great location in the park itself.

On a late afternoon driven our owncars,we sawthree Stripenecked
Mongooseanda Nilgiri StripedSquirrel- our eighthendemic speciesNe also
sawthree Brown Mongoose. One was a quick view as it ran across the road
but the otherwas a prolonged view as a pair foraged throagémall pile of
rubbish behind a hut by the park entrance gate.



After dark as we were having our evening meal at the kitdingra short walk
from our huts,we watched two Indian Porcupinaesuffling around. Even
better was a Brown Palm Civet that also showed up on and oféfominutes.




BrownPalm Civet KB

Tuesday 31 January.Pampadum Shola National Park.

We walked and drove the roadisroughout the dayin the hope of coming
across a Nilgiri Martergut no luck.So, it was rather galling when the reserve
entrance gate warden showed us a vidg#a Nilgiri Marten attacking an

Indian Chevrotain, which eventually escaped. The viteeen on his phoe,
wasfrom a coupe of months earlier at mianorning on the road by the
entrance gate. Currentlpampadum Shol& probablythe bestlocationto find
this elusivemustelid We did see Bonnd¥lacaques, Nilgiri Langurs, two Brown
Mongoose- again by the etrance gate, threeNilgiri StripedSquirrels and two
Indian Giant Squirrels.

In the evening a wewere eatingour evening meal an Indian Porcupine
showed up agairBut we missed théBrown Civethis timeas it appeared five
minutes before wearrived for our meal.



