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Pre-trip:

Everyone knows thbest part of having a baby taking ababymoonWellY I € 6 S y 20 (GKS 06SaG3> o0dzi Mwon@eiul OS NJ
news that my wiféAnnand | were expecting our first child, wevierishlybeganplotting a trip. Anexpiring credit with Copa Airlinggrroweddown

our choicesWith this credit, we could visit Chile@ith a Panamastopoverandsnagdouble the countriesgnddouble the mammals!younded easy
enough The catchChilehad just reopenedts borderspostCovid andentry requiredan extensiveMobility Passapprovalprocesgmore on this in

my Chilereporta A YS KI R 0SSy | LIINRPOSR $SS1a SINIASNE odzi !yyQa NBYIFAYSR
Fivemonths pregnant and eager totake ourfirs A YU SNY I GA 2y £ GNRA LI Ay OS H nwitthizer GhijegiMabifyR L ¢
PasstiiAf f LISYRAY3IX

ltinerary & Key Targetsfecember ' ¢ December4™ 2021) $&8

Canopy Tower was a must, as | had seen many trip reports boast fan
haulshere. A welcomed suggestion from Venkat Sankar fillegnextra
night atBurbayar Nature Resernfe S & dzNB (2 T2 f 2 g 8
Ot 2aSftes ta GKSE R2yQd FLIISENI 2

Day 1:Tocumen International Airportdrive toBurbayar Nature Reservg 2
(Armored Rat, Yapok)

Day 2:Burbayar Nature Reserydrive toCanopy TowefWestern
Lowland Olingo, Panamanian Night MonkefndeanPorcupine,
Spectral Ba}, andPipeline RoadCentral American Tapeti)

Day 3:CanopyTower, drive toPipelineRoad

Day 4:Canopy Towerdrive toGamboaRainforest Reserviesser
Capybara)drive toParque Municipal Summ({taptive Lesser Capybara
Harpy Eagl® return to Tocumerinternational Airport




Burbayar Nature Reserve

This scenic lodge is situated on the Continental Divide wtierelistributions ofvarious
species meetlt was closed for 4 yeaneeoperedin 2019, only tdhave their doorsagain . i
shutered due to CovidAlthough usuallyrequented by birdersl hoped to expand their B
mammalan footprint with a visit. At 90 minutesNortheastfrom Tocumen International

Airport, Burbayar is very accessible even for a short ghgad of our arrival,
management implored us to be prepared with a 4sehicle Unfortunately,s S RA R
read the fine print and managed to rent an SUV bere#-afheel drive - an oversightwe
onlyrealized halfway thereAnn, theacedriver betweenthe two of us, had gotteras far
asthe entrancewhen shebravely attemptedone finalsteep incline. Mud encasealr
wheelsaswe slid backwardsnto a deepgutter,
rendering the cawirtuallyimmobile.Before panic fully
setire 0 KS excexdtrigl$ 2k@dful owneMarco
came to our rescue and expertly maneuvered our
vehicle to safetyOur rentalremainedat the bottom of
GKA& GNBFOKSNRdza KA f =
transported us to the topWe were the only guests for
the night ard Marco had graciouslyaveledfrom
Panama City to ensure a comfortable stay.

We checked in asusk fellandimmediately set out for
a night walked byToriq the lodge manager and site
guide.We encounteredseveraltree frogs ancan
adorablesleepinghummingbird before concluding with
an uber cooperative5 SND & Qa 2 2 2 ddfadgent
tod KS f 2 R3IA@ely hQre cookédidimner
fueledan encorenight walk.Excitement peaked in the
opening minutes as | spiedldecentsizedheat signature in fronof the streamnearthe baseof the precariousdriveway. Ihurriedly motionedto
Toida = G KA Y1 Ay Japakéh oir hadds@htetBilight was on, it scurried into the brush, nowostly obscured. | snapped one photo,
GKSY GKS yAYLFf ¢l a 32y S dArndored Rat adthrillingervith albddddg Samd I deinainitle of th& walllgng the
main roadproved uneventfulbesidegiptoeing around arexceedingly venowus Ferde-lance Back at the lodge | managed a few shot©oange
Nectar Batsswooping in on hummingbird feeders the lodgadkept filled overnight at my request.



Armored Rat



ge Nectar Bat



The following morning, we hiked the same trail from freviousnight resulting indistant views of &Redtailed Squirrelanda brief Toficonly
glimpseof Panamanian Night Monkeypeeking from a hole, high in a tree. Thisstwas a new discovery fafofiq otherwise weg 2 dzf RaRed S
it out for when themonkeysemergedat dusk | held out hope there would be another chance &anopy Tower.

Before ourdeparture | askedabout any known bat roostd ofiohesitantly showed me dowa hill from themainroad where aiver lay beforea
smallbridge. The thermal confirmelats but if | wanted to get closel, QR Yy S SR  td&ep thrbugHurky WateB IKow barefoot,| gingerly
stepped overslippery rocks until | was close enough photograpts. Shamefully, all this effort led to a group of unspectac{lle® 6 I Q dtail¢dK 2 N.
Bats

We then retracedour stepsback pasthe airport, asthe Canopy Towewasonly an additional35 minutes further WestAll the while,we still had
no update on! y yQbigeanMobility PasX
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Canopy TowelPipeline Road/Gamboa

Canopy Tower iprobably the most uniguecd 2 R3S L Q@S SGSNJ adl
constructedas a radar statiom 1963 by the Ugilitary, it reopened as an ecolodge in <
1999- certainlyan oddball origirstory. Nevertheless, its location, height, cylindrisiape, :
and many windows combine to creatiee perfect place for observing nature from
different layers of the rainforest Wil G KS | YSYAUGASEa R2y Qi !
point, the wildlife watching is top notch and worth every penny.

Upon arrival, v were both quitefatigued and retreated to our'$story room for some
rest, but activity outside our window beckoned. Aajpp of Geoffroé Qa ¢ lcavbrigdh vy
around in a tree righbutsideour room. Ah, thisvasthe life, mammaling from bed.
Shortly before dusk®f A YO SR dzLlJ 2y G2 (KS and@asSola N
disappointed. Bats flewn from all directions, includingoticeably behemottSpectral Bats v
with wingspans othree feet.

Dinner was enjoyed from the highest floor of the tower, boastirg@c8-degreeview of the
AdZNNR dzy RAYy 3 2dzy3af So LQ@S y S geraerfvigilarg iSrR
nocturnalvisitors. Ad, alittle before 7:00 pm, we got someBaited manana had attracted a
group of curiousVestern Lowland Olinggsvho happily chomped othe reliable treat. A
thermal scan of the area also yieldsdlitaryHoffmany” Q a -t@ed Slothand Central
American Woolly Opossuntinally, tomy relief, by9:30pm a pair ofPanamanian Night
Monkeyscommandeered the banana bait statiamaking up for thenear miss earlier.




Western Lowland Olingo Panamanian NighMonkeys




Exceedingly satisfied with our first night at the tower, we proceeded to drive to Pipd
Road, touted as being a musgsitarea for wildlife The road from the Tower to the
main roadcuts through a forested area called Semaphore Higlre, anarmadilloburst
onto the scene, crossing the road in front of adNine-banded Armadillo
masquerading athe muchrarer Northern Nakedtailed Armadillo. Later, withthe
benefit of a computer screen was able teeethat what had firstappeared to be a flat
head with small ears, was instead the thick, striated tail of a {daneded.

The high obur sucessful eveningias promptly followedoy alow - air pressurethat isq
as we ended up witl flattire. With our tight schedulethere was no time for a full
replacement, save rocked a donut for the remaininigvo days, with no further issues.
Unfortunately, his delaydid cut into our Lesser Capybarsearchwhich proved
fruitless around the lake area leading up to PipelR®ad Andsobegan my unusual
struggle withthis giant, commonlyseenrodent.

Nine-banded Armadillo

Pipeline Roadhowever lived up to the hype. In an hour of walkinge thermaled a
continuousarmy of bats enjoying a midnight fruit snack. The sheer volume of therm
hits was @erwhelming. Eventually | had to stop photograminevery individual
insteadturning myfocusto noticeablevariatiors. It was fascinating to watch them
eating at night like this, unphased by our preserBat speciesere likely included:
Large FruiteatA y 3 . | G X |-nfded BatNdReat StripiEcedBatand¢ K 2 Y |
Fruit-eating Bat In between bats, we spotted our thifsl S NN Opossunof the
trip. An uneventful drivebackto the tower wasmade up forwith a 1amvisit to the
banana baitvhich now nourishea Kinkajou

Thet 22 YAy 3  Mdbility Paskast aj/dgrRshadow over the trip thus f@ur
flight to Chilewasnowoneday awayr YR ! yy g2dzZ Ry Qi oS ah
approved passTipped offby travel message boardstried pleading withthem over
InstagramDMs. | pulled at all the heartstringgamenting how this waplannedas abig
celebratory tripahead ofour first baby and nows S OféBul of having to cancehe
whole thing. Fiveminutes later, thenerverackingdd 2 Y' S 2rgsofiding ellipsis
dancedon myphone screerX Theyhad responded! Thegppeared ready to help and &
wanted her documents again. We sent theight awayand within the hour Ann had |
confirmation of her APPROVBDDbility Pasdor Chilé Sweet relief! Back tadoring
Panama!
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Greater Saavinged Bat . . . e ——
2 We could now enjoy deisurely morning. From the comfort of Eeasiss s

breakfast, we spied Brown-throated Threetoed Sloth
through a telescope one of the guides had keyed We
spentthe rest of themorningat the iconic Panama Canat

you thought sloths were slow, wait until you watch a boat pz
through the system of locks that allow passage between twq
20Slya 2F RAFFSNBYy(G KSAIKG
cool experience and definitely worth a vidtlus,we pickel -
oui 2 dzNJ 0 meémeribda PadalN&danal onesien the =
drive back to the tower we stopped at a bridge along the en
road known to housésreater Saewinged Batsunderneath.
Then & dusk approached, we hiked along tRé&antationtrail,
catching a distat view of aretreating Tayra

In lieu of joining (and paying for) a night tour, | offered my
services with dhermal imager from our own vehicle while

departingin tandem with thesafari truck By 8:30pm it paid

off, as | wasble tolocatethe first and onlyAndean Porcupine
(formerlyknown asw 2 K ORodcipiReCiat everyone A
crowdpleasingl 2 ¥ ¥ Y | ytéed Sl6tanAs up next, on r‘
move- ever so graduallyJpon reaching the main road we bid
adieu to the night tourcrewandpressed onwadls for a return

to FApeline Road.

On the way, acragglyCommon Opossunbounded along the
side of the road. Another faileldesser Capybarattempt
LINEOSRSR (KS adz00Saa¥d#g | Ol
the Central American TapetiTwo separate encountessith
these shorteared rabbits occurred between 10:30 and 11:30
pm, plusa Jamaican Fruit Bafor stat paddingourposes

Unlike yeterday, thisS @Sy Ay 3 Qa NI G dzNYy H
Semaphore Hill proved very rewardingth Collared Peccary
a gorgeoud.owland Pacaand anothertCommon Opossum

p— 4 .
Andgjan Porcupine
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Jamaican Fruit Bat



Our final morning produced some low priority species around the
tower, likeMantled Howleranda roof-inspectingWhite-nosed Coati
However,Panamanianwhite-faced Capuchinsremained scarce. |
decided to make one last ditch effort fluesse Capybaraaround
Gamboa Rainforest Reservespoke with hotel staff and narrowed my 74
search to their suggested areas but still no Capybaras! Instead, only. 0 ™
Central American Agoutigrere foundin the surrounding suburbs. As ¢
consolation, | stoppedby local zooParque Municipal Summitor
captive Lesser Capybaadong with abonusHarpy Eagle one of few
birds cool enough to be considered an honorary mammal.

One more round of negative Covid tetakenat the tower, and just
like that our Panama stopover was complete. We were bound for C
seeminglya miracle aftera naitbiting couplemonths.Babymooning
adventures2 0SS O2y (A ydzSRX







