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Introduction

About us

We are twoenthusiasticnature lovers who travel the world together to search for stunning birds,
fascinating mammals and incredible natu€@ur world travel started in October 2021 in Chile, where

we bought a car to drive through Souflmerica in searchfdirds and mammals for about 2 years.

Rob Janseiis biologist andvildlife photographer and thushas a lot of knowledge about species and

ecologyl S A& Syi{iKdzaAl aGA O | 062 ddiotogrdptis bifdsnk miatialsh y Y I G dzN.
Romy JansefHoutzageris marketing professionaDur social radia accounts, the look and feel of

this report and the website are her work. In the field, she is an ese#ipotter and very patient

03AAPS YS a2YS 2F KSNI LI GASYOS XIyR KdzZNNEHU
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Robphotographing theJacotoco Antpitta Romyat an alligator nest

Information and how to use this trip report

This trip report coverghe countryEcuador Our visit to Ecuador is split in two separate periods. We
visitedthe east on our way north, and the west on our way sothis mainly hdto do with ketter
chances for good weatheand the planning for other countries like Colombia aRdru. We
understand that this trip report coversay too many locations to visit withione holiday. As we
visited less known regions, and pats on independent birding with good coordinates were
surprisingly few for such a well birded countrye still wanted to write about all the locations we
visited.

We travelledEcuadorfrom the 14" of December B22 ¢ 24" of Januaryand again from the™ of
Junec¢ 13" of July2023 For all photos of ourEcuadortrip, comments, complimentsany specific
questions, visiand/or contact us viaur website We would love to hear from you!

@ www.robjansenphotography.com/ecuador www.instagram.com/robjansenphotography

Species are highlighteéh this trip report blue for birds red for mammalsand green for
herpetofauna Target species which we missatia specific spot are writtein italic. This gives you
an idea which species to pay extra attentimn All observations made by us ltuadorcan be found
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on Observatiororg. We observed a total of abo@59 bird species ath 36 mammal species in
EcuadorClick here for thetotal bird list, total mammal listor the total species list

For more trip reports see our wshlie: www.robjansenphotography.com/tripeports
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After bird & mammalwatching large parts of Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Bolivia & Peru (see
other trip reports on the websity we decided to cross to Ecuador. We focussed mainl the

eastern side of Ecuador before going to Colombia, and focussed on the Andes and western side of
Ecuador on our way back soutitle made amap in Google My Mapwith pointers of interesting

trails and places andpecific bird and mammadobcations. You can view this map, download the
points and add them to your own map (click on the three dots above the legend and download the
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https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=1&province_id=120&start_date=2022-12-14&end_date=2023-07-13&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=2&province_id=120&start_date=2022-12-14&end_date=2023-07-13&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://observation.org/users/131771/species/?period=life&species_group_id=0&province_id=120&start_date=2022-12-14&end_date=2023-07-13&filter_month=&filter_year=&use_local_taxonomy=on
https://www.robjansenphotography.com/trip-reports
https://www.robjansenphotography.com/trip-reports
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-1.8017953761147074%2C-79.85821554932157&z=7
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Yal] FAES IyYyR RNI}Y3I (GKAA (G2 @&2dzNJ 2.Mdps.vd Hakirdost 2 NJ | R
walking trails on iand is usable offinev2 dzi S y I @A 3L GA2y o6& OFNJ R2SayQi
better to use Google Maps for that purpase

Weather and timing

We visitedEcuadoms part of our world traverom the 14" of December 2022ntil the 24th January
2023and again on our way back from thé“®f June until thel3" of July 2023Theweatherwas
generallyquite nice,but the rainy season had startetliring our first period in EcuaddbecJan)and

we had a couple of days with rain for the most part of the.daycals said the raiseason is just
starting and that rains are supposed to be worse in the following mofithes.forest seemed quiet at
times especially in the Amazon (January), and for that an earlier visit than ours is advised.

On our way back we hddts of rain, strong winds and fog in the high mountains and rain east of the
Andes (June). West of the Andes we had quite good weather for most of the time-Julyhe
without too much rain hindering birding. It was however the year of El Nifio, whickedathe
Tumbes to be totally green instead of dry. This made it harder to find certain KHose of them
already left their breeding sites; where this is the case we mentioned in at the location.
Temperatures depended heavily on altitude, so layers age k

Transportation

Our transportation irEcuadowas of course our Toyota 4Runr@R5 4.0 201@WD OF f f SR. WC 2 NNB
We boughtthis car in Santiag¢Chile)and got it convertedso that wecould sleep in it as welOur

2WD did well inEcuadorand we barely had any problems on the ro&bads are generalleally

good, even the gravel oneéfter the main roads in Colombia and eastern Brak#sé might have

been the best roads we came across in the whole of South America. There are ofalmargs few

exceptions where we needed high clearance/good shock absorbers. At locations where this is the

case we mentioned in the text. Generally a simple sedd@WD) will do really well in Ecuador, and

there is no need to hire an expensive car.

L LS e W Tk - .« e Rl
Our loyal friend Forresat Podocarpus NP Forreston the Santa Cecilia traht Paquisha
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Books & Apps

- Birds ofEcuador J.F. Freile & R. Restidlelm Field Guides2018. A nice guideput with some
surprisingly bad and basic drawings for suchreaent guide (compared to the bird books of
neighbouring countries). Nevertheless the boogitk, with altitude information &ttention to ssp.

- Birds of Ecuador apMery handy to havéhis app! It hassimilar (and even a bit mor@)formation

as in the bookit also includes sounds, but not ft species.

- Merlin appfor the birds soundJust amazing thathis appis free. Most specietave sounds in there

(except for e.gBlack Tinamou and Loja Tapaqgubnd it will suffice.

- BirdNet app for recording the bird sound¥ € 2dz R2y Qi 1{,Bi@detdarfgivedi KS & 2 dzy F
possibldD. It helped us a few times when we were frustigly searching for a bird we heard deep

inside the shrubs. gure ID of dird from BirdNet saved us some time here and there ;)

- iOverlander app for camping plac@is app gives nice information on where to camp or buy stuff.

Equipment
Photography Sony A9 Il + 26600mm + 1.4x converter Sony 24.05mm GoPro Hero 9

Binoculars and telescope&SwarovskiEL 8x32VB,Eden 8x32 XP, Swagki65HD+ 2550mm
Heat scope/Thermal imagetlahoux Spotter Elite 35l&houxbirding.co A great heat scope from

a company in The Netherlands. | owned other brands, but we are super happy with the sharpness,
modes and light weight of this heat scope! More hetgjansenphotography.com/lahouxbirding

Spotlighting Fenix HT18 Long Distance Flashlight (powerful, very focussed and my preferred choice
for open areas)Fenix TK35 201&dition (less powerful and focussed than the HT18, but still very
strong and nie for spotlighting), Fenix FD41 Focus Flashlight.

Use of cell phones ikcuador

We bought two Claro SIM cards in Peru and we were able to use them in Ecuador. To recharge we
had to use a website, as the credit for us was in Soles instead of USD. We rechiarged
MobileRechargeYou pay a smalee, but for us this was worth it and way more conveni€di the

way back we did buy an Ecuadorian SIM at the border and this made it way easier to recharge at any
store with a Claro sign outside.

Paying inEcuador

A bit surprisingo us was that pying inEcuadoris often done in cashGards are not acceptedt
many placeslots of gas stations for examplR 2 y Q (i ahyCamiS Bélsure tobring enoughUSD
Banco del Austro and Banco Internacional were tharks (0 K| (  ¢har® yia fee for
withdrawing money. They alsoad the highest limit per withdrawal200USD per withdrawahnd
allowed multiple withdrawals per card per day
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https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.birdseyebirding.birdseye.ecuador&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://www.lahouxbirding.com/
https://www.robjansenphotography.com/lahouxbirding
https://mobilerecharge.com/
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Water-to-Go

To reduce plastic usage on our travels we bought WhteBo water bottles. Read aboudur
experience with Wateto-Go on our websitewww.robjansenphotography.com/watein-go. The
bottle and filters are not too expensive, and you will have your investment back within oneyadlid
you order with the voucheRJANSEN1you will get15% discountas well! Check the website here:
www.watertogousa.con(United States of America, Canada)yw.watertogo.eu(United Kingdom)

or www.watertogo.shop(most countries in the EU).

If you enjoy my wildlife photos and trip report
support my creative journey byuying me a
coffee. Your generosity brings me closer
capturing impressie wildlife and untold stories
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https://www.robjansenphotography.com/water-to-go
https://water-to-go-usa.myshopify.com/?sca_ref=4305882.J2T1vixh7Y
https://watertogo.eu/
https://watertogo.shop/
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/robjansenphotography
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Visitedsites

Reserva Tapichalaca -4.49541-79.13199

Visiteddates 15-17 December 2022

Reserva Tapichalaca, atite lodge Casa Simpsqm.495412,-79.131993), are well known with
birders for the Jocotoco Antpitta. It is possible to stay at dage or to do a day visit (45USD p.p., for
the Antpitta feeders, hummingbird feeders, trail use and breakfast). Reservations have to be made
via the office of Jocotoco Foundatiorin Quito {ia WhatsApp: +593 99 244 0038, or emalil
ventas@jocotoursecuadoom). You can pay onlawith an administration fee #lebit/credit cards

fees, or pay in cash at the lodge.

We had a reservation forthe f& ¥ 5SOSYO6SNJ I yR GKSNBTF2N KIFIR G2 W,
of the publicly accessible trails. One starts la tittle shrine {4.49822,-79.1346%, but is not too
great as you walk in a narrogully most of the timeWe still observedGoldenplumed Parakeet

Bearded Guan(both of which turned out to be quite common in the reserve) and mamginge
banded FlycatchersPlaying thedpe of the latter brought i3 individuals!

-

-,

Amethystthroated Sunangé | Goldenplumed Parakeet

We then walked the trail that is connected to the main road. Park the car next toetfugio (-
4.49108,-79.13589 and walk up the path on the other side of the road. Birding was quite good still
late morning, and we observed quite some mixed flocks. A flock withPE{Shcapgyoing through

the bamboo also containeRufous WrensCloseby Plaintailed Wrenswere singing and not much

farther up we encounteredRufouscrowned Todyflycatchersin the same bamboo patclGolden

crowned Tanagersvere seen in another flock. In the afternoon we walked the side trail towards the
Jocotoco Antpittafeeder (going through the green gate on the right of the path). Just before the
entrance we finally observed Blackthroated Todytyrant, a species we searched for already in

.28 AQ0AL YR t SNMz 0dzi yS@SNI Sy O2 dzy iite keEdRrdbutdi® RARY C
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.493059564171901%2C-79.13386692901798&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.493059564171901%2C-79.13386692901798&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.4961643343453375%2C-79.13225221031861&z=18
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.497142963597033%2C-79.13409793644037&z=18
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.491245110971473%2C-79.13503971398202&z=19
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.491245110971473%2C-79.13503971398202&z=19
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hear Highland Tinamou Suddenly &hestnutnaped Antpitta walked on the trail. The ranger said
the Jocotoco Antpitta also does this sometimes, so you might already encounter it this way.

At the lodge there are some hummingbird feeders. These attracted Sunangelnd some more
common species of hummingbird. At night we he&udfousbanded Owl White-throated Sceech
owl is heard often, but not the nights we were there. We also smeliggdbed HognosedSkunk and
according to the ranger, this creature comes to the lodge at night to eat the paint.

The next morningat 06.30we went with ranger Franceowards the first feeder for theChestnut

naped Antpitta This feeder is about 50m from the lodge. It was raining and foggy and quite dark, but

still cool to see this speciegp close We waited for the rain to stop and then drove and walked to

the Jocotoco Antpitta feeder. | already laid down on the floor, Wit | Y OKA 12 Q ¢ 2 dzZf Ry Qi
getting worried aftermn YAy dziSa 2F CNIyO2 OlFfftAyadr gKAAGE AY.
@Sy3dlLéd L NBFR a2YS NBGASga 2F LIS2 L¥etBhgimoked & Ay I
nervous. Franco kept callintg name, walking the trails near the feeder, but no Antpitta. It almost

FStG tA1S 2yS 2F GK2aS {ARaA aKz26aodd ¢KS YIFIAyYy OK
have to shout together on-2-3i4 2 IS0 KAY (2 O02YSd 2 KdvbiGewent gl & G
FNRBY akKz2dziAy3da G2 Fy FYAOFLo6tS a@Sy3dl -toeyedrras @Sy 3
most wanted specieslocotoco Antpitta(e). Panchito did what he did best; eating worms and posing
gStftd ¢KS aKeSNI FSYeorilGSminwtssi As Panchitofwas2quitdl il av&ted dzLJ T
inside the shrubsFranco whistled agairThistime Chestnutnaped Antpitta showed up.lt hopped

closer and stole some wormisefore Panchito went on chasing him through the bushes. This
happened a few imes and was amazing to watch. We watched the total spectacle from @8.00

10.30, after whichthe Chestnuinaped finished the last worms. A great experience and amazing to

see such a rare and beautiful bird up close for so long!

: / <
; 3

L E: s 9 : 1
Chestnutnaped Antpita Jocotoco Antpitta
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Valladolid -4.54286-79.13023

At the lodge we ran into Edison Buenano, a saltbwn bird tour guide in Ecuador. He gave us some

good tips, including one about possiblesplit of Whitewinged Brushfinchssp. paynte)i The
location isjust north of Valladolid. Park the car on the siofethe road (4.54286,-79.13023 and
walk the roadside. We first walked down for about 700m, and then wabiaek up,past our car.
Then Romy spottet | & G y S NI & (e). ohldopioKaFblush @t khe top of the hill. This species can
only be found here! We also observeadighland Elaeniavhile birding, which is a good species in

Ecuadottoo.

Cerro Toledo -4.37465,-79.11139

Visiteddates 17-18 December 2022

We took the turnoff just before Yanganal (36861,-79.17516. We were in luck when we arrived at

the top of Cerro Toled@-4.37465,-79.11139, as it was totally clear and not very windy. We first

birded the low vegetation at the topnd got stunning views of a maRainbowbearded Thornbill
Many-striped Canasterosvere observed on top of some low vegetation thomja Tapaculda recent

split from Paramo Tapaculo) started callingm a ditchand was heard multiple times that afteron

and the next morning, as wa&husque Tapaculo Mouse-colored Thistletailproved easy, and many
were heard and seermost easily orthe top and onthe other side of the ridge, after the tofhis is

also where we found a mal€lowing Puffleg A small flock caméhrough the low shrubs there,
containing Glossy Flowerpiercer, Pafeaped Brushfinch and then suddenly spotted multiple
Masked Mountain Tanagets

+SNE KFLILER gAGK Fff GKS&aS aAakKGAyIa etaldil. el A f €
encountered multipleMetaltails, amongst thenTyrian Metaltail but also 2 that looked morkke a
Viridian Metaltail thanNeblina. Luckily the next morning weather was perfect and we focussed on
the part before the top. This is where we haash Metaltails the day before and this turned out to

be the right choice. A female was calling and attracted another male. This trick was adapted by us
and soon we were surrounded by at least 4 differBieblina Metaltails

Eo ﬂ andes _ 9
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.545199215769047%2C-79.1313463723066&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.545199215769047%2C-79.1313463723066&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.372386479830129%2C-79.14469887892075&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.372386479830129%2C-79.14469887892075&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.365115690227169%2C-79.17529755904117&z=17
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.376820000457055%2C-79.11142189376257&z=17
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Rainbowbearded Thornbill Masked Mountain Tanagers
On the way down we made some random stops. Bird activity was low, but at one-4t8p44.-

79.132 we still heard botlEquatorial Antpittaand a bit fartherdown Slatecrowned Antpitta (note
that the sound in Merlin is somewhat different from the sound in this part of Ecuador. Better to use
the Birds of Ecuador app as a reference to be sure).

Vilcabamba _4.26629.-79.22663

Visiteddate: 18 December 2022

We arrived in Vilcabamba around 11.00, when it wasaaly quite hot. As we haféw targets, we
decided to walk the trai¥8endero Ecol6gico Mandar@myways despite the time/heat. We started
walking from the parking lot-4.26629,-79.22663 and quickly heardlegant Crescentchestvhich
turned out to be quite common. Not much lateve also heardnd eventually got to seeur other
target; / KI LIY | Yy Q& . Othéri birds didketv&d wereBayheaded Brushfinchand Collared
Antshrike (HO).

Some birding on the road in front tie Rumi Wilco Rersenve4.258427-79.21673 yielded the ssp.
alticolaof Amazilia Hummingbirda possiblesplit (sometimes alreadpamedLoja Hummingbird).

PN PodocarpusBombuscaro -4.10781-78.96398

Visited dates: 19-23 December 2022

We drove to PN Podocarpug Bombuscarosection andparked just before the park entrancé
4.10781,-78.96399. We camped at the parking, but one can camp in the padk WWe birded the

main roadbefore the entranceli KS Yy SEG Y2NYyAy3ad 2A0GK a2YS Ayid SN
bad, but not great eitherThe best species w&pangled Coquettéoraging high on some flowers in

the trees We tried our luck at the Copalinga Lodge from the Jocotoco Foundation (Jocotoco asked

bn! {5 F2NJ 6 GOKAYT (KS FSSRENE jasKeboguple & feddard SR A
' NBYy Qi ¢ 2 NIi)KLudokili thei rangey Walrgt tvas so nice to letwatch the feeders and

Verbena plants for some hummers. Nothing spectacular, but we did get nice views of mihije

bellied Woodstars including a male. Walter helped us by drawing a map of the park and the road

after Genairo §ee next place), and ol y Qi G KIFy 1 KAY Sy &difdidhs vee2 &0t &
managed to seenany of our target species. He knows the English bird names, and s sed&know

where to go, to geyour targets if you hire him for a day or 2.
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.380945301511428%2C-79.13158824125595&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.380945301511428%2C-79.13158824125595&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.261062980442083%2C-79.22332254039037&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.261062980442083%2C-79.22332254039037&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.26414518206687%2C-79.22619158906382&z=17
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.258559723781811%2C-79.21738655566944&z=18
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.113734389806878%2C-78.96262644502099&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.113734389806878%2C-78.96262644502099&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.107613283074857%2C-78.9642161024251&z=17
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-4.107613283074857%2C-78.9642161024251&z=17
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Just outside the lodge (where thiail gets to themainroad) we got views of femal@oldertheaded
Manakins The males are a bit further upt(08996-78.9579% = o6dzi ¢S RA Rigs@iie IS
multiple efforts over the next few day®Valter called us back to show ugimy Hawkthat just flew

in (and is supposed to be regular here). Walking aboutri@wards the park we observe@eruvian
Warbling-antbirds. At night we heardBandbellied Owl at the lodge. About 1km from the lodge
towards the park is a good spot to obsemkackish Nightjar-4.096560,-78.962097). There was a
landslide in the curve of the road here, and around d(s&30 for us)it is possible to lure the
Nightjars to the groundby using playback.

The afternoon and next morning were spent walking in the park, trying mainly at the places Walter
recommendedThe path starts after the parking latlimbs up a bit and then comes to a flat cufve
4.1097,-78.9632. This is the spot foBlackbilled Treehunter (my 3008 bird species!). Walking
further there is a second flat part of the trail, which is a good spoCiapperychested Jacamafne).

The trail goes a bit down from here, atitht is where we hear@lackstreaked Puffbird At the open

part after this we observetlanceolated Monkleton our way back late in the afternodp4.1115,-
78.963§. Passing the sign about the Jacamar andwingte-necked Parakeet§vhich are sometimes
heard or seen flying byiere) we tried for Plainbacked Antpittad dziT ¢ SNBy Qi & dzNB
distantly or that it wasour imagination(as the water made quite some nois®efore and after the
bridge we tried forLanceolated Monkletand Fulvousbreasted Flatbil] but observed neither of
them. We did hearOlive Finchat this point(-4.1142,-78.9648. Walking up towards the area with
the cabins we observeHoothill Elaeniain the morning. In the afternoon we had it at the last cabin
(Cabin Higuerones4.1143,-78.9646. The area just after the cabins should be gooBioerumped
Manakin and Striolated Manakin but we only heard the latter on the stairs towards the waterfall

Cascada la Poderosa. At the waterfall eveounteredGreenfronted Lancebillsand White-capped
Dippers The Mirador trail should be good f#vhite Hawkand Blackand-chestnut Hawkeagle, but
S RARY QG GNB F2NJ G4K2aSo

Blackish Nightjar White-bellied Woodstar

After this we continued on the Sendero Higuerones. Arriving at the first stream we played the sound
of Orangecrested Flycatcherbut only heard it here. We did obsen&harptailed Streamcreepeins
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well as aGrey-chinned Hermit Walking up again we encotened a lek oEcuadorian Piedtailat the
second corner-.114877-78.967149. Even farther, as Walter alreadyew out for us, we heard

Yellowbreasted Antwrens While waiting for those to come into view, we observedDfange
crested Flycatchep L ¥ &2dz R2y Qi KI @S GKSY KSNBzZ gt (2

[eN

Thefirst2nigia ¢S RAR yAIKG éFftl1a f2y3a (GKS Ydndey NRI R
saw a dark Opossum crossing the road, with another quickly going back into the shrubs. From what

we saw it must have been ahndeanWhite-eared Opossum Another time wesaw eyeshine, but

O2dzZ Ry Qi YI 1 S AodzhonBafeki ioppddidf tasthesside ofthe road on the second

night. The last night we were too tired from all the walking to go spotlighting. Then nature decided

they would send someone over. Around 20.we suddenly heard a loud smack against our roof top

tent. | turned around and asked what Romy was doingddNty’ SR 2 dzi A G &Khk&jguQid w2 Y e
Walking on our roof, awning, climbing up the tent etc. Rob got out to get better looks, but the
Kinkapu was not scared at all. In contrary, it followed him across the parking lot. After a fewsound

of chasinghim, Rob quickly climbed up the ladder into the tent. Romy closed the zipper, just in time,

as theKinkajouhad made it up the stairs as well. A crazy night this was!

Kinkajouon our car!

Via Genairo -4.0185,-78.95733
With another paper full of drawings and names given by Walter, we went up th&afiairo Walter
AR GKSNB Aa I OKFAY Fd G4KS o0S3AayyAiAy3da 2F (G(KS N

any.We parked and camped near the end of the driveable redd){85,-78.95733. This is where

we found most flocks during the day, including most of our targ8tsprtbilled Chlorospingus,
Ashythroated Chlorospingus, Ashrowed Spinetail, Yellowbreasted Antwrenand a lot more! On

the left side of the road is a (very) steep path going uphill. As advised we took this path and climbed
up towards the open area. There we @bged Olive-chested Flycatchem the grass. In a flock was
Rufouswinged Tyrannulet(-4.0194,-78.9588) quite uncommon on this side of the country. This
spot and a bit further towards the left should be good for parrots. We only had a quickylpf a

group of White-necked ParakeetsA nice species, but not the sighting we hoped for.
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The vegetation near the more open grassy areas before the parking lot should be a good place for
Equatorial Greytailand Goldenwinged Todyflycatchez 6 dzii ¢ $nd &tRedzin® YWaAKing up

a bit to the next curve there is a more open aréd4.0170,-78.957Q, where we observed
Plumbeouscrowned Tyrannuletand got good views dlive Finch(early in the morning!).

Old Lojazamora Road -4.0341,-78.99306

On the first afternoon we birded the old Lafamora Road-4.03441,-79.00334 from 14.0016.30
but only observed a few common birdespite walking quite some distanc&€hat must have been

our least poductive birding day in the whole of our world travel so far. On our last morning we
decided we would give the road leading towards thieroeléctricaa chance. This turned out to be a

great decision as already 50m from where we parked our car.(341,-78.99306§ we heard 2

Equatorial GreytailsOl f f Ay3ad 2SS gSNB Fo0fS (2 2e&dodMitbe (1 KSY X
same tree was &reymantled Wren From there we walked up towards the gate and then back to

the car again. We were very happy to get better looks at a flockwhite-necked Parakeetsflying
from tree to tree,surprisinglywithout makingmuch noiseWe were able to observé/hite-crowned
Tapaculg Blackish Antbirdsand Wattled GuangHO)

M

Ecuadorian Tyrannulet

Reserva MayclVia Nuevo Paraise:.24871-78.65964

Visited dates: 23-25 December 2022

Reserva Maycu is located in the southeast of the country and is best known for the localized-Orange
throated TanagerAs there is quite some traffic on the roadigg through the forestand no good
placesto camp, we decided to camp at thgabafas Yankuam!(24871,-78.65969. There we were
welcomed by Carlos and Clarita. They are very nice and warm people, and for a very decent price
(5USD p.p.p.nWe were allowed to camp, use facilities like the bathroom and a kitckentop of
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that they gave usbreakfast twice ad invited us for dinner with Christmas Eviéhe birding takes
place about 4£km from the lodge, but they are plannimg builda cabin in that forest in the future.

We mainly birded the road through the reserve, parking the eaP {2288 -78.64065) and walking

both ways (south comes to more open land sooner thgoing north). This way we already
encountered a flock obrangethroated Tanagerdhe first afternoon! Carlos sayabout 90% of the
visitorsseeh i 2y GKSANI FANBRG RIFIedd 2SS RARYyQU SyoO2dzyiSNJ
was fully focussed on the forest aeOther good species we observed here @eldenwinged
Todyflycatcher (in a more open area), multipBlackand-White Todyflycatchers Greytailed Piha
(HO),Scarletbreasted Fruiteater(HO),Chestnutheaded Crak€HO) andPurplish JacamarsABlack
throated Brilliantflew by and was lured back with playback. Birds that can be observed here but that
we missed areFoothill Schiffornis, White-browed Purpletuft, Fienthroated Fruiteater and
Roraiman FlycatcherAt night we heardBandbellied Owl along the road and observed 1 at the
pineapple groove (start traik4.261536,-78.64613] and take the firsright). Foothill Sceechowl

has been observed as well helaut not by us

We were surprised by the amount of heavy traffic, and Sff%he people passing bgreet you by
honking. We only learned of the entrance to the trail towards the Tepui plateaoun last day. The
entrance should be left of the second sign of the Oratigeated Tanagers4.264656-78.644527.

Carlos said that a guideafficiallyy SSRSR FyR (KId GKS LI GK 2LISya dzl
The walk up to the Tepui should take about 2 hours one way.

We birded along thenainroad in Peru for half an hour and got very nice views Ghastnutheaded
Crakerunning in an open patch we made on the side of the rea®139.-78.6449.

The road to and from Reserva Mayca is good for speciesBli&ekbilled Seed FincHclose to
Paquisha:3.9364,-78.6992 &-3.9402,-78.6937and closer to the lodge?.2062,-78.6419, but also
Blackish Rail, Chestntiiellied Seedeater, Blacknd-white Seedeaterand other grassland species.

Band-bellied Owl Orangethroated Tanager
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Paquisha Santa Cecilia trall -3.91876-78.61443

Visiteddates 25-27 December 2022

We drovethrough Paquisha and followed maps.me up the road towaradscamping spot-8.91876,
-78.614432) around 1820m. By driving there you will pass one cattle gate, which you can open and
Of2aS oAdGQa YSFHyd G2 1SSLI OFGGES Ays y2i0 LIS2LX S
and there we found_emonbrowed FlycatchersThe main target for us was the Prickletail, wideln

be seen in mixed flocks. We walked the road 2 mornings and 2 afternoons; 2 afternoons until the top
(around 1870m) and two mornings until the end of the road (currently3&i26438,-78.60667 6at
1750m).White-bellied Antpitta and Longtailed Tapaculowere heard often in the early mornings.

We heardBlackchested Fruiteateiquite often and managed to see it onaadstlyaround-3.9209 .-

78.6129. Mixed flocks had quite some species in them, amongst wihiammulated Treehunter,
Ashbrowed Spinetail, Rufousrested Tanageand Paleedged Flycatcherbut no Prickletails. Other
good birds we encountered along the road while searching for flocke @kestnutbellied Thrush
Yellowvented Woodpeckerand Tawnybreasted Hermit We also observed quite a fair amount of

Amazon Dwarf Squirrelawhich were a real treat!

Spectcled Prickletaat its nest Amazon Dwarf Squirrel

Abitafraidwes 2 dzf RY Qi FAYR (GKS t NAO{tSGlIrAt 6S 6SNB ol OF
morning. While sheltering in our tent against the rain we heard a mixak fbassing by and decided
toget2dzi® LG RARY QU G ISjeQacledPyicRtailsirsciear Md&v! Théh wé davrthey
were constructinga nestat the end of a hanging branch in a big tree, about 20m above the ground.
The nest was constructed by (a bit surprisingly individuals. It was made mostly out of moss and
some grasdike vegetation, build around the small leaves that were still on the hanging branch.
Building was done quite rapidly, with most of the time anotleickletail already arriving before
another left to searclior more material. They would spend-20 seconds, mostly on top of the nest
before going off Sometimesa Prickletail would go from an opening at the top through the sphere of
moss, presumably to keep an arepenin the middle. | suspect it will end up being a sphere @l ov
shaped nest. One other similar structure was hanging on another branch about 2m from this nest.
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Maybe they use the same tree multiple years after another, but built a different restihg the
time the prickletails where buildinghe mixed flockwas pesent As soon as the mixdtbck left the
Prickletails left too We saw them agaimn hour after. Right away when ghflock arrived the
Prickletails started building the nest again for about 5 minutes before the flock left again.

Clearly it is still possible to see Prickletails at this site, but there has been a lot of destruction from
road worksand we only encounteredhe Prickletailsin one of the flockgin contrast to Andrew
Spencer who recorded at least one in every flocRQf1) Another option might be to go to towards
Reserva Zarzaj(849525:-78.5418139.

We spotlighted at mht and heard bothCinnamon Seechowl as well asRufesceih Saeechowl.
With the Lahoux Spotter Elite 35V heat scope we found a hummingbird resting on a bamboo branch,
which turned out to be arEmeraldbellied Puffled In a bamboo path near the car wedund a

slender, long and lighb2 € 2 dzZNSR h L2 aaddzy 6AGK | yF1SR GFAf 324
YFEYlF3S G2 3Sa I+ LékaughidformatidR orCaitdde/&istriuiion 1o ADyitR
Mi Paradise -3.83271,-78.7728

Visiteddate; 27 December 2022

We visited Mi Paradise in the middle of the day. When arriving at the location given on GoogleMaps,
we were surprised that the person living in the houliectedus to a vague location 5km up the hill.

We decided to leave the car there3(83164,-78.77569 and check some eBHists and ended up
along the main road-8.83271,78.7729. There we ran into a gate, and it turned out that the owner
Christian Romeral2 S & y Qi . Cdantéicd hinkedohdiiand to make a reservatiorfvia WhatsApp:

+593 99 236 5282).

Spangled Coquette - Spangled Coquette &Vire-crested Thorntail
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The garden has many Verbena plants and is a guaranteed sp8pémygled Coquetteof which we
saw multiple. Other hummers observed during our short visit Afiee-crested Thorntail, Little
Woodstar, Amazilia Hummingbird, Bluiiled Emerald, Goldetailed Sapphire and Lesser
Violetear.

Gerano Lodge -1.01329-77.42041

Visiteddates 2-4 January 2023

We read about Gerano Lodge in another trip report and it seemed like a good alternathertwmre
expensive lowland birdingpdgesin the Amazon, with good species like Fiery Topaz and Rufou
Potoo pinned down. We contacted the owner Sandro (+593 99 425 3125) and he responded quickly,
in English, and said we could camp at his place for 40USD a night in our car and use all the trails. Just
before arriving he mentioned he moved the lodge 10 mé@s north (due to the locaindigenous
Guaranipeopleasking many papers and money for every foreigner coming). There is a barrier just in
front of the lodge, where yolhave tomention you go to Sandro/Gerano Lodge. We arrived to find

out we had to park ad camp on the public street, which sees quite some traffic. The lodge itself is
Yy20KAY 3 Y2NB (KIFy &a2YS ¢ 2 2 RéketheOHaricd ty make sbryeRingh 4 Q& |
from it (others reported that theold lodge at the other location was reallyn down). So now you

would stay in a very, very basic ropfar awayfrom where the good birding takes place.

We hired Sandro as a guide for the next day (80USD per day) and left at 06.00 to the spot where
Fiery Topazshould occur.Sandro screamed a fewimes that the Topaz was flying by, but the
silhouettes2 ¥ (G K2a4S o06ANRAa RARYQO €221 | yeldekily@ddAilS |
hear aWing-banded Wrenin the shrubs and we got very nice views of one individual almost crawling
alongside he speakeron the forest floor. He als@orrectly differentiated the sound ofYellow

browed Antbird from Peruvian Warbling Antbird and we got good views of the former in the forest.

From the main road we managed to se&calebreasted Woodpecker Already béore 07.00 a
motorcycle with some locals came by, and suddenly we had to pay a 20USD p.p. community fee. For
this they should clean the trails (theaifs are their property, not fnm Gerano). However, the trails

were really overgrown, with many fallen kegspines etc. We would suggest not paying until you
walked the trails and know they are good.

We walked the trails quite far into the forest and got nice view§ofdenheaded Manakin, Blue

crowned Manakinand Blue-backed Manakin We also gotviews of Sot-winged Antbird and a
Duskythroated Antshriked 5 dzNAy 3 GKS RlI& ¢S y20A0SR GKIFG {IyR
Flycatchers, Foliaggleaners etc.) and also misidentifies a whole other bunch. This made me make
photos and recordings of everytlgrand that showed even more that he was wrong quite often on

the ID. His pronunciation of the English names is quite bad to express it mildly, and often we had to
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guess from the sounds which species he me&mplainingn Spanistwhere he observed a spes
gla SOSYy 62NES éaBiaStazoyRRKYyE ANMBERKSE YARRES 2F (K
In vain we hoped he would have somgiable spots for species likérown Nunlet, Yellowbilled

da’y

Jacamarand Yellowbilled Nunbird which can all be seen here. In the afteom we foundSooty
Antshrike and heardWhite-cheeked Antshrikeas only interesting species. Thaifous Potoowas
y24 4 Ada NBz2ad yR Ffaz GKS (g2 t20F0GA2ya gKSN
{2 FIF NJ F2NIWeldd ey nRitipl\Ndatuyh& OurassowsOverall we did see sonmce
species, buit was quite disappointing speciewise and abundanceavise for lowland birding with a
localguide? S g2dzf Ry Qi NBO2YYSYyR 3I2Ay3 KSNB o6l asSR 2y 2

Nukanchi Ll&ta towards Santa Rosa -0.99209-77.43926

We did some birding in the open country betwelnkanchi {0.992099:-77.43926¢ and Santa Rosa
(-0.97801-77.45042 turning left there). Along this road we observed multiple nice specie$blael
Kite, Scarletcrowned Barbet White-cheeked Jacamafup to 8 on the electricity wires in the

morning!) and also a group d?edmantled Saddlebacked TamarinsWe hoped to sedHorned
Screamerglook for them in the grassy marsh) bargebilled Seed Finchedut found neither. We
did find Riparian Parrotles on the road going left just before Santa Rosa, which were breeding inside

an electricity pole.

. /'J" -
Riparian Parrotlet Re

mantTed Saddlebacked.Tama?in

Q

Puerto Misahualli -1.04801-77.6666

Visiteddate: 4 January 2023

On our way back to Tena we made a short stop ieruMisahualli and went on a83h canoe ride at

Laguna Kawana Reserva with the uncle of Sandtich joined too). We paid 5USD p.p. for the

canoe rideThe canoe is quitstable Y R A i1 Q& LISNFSOGte alrF¥sS G2 G118
came here because Sandro said that Sungrebe was 100% guaranteed. And it turned out he was right,
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as we saw Iungrelesin total! Sandro also said that observing primates was easy here. After an
hour of going around the island we were starting to doubt this, until they spott€dramon Woolly

Monkey! To get better views of it we went on the island and before arrivingsp@tted a group of
Redmantled Saddlebacked Tamarin@ LG (GdzN}Y SR 2dzi (GKS 222fte& a2y
were 2 more of them in the Cecropia trees. After watching them for a while Sandro suddenly shouted
that there was anhite-bellied Spider Monkeycoming our way. That one was swinging through the

Ol y2LR I I yR Magafioh 2ap&Rn Mok ®©F ! Yy R { K [Eduad@naSSqairel |y
Monkey! It felt like a complete zoo, with such an amount of primate species on a small island.
Sandro said that thee primates cross when Cecropia trees from the other side fall agaihet

trees on the island, thus makirgbridge He sayshe primates get locked up on the island when that

tree falls down totally. Every now and then another tree falls eaividuak get df the island again

and othersget on. There is another lake closer to Puerto Misahualli where theylfeethnd Pacas

at night, but as we wanted to continue our route and found the price a bit steep (15USBbpan

ywE: OKFyOS0 ¢S RARYyQO GNB GKFdG 2ySo . dzi F2N dza
the day!You can reserve via WhatsApp (+593 98 727 3747 / +593 99 903d854&t) show up.

Common Woolly Monkey

San Isidro -0.58999-77.88235

San Isidro Lodge -0.58999-77.88235

Visiteddates 5-6 January 2023

2SS RARYQUO NBASNBS T2 N théSallowiggBay GsitdrsyhPother kigrgparis. NB I R
We decided to take our chances and asked if we could stay in our motorhome on their terrain and
search for the Owl, Night Monkeys arid§ ! y i LJA (0 G | ®wd névierSidNthat, noFevedXay G y 2 >
visitorst, we asked to speak to the owners. We thénK NS & Ap6r fdvorsF Slgy Kt Ay (G KS Sy
were allowed to camp on the parking lot near the gate for 1 night for 20USD p.p. Still steep for eating

your own food and sleeping in your own car, but a fraction of the price of staying here, so we were

happy they allowed us to stayrfone night! And it paid off!
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Guido, the manager, said the Monkeys should emerge on the concrete path between the restaurant
and the cabins around 18.30. So we waited, staked the place out, and then decided to walk loops via
the cabins (especially cabi©®/11 where they supposedly sleejrring the day, back on the parallel

path to the restaurant and back again to the concrete path. We did this for half an hour and still no
Monkeys. TherGuido came up to tell us théflountain Tapircame to the salt blockhey put out in
FNRYOG 2F GKS NBadldz2NFyiH 2SS NIy 20SN) GKSNB | yR =
fAIKGa 2y GKSNBX a2 oNRYy3I &2dzN) T fAfted Someiti&we o G KS
went searching for the Monkeyagain, but found nothing. Theight was perfect without any wind

(but with a bright moon) so weavere able tohear any rustling sounds. We then heaadd later
observedSan Isidro Ow{thus far considered race oBlackbanded Owj at the parking lot neathe

cabins. We walked the whole terrain from the gate to the restaurant, the cabins etc., but no
Monkeys. Those were supposed to be a piece of cake here! Wehikedthe Tapir Trail (starting at

the restaurant). As it was super slippery it was hard tansevery tree, but we did find\ndean
White-eared Opossunsomewhere halfway. Not much later we heard some rustling and waited.

Snall berries began to drop and we knew there was something in there. Not much later we got nice
views of at least 4emurine Nidpt Monkeys/Colombian Night Monkeyigh up in a fruiting tree!

We smelledStriped HognosedSkunksmany times, but never saw them.

Mountain Tapir o Andean Whiteeared Opossum

The next morning we were on the deck at the restaurant at 06.00. They daveth trap beneath

the deck (which sometimes attracts tlgan Isidro Owl at night). The moth traftracts a big feeding

party of birds in the morning between 06.07.3Q Easy birding with a cup of coffee in your hand,

seeing most birds from very close up; a very enjoyable experieticgtfirted simple withnca Jays

but quickly Olive-backed Woodcreeper, Montane Woodcreepemnd Strongbilled Woodcreeper

showed up. Bedes those many Warblers, Vireos arelycatchers showed up, includiMghite-tailed

Tyrannulet Paleedged Flycatcher, Variegated Bristle Tyraaihd Blackbilled Peppershrike The
KdZYYAY3IOoANR FSSRSNAE RARYQUO FdGNF Ol 1 2Bufftalédy @ & LIS ¢
Coronet
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At 07.30 theWhite-bellied Antpitta is fed at the beginning of the Tapir Trail. Unfortunately it was
very dark, with lots of vegetation ale it. Taking pictures was incredibly difficult (I asked them to
remove some of the huge leaves blocking most of the light for the next photographers, so you might
want to check thdeederalready the afternoon before). A pair Bufouscrowned Todyflycatchers

was present in the bamboo below the feeders at the restaurAritlack Agouticame up to the corn
feeder.

Masked Trogon male Goldenbellied Flycatcher

In the afternoon webirded the roadside around a place where others had found Andean Potoo at
YAIKGDP ¢KS O0ANRAY 3 dstildbfediddGaidenchllares Béngyirdegel, Black dzii
capped Tanageand Handsome FlycatchenWalking back to our car Romy noticed an interesti
shape, which turned out to bthe Andean Potod At night there were even 2 present at the same
spot(an adult feeding the juvenileand we found it again on the same branch the morning after. We
observed it from the road-(.593599,-77.88752), looking towards the west (close to a high Palm
tree) it was sitting on a small protruding branch in an open wiridow

>

A

3

A v

Andean Potoo Rufouscrowned Flycatcher

We went spotlighting along the road, both around the Potoo spot as well as the first 2km from the
main road, as others had seen Night Monkeys there too. We saw and heard nothing unfortunately.
We ran intoGuido from the lodge, who told us that there veenow 2Mountain Tapirsat the lodge.
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We took this as an invitation to go there again and watched them for a long time!:pahdsidro
Owlwas calling at the entrance gate this time

In the morning we heard quite sonftreakheaded Antbirdsand Rufouscrowned Todyflycatchers

in the bamboocalong the road. We hearBilackchested Fruiteate-77.888428:0.596299 and were
able to find 1 femaleGoldenrumped Euphonia Unfortuntalyg S O 2 dzf Cleshitbrea@sieg R
Chlorophonia

Cordillera de los Guacamayos -0.623604:77.840176
Visiteddates 4-8 January & 6 and 8 June 2023

This famous trail starts at the righdsi of the big parking lot with the Maria Chapel onvite birded

this trail the mornings of the'5and 8" of January. On the"5we had super dense fog until 08.00,

and then rain from 09.30 for the rest of the morning. THev@as considerably better witjust a

slight overcast and only fog from 11.30. This made a huge difference in the birding experience, as the
FANBGO Y2NYyAy3a 6S 6SNB oFNBfe ofS (2 ARSYyGATFeE |\
mere silhouettes. There is a lot to been on the trail, and a guide would have been welcome
(especially our first morning) as there were so many birds calling. The iguide regionwould be

Marcelo Quipo (+593 99 286 8478), but isenowadays doing bird trips all over the country, so he

wasout on a birding trip during our time here.

We slept in our car in the parking lot and hoped to obseéBe@ Isidro Owhere. There wasjust too

much traffic the whole nighti 2 KSI NJ I y@iKAyYy3Is S@Sy Ay GKS Y2NYA
understandhow others found theOwl here, unti on the second night we saw Blackbanded

Owl/San Isidro Owl hawking moths near the street lanterns right behind the chapet &lso

observeal Rufousbellied Nighthawkin the morningabovethe open patch behind the chapelbout

250m into the trail we found a pair 8/hite-throated Seceechowls on the second night.

Bothdays on the trail we walked the B5km until the pipeling-0.6417,-77.837) which took about4
5h and 15-2h going backRubber boots are recommendedhdtrail is a bit uneven but pretty good.
Only on the way back we realised how much the trail actually descefdefirst kilometre of the
trail should be good foGreater Scythebilland this location is one of the fewagles where it is
NEJdz F NI & aSSyo | y¥F2NIdzyl (i Bdwerful ®SodpockeiziBRaekiked F A Yy R
Mountain-toucan, Dusky Piha(HO), Olivaceous PihaGoldenheaded Quetzalsand manyGreen
and-black Fruiteaters A juvenileChestnutcrowned Aripitta was present on the path and walked
about 2m in front of us every time we were around the 500m stone markiee. bamboo patches
within the first km are good for species liketreakheaded Antbird, Rufousrowned Tody
flycatcher, but also try forSlate-crowned Antpitta and Ocellated TapaculoThe latter we heard
down in the valley at the first large bambatch (0.624736;77.841423). W managed to get good
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views in some dense shrubs$ this awesome speci€s0.627551,-77.841682) This is also wheree

heard Moustached Antpitta In/near two other small bamboo patches we fourldS2 F ¥ NR & Q&
Daggerbillon both mornings-0.626006;77.842255) andRufousheaded Pygmtyrants (-0.630027,
-77.841988) on the first mornindgn an operbend of the trailwe head White-faced Nunbirdscalling

from far below in the valley-0.636410,T T dy n n T pT 03X o6dzi ¢S O2dzZ Ry Qi 23S

We tried for Peruvian Antpittaat the known stakeouts ¢0.635781,-77.840044 and0.639541,-
TTOyodomMmc Od 2 S R A&RhE Gritand 6 direatly sthided raiding 3h& first morning
before the second stakeut. We waited for the rain to get a bit less heavy, walked tilléhd of the
trail and tried again on our way back. Then at the second stalkeve heard a soft whistle and then
shortly sawthe Antpittasitting on a branch below the path! What an amazing little bitadvas at the
first stakeout we got to seeBicolored Antvireo the first morning.We observedCommon Woolly
Monkeysgoing parallel to the trail one morningVe also savRedtailed Squirrelalong the trail but
unfortunatelyno Andean Beaylike some birders reported in their eBird list!

We came back to thisail both the afternoon of the 8 and the morning of the 8of June 2023. Our
main goal was to finally se@reater Scythebilland therefore we only focussed on the first kilometre.
Unfortunately both visits (our'6and 7" daytime visit here), we coRly QG t 2 0l G S A G @

Ocellated Tapaculo San Isidro Owl

Ruta 45¢ Roadside Quarry -0.65749-77.78785
Visiteddates 7-8 June 2023

There is a roadside quarry on the eagle of Ruta 45. You can drive onto it and park (and camp)
there. This location is a bit lower than ti@ordillera de los Guacamaya@nd therefor interesting for

some differem species The afternoon of the ? we had clear skies, but no flocks came close by. We
did see many Tanager species perched far away on the top of trees (scope needed), including
Goldeneared Tanager, Guira Tanager, Blomwed Tanager, Blackapped Tanagr and lots more
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The skies were perfect favhite-chested Swiftor Solitary Eaglgwhich are seen around here), but

S RARY QO KIF @S GKIG fdzO1 @

The next morning it was really foggy and raining, so we sat on the back of our car with the hood
open. A big flok passedby, and in this flock we ha@oldeneared TanagerVermilion Tanagers

often go with these mixed flocks too, but not this time.

Wildsumaco Lodge -0.6756,-77.6012

Visiteddates 8-11 January 2023

On the way to Wildumaco we made a quick stop0(712396,-77.74041(. Here we observedliff
Flycatcheron the cliff at the roadsideOrangebreasted Falcoris sometimes seen sitting on the

treetops in the valley behind the parking spot. \Weservedit flying overa bit farther up the road.

We made a stop at th&€ascada Hollin, which hashammingbird garden-(.69523,-77.731%9).
There we were able to obserereenbacked Hillstarfairly easily, as well as some other species like

Blackthroated Brilliant and Blackthroated Manga The entrance fee is 3USD p.p.

We contacted Wildumacovia the website prior to our arrival, butener got a response. We drove
up and asked if we could bird the traiSther birderspaid 20USD p.p. fdhis, or even negotiatedt
down to 60USD for 5 days. They told us thatUBDis the pricewhenthere are no other tourists, and
that it would be 40UB p.p. to use the trails. In the end it went down to 25USD, but still really
expensive for just the use of the trailsThe fee for birding guide Byron (working here for 6 years
now) was 120USD for a full day, 80USD for half a day. That included thé theeti@ils, so for us
that was the logic thing to ddVe saw most of ouredlistic targets withinl.5 dayswith him.

Lodge Aredq-0.6756,-77.6019
The lodge itself is really nice and seems like a great place to stay! There is a ddukmvitingbird

feeders and flowering plants, which attracté€&bldentailed Sapphire, Sparkling Violetear, Brown
Violetear, Wirecrested Thorail, Violetheaded Hummingbirdand a few time€cuadorian Piedtall,
Blackthroated Brilliantand once a&Napo Sabrewig showed up

North of the lodge there are two mottraps, one close to the lodge and one a bit further into the
forest. These attractedlackstreaked Puffbird, Blackaced Antbird, Western Fir@ye and some
other birds.White-chested Puffbirdapparentlyalso shows up sometimes the moth traps but not
when we were there.

One time a group of fivBlackmantled Tamarins/GaellsQa ¢ | gameélby he lodge. At dusk we
observedSicklewinged Guansn the Cecropia trees at the decit night we observedandbellied

goﬂ cnder ) 24
photography www.robjansenphotography.com



https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-0.6880761191840116%2C-77.60038578267147&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-0.6880761191840116%2C-77.60038578267147&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-0.7104120138818499%2C-77.74090519728254&z=17
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-0.6951250436295573%2C-77.73067772398188&z=19
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-0.6776707018175896%2C-77.59775581126385&z=16

Bird & Mammal Trip Report Ecuador (2022/2023 ) Rob Jansen& Romy Jansen

Owls right at the lodge. Near the gate we fouridropical Screeclowls, a presumedBicolored

Arboreal Rice Ran the shrubsand anEastern Lowland Olingim a tree.

Blackstreaked Puffbird Blackmantled Tamarin

Piha Trail-0.6856,-77.6019 -> Manakin trail-> Waterfall trail (-0.6845 -77.6009
The first morning with Byron we quickly drove to the Waterfall Trail, parked our car and walked to

the entrance of the Piha Trail. Right inrtoof the entrance is where we hearddzO1 f S@ Q& C2 N.
Falconb . @ NBY KIR S@Sy 4SSy I OKAOl | ©6SS1 0ST¥2NB:
adult. While trying to get views of the Falcon we heaingbanded Wren and Ornate

Stipplethroat Around 07.00 we ented the trail system and took an immedideft to the Manakin

trail. Right at the start is where we observBtle-rumped Manakin

The next couple of 100 meters were full of new species, inclu8patbacked Antbird, Rufous

tailed Folagegleaner(which was observed multiple times that day) and the best oGesy-tailed
Piha, Yellowthroated Spadebill(-0.6869,-77.5994)and Chestnutcrowned Gnateater(-0.6873,-
77.5991) Along this first part is where Byron has obser@&tdck Tinamouwand Sapphire Quaitove,
but we failed to hear or see them.

Linnaeus's Twedoed Sloth ' Ochrebreasted Antpitta

Byron heardBrown Nunletand we were even able to geecentviews of this shy bird! He had two
spots forGreen Manakin We heard it at the first-0.689255,-77.597992), alongside withlusician

Wren, and actually observed it at the secon@.68657,-77.59826. Going up the very steep steps at
the end of the Waterfall trail we observe@rangecrested FlycatchersOther nice birds we came
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across during this morning wereSpotwinged Antbird, Foothill Elaenia, Foothill
Stipplethroat/Foothill Antwren, Olive Finch Blackand-white Todyflycatcher and Plainrwinged
Antwren (in a flock)Romy also foundlinnaeus's Twdoed Joth, the first one ever in the reserve for
Byron!

Face trail(-0.6796,-77.6007)

The very first afternoon we explored this trail alone and habBagracrossing the path after some
heavy rains around 17.0The first afternoon with Byrarwe walked the Face trail from 15.4@.00.
Here too we foundYellowthroated Spadebill (-0.6814, -77.5976, but other birds were less
cooperative. Some flocks really high up in the canopy dausset Antshrike, Rufousimped

Antwren and Buff-throated Todytyrant, but views were all quite badVhite-crowned Manakins
were active near the southern turoff towards theLanisomatrail (-0.6833,-77.5965. At a bamboo
patch at the beginning of this southern entrance we he&@ndsky Spinetailand saw aMusician
Wren. A bit frther into the trail we observed/any-banded Aracariand more or less halfway we
finally found White-streaked Antvireo(-0.683095,-77.594902).Back on the Face Loop we heard
. dzO1 f Se Qa agiNfrsaway. Byrdsgdey a maleFierythroated Fruiteaterhigh up in
the trees.

[ 22 LIV yQa ttaithd (R.67&6 717 7 159500

This trail is closey the lodge. We walked this trail thé"2morningwith Byronin the rain and only
got one flock that included some nice species KBmngeeared Tanager, Plumbeousowned

Tyrannuletand Wing-barred Piprites A little side trail takes you to the Antpitta feedemshich are
within 10 minutes walking from theotige (gathering at the lodgeat 07.00 and 15.00-0.677472 -

77.59828). Ochrebreasted Antpitta Plainbacked Antpittaand White-crowned Tapacula@ame to
feed.

Bandbellied Owl Plainbacked Antpitta
Walking a bit further along the trail we quickly had our best encounter with a iFiglg-throated
Fruiteater at eyelevel! Byron took us far into the forest after he heard a sound. Only after lots of

stealth walking anatarefullistening we finallyobservedwWhite-chested Puffbird The hummingbird
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feeders near the biological statiop0.671774,-77.598412)is where we got longer views &fapo

Sabrewing This spot should also be better feufousvented Whitetip.

Comunidad Avila -0.62009-77.41867

WedRy Qi @AaAl GKAA LI OS> o6dzi L RAR glyid G2 AyOf
I 02YYdzyAle OF f tHaBy Eddlaedt here@uid this&nSdlBsitedl with b guide for

50USD p.p. To arrange a visit you have to contact Omar Shiguanho (+593 98 622 2113 or +593 99 604
3935) via WhatsApp in Spanish. You will get one or two guides to accompany you for the 45 minute

walk towards the nest (somevene around-0.6058,-77.41577. During our timein Ecuadorthere

was only a chick on the nest and the adults were rarely observed by birders going there, even if they

spent the whole dawt the nest site As there was a cheaper option near Limoncocha fedew in
the trip report) and it was possible to see an adult there, we decided to skip this location. However, it
YAIKG 0SS 62NIK Al 2y | @FEOFdR2y AT @2dzQNB y2aG 32

Bigal River Biological Reserve -0.53727-77.42498

Visiteddates: 13 Januang 7 June2023

The Bigal River Biological Reservthésplace for the very rare Piakroated Brilliant. Therefor we

GSNBE OSNEB 1SSy 2y @GAaArAGAy3d GKAA NBASNDSO | 26S0S
out we had the wrong number. After driving a random road to the end, speaking to locals who ga

us a number, driving to an office in Loreto, speaking to people from a private conservarfayalye

got the number from Thierry Garci@593 98 930 698/ sumacmuyu@gmail.corh the website).

Thierry is the founder and manager Bigal River Biological Reserweith a total of 1500ha. This

reserve is situated next to anotheg000ha private reserveRioBigai Reservéfrom the Randers
RegnskovZoo in Denmark). Almost all ofiis is primary foothill forest at an altitude of around

1000m. This makes it very interestiigr many highly sought after species abwer and higher

altitudes!

We pretty much reserved 1 minute before we were ready to go and we were afraid this was too
shortof anotice. Luckily Thierry was so friendly to invite us to visit the reserve for a day. The reserve

is reached via a pebbleaved road north of Loreto{.622148-77.304707, all the wayuntil the end

of the paved road-0.5551,-77.41792§. There is no safe parking, so it is best to park it securely in
Loretoat hotel Hosteria Hojo de Agu@USD p.d., contact Fernanda +593 939 022 3Bd)take a

taxi tothe reserve(20USD one wawith Ramiro Alvarez +593 9&03 588. From there you have to

walk for about 30 minutes until the primary forest begins, and another 15 minutes until the ledge (
0.537275:77.42498% ® 2 S| NJ NHz206SNJ 6220G4a% a dKAa KFoAdFd .
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-0.5993132904219828%2C-77.33895581069585&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-0.5761716516467643%2C-77.39748280386691&z=13
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-0.5307946080047585%2C-77.42198392590332&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=13mn1tFOqbhgCPE4pYnoiy17E7cprAPsi&hl=nl&ll=-0.5307946080047585%2C-77.42198392590332&z=14
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the forest floor can get quite muddy. As we had only one day we decided to start walking at 05.15 in
the morning. The Brilliamormally comes to the hummingbird feeders, but unfortunately thagd

been taken down the week beforépbecause of the absence of rangerste able tofill them).
Therefor we focussed on the broad main trail in the forest and hoped to come across the Brilliant on
a patch of flowers. We observeBluethroated Pipingguan (HO), Ecuadorian PiedtajlFasciated
Antshrike, Musician Wren(HO) andhad 2 | f @A Y Q& créssimgt$a alaragiask H ' 'a ¢S 02 dz
the Brilliant or many flowers along the main trail we went to the lookout on the way to the lodge.
Acrossthe lookout, on the other side ahe path there were some flowering trees. &\bbserved
hummingbird activity there swe decided to stake that out. This way we obserniabo Sabrewing,
Green Hermit, Blackhroated Brilliant and some other hummingbird species. Another smaller and
dark looking Brilliant sat with its back to us, and it looked promising. | was able to takepgtiores

while it flicked its wings, and this way it turned out it was in fatikthroated Brilliant! Not the

best sighting, but we were happy to see such a rare hummer! Blaokish Peweesvere hawking

from a dead treeand anAmazonian Umbrellabirckept passing by while we were there. We walked

a small round and heard another Curassow d&sictywinged Trumpeters During this walk we
observed\orthern AmazonRed Squirrel

g

4

% o 2 o
Orangebreasted Falcon { It Ay Qa

S i 4 O
/ dz2NJ a8 a2 ¢

We walked back to our car ariilthe open patch we observe@rangebreasted Falcomperched in a

dead tree. A pretty good morning with some very rare species. A very promising site that would
definitely warrant at least2-3 nights to fully explore it and search for species BapphireQuail-

dove, Nocturnal Curassow, Foothill Screemlil or maybe even the rar&edwinged WoodRail

With such good forestmammalwatching should be great tod.owland Pacaand Blackeared
Opossummsupposedlycome to the feeder at the lodge most days. Cameagsrhave seen incredible
wildlife, includingGiant Armadilld We might just go back next year to searchtfoat oneJ

We actually managed to go back to this reserve on Jin@.B months later after everything written
above). It had rained a lot anddhforest was way muddier than in January. The forest was also way
quieter. This time we did get great views of a mBiekthroated Brilliant on the feeders! In flocks

we found Moustached Antwrenand SpeckledSpinetails,the latter not being an easy birdbtsee
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normally at other placesTheBlackish Peweesvere at the exact same perch on the left side, seen
from the lookout. Photographing all the swifts flying in the air on our way back we finally picked out a
White-chinned Swift besidesWhite-collared Swits, Chestnutcollared Swifts and Shorttailed
Swifts.

Napo River / Limoncocha -0.49016-76.33386

Visiteddates: 17-23 January 2023

We really wanted to visit the Ecuadorian Amazon, as so many awesomeabddsammals can be

found that are hard or impossible to see elsewhere. However, lodges along the Negpafei very

expensive and far outfamur budgetaryreach. Sani Lodge is well known with birders, and was written
R2gy o0& 20GKSNJ 0ANFRSINER oldAl A (WosdzRad STIF NO 2TRNR Y G K G d
LIN} OGAOrtte 2yftée odp RIeéa 2F |OGdzZtfte o0SAy3a I NP
two of us. While preparing we noticed some photos on social media of a friend with many of the
targets we had for this region. They had arranged it in the city of Limoncocha and went with a local
guide to Sani and Yanusi. That sounded like a great plan, so we quickly contacted Pablo Hualinga
(+593 98 997 9943) via WhatsApp (Spanish only). He has peatgntdwooden cabafias on his

property: Cabéas Antpitta(-0.40652,-76.6239§. We agreed that wevould bring our own food,

sleep in our car on the parking lot and hire him only as a guide (100USD per day). He was friendly and
a2YS NBI a2y &idedaite: WeShedrRiAfrBny ainy) people that he is charging ridiculous
amounts of money for guiding now.

Limoncochand surroundings

We arrived the 1% in the afternoon and were able to talind make glan. We hadsenthim a list of

our targets for these 6 days, and as expected with such a biodiverse lowland location the list was
quite long.l S gl ay Qi FTNAIAKGSYSR i Fff Wehadigkiesomd 44z ¢
nocturnal mammals on the wish list as well, so we decided to start right away that night. We drove
towards a nice forested road((395302-76.626278 where we waited in a forested patch until dark.

There we heardBlackspotted Bareeye and Slatecolored Hawk After a while we heardigzag

Heron and not much later we were able to observe a pair of th&ome spotlighting produced

Eastern Lowland Olingand Great Potoo

The next morning we went out at 06.00 and drove gobridge {0.365L53, -76.58693). Here
Ecuadorian Squirrel Monkeysvere very common and along the same road we obserieadt
crowned Titi Monkey At the bridge we observeldrown JacamarsCreamcolored Woodpeckeand
Longbilled Woodcreeper We then took a trail on the sdln side of the road, a bit west of the
bridge. Unfortunately we missed@reen Acoucherossing the patlas Pablo walked way too fast and
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far before us. It took quitesome walking before we got to thstakeout. During the walk we
encountered Blackmantled Tamarins (common too in the surroundings) an@olombian Red
Howler. At the stakeout it took some time, but after an hour or so we were finally able to observe
Chestnutbelted Gnateater.Not much later we observedire-tailed Manakinat a stakeout nearby

The walk back only yielddauskythroated Antshrikeand Plainthroated Antwren.

Redcrowned Titi Zigzag Herons

3

We then went to a location where we would try fG@ocha AntshrikeUnfortunately (and this turned
2dzi G2 o6S | NEOddZINNByYy (i GKSYSuZ tlFof2 RARYQI

- NN

gLt lAY3I +y lyy2eay3d f2y3a aghkyLR® LIFIGKIZ AG GdzNYy SR

feel like putting it there righaway either. This way we wasted 1.5 hours on nothing, with solely a
White-bearded Hermitas a new species. After that we went back to Limoncocha and along the drive
we hadOpalcrowned Tanagein a tree next to the road. ScarletshoulderedParrotlet flew over

our head while observing the Tanager.

Near Limoncocha &birded along the road and followed some trails Pablo knew, the most important
one starting here-0.422492,-76.630148 We walked this path till the open field and tried a long
time for Yellov-billed Nunbirdo | £ &2 | f2y3 GKS YIAYy NRFROI o dzi
Cinnamon Attilaand White-shouldered Antshrikeand got good views of both

There is a trail into the forest where Pablo made a feedeMiiite-lored Antpitta, which we were

able to observe the next mornin&iparian Antbird(HO) andBlackthroated Hermitwere observed

while at the Antpitta feeder. The area behind the open field/at the feeder is also the place to try for
Ecuadorian Caciqyewhich we missed de#ip trying manyattempts. Pablo also has a feeder for
Blackbanded Crakewhich we were able to observe shortly after a long wait.

We left multiple times from the harbour south of LimoncocHa444980,-76.625476. Next to the
parking (west of the coorthates)are some big trees in whiclWestern Pygmy Marmosetsan be
observed. Unfortunately they are frequently harassed by locals with slingshots, so they are
apparently very wary. There is a big market here every Saturday, so avoid this day if yourttan. No
of the market are some palms whegilphury Flycatchecan be found.
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i

Blackbanded Crake tored np

itta

The second afternoon we wertb the lagoon east of Limoncoch@0.40676,-76.61953) We paid

40UD for a boatthat went around the whie lakefor the afternoon (14.3@ 18.30).Azure Gallinule

was very common and we observed about 14 of them. Other goodies we observedSuregecbe

Little Cuckoo, Slateolored Hawkand thanks to the excellent hearing of Pablo we observed 2
Orangefronted Plushcrowns We did search foteast Bittern(the boatman knows some stake

outs), but it started raining before we got to the right patchAgami Heronand Horned Screamers

FNB Ffaz2z a2vYSiAaySa 20aSNIBSRI odzi R2y Qi O2dzyd 2y

Hoatzin Azure Gallinule

Riversidelocationsnear Limoncocha

The first afternoon we left for the Harpy Eagle, which has a known nest location. We paid 30USD in
total for the canoe. The entrance is about 8.5km from the harbour (aro0n466,-76.57323,

where it is another 600m walk towards the tree with the neft4005,-76.57559. We quickly found

the female sitting in the tree close to the huge nest! She was calling and hopping from branch to
branch.

The second morning we took a canoe (20USDh¢oather side of the river, opposite of the harbour
(-0.45796,-76.6396). We observedlive-faced Flycatchedirectly after getting off the boatFrom

GKSNB ¢S (221 a2YS GNXAf & (20 NPO#644L-266S0.Rthkey I G KI
construction however was the weakest excusfet 06 NAR3IS 6SQ@S SGOSNJ aSSy=:
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some nice habitat. This was a very good place for many species, but the @n@gegecrowned
Manaking 2 dzf Ry Qi aK2gd . dzi ¢S D2 grices houSinghekthbdted 3I2 2 R
Antbird (which are totally black with a white spot on the back in this part of their rariRjajnbeous

Antbird, and awesome views @&flackspotted Bareeyeand better evenLunulated Antbird

4\.—5

Harpy Eagle - N Blackspotted Bareeye

Napo River Island& Clay Lick

We visited several islands on the Napo River. These islands are home to many species which
specialize in thahabitat and some live mostlgr even exclusivelgn river islands! The first day and

again on our way to Sani we visited the island opposite of the Harpy-0allo, -76.572]). Here

we found White-bellied Spinetailand Duskythroated Spinetailin the lower reedike and scrubby
vegetation.Olive-spated Hummingbirdswere singing from tops of the smaller trees. Getting more

inside the dense and higher redile vegetation we observetl | & (i St y I dzQEhis is gllsb@ K NRK 1 S
good place to try fot I NJ S NI2 & Faftieiioyf teiisland we walked arouadmarshy area in

search ofHorned Scream& ¢ KA OK $S RA Ry $SpittedFThdgfiRedtchér,SCadeetaR a4 S S
Seedeaterand aMuscovy Duck(which are uncommon in Ecuadot)addertailed Nightjarswere

regularly flushed while walking around the island.

The second river island worth mentioning is close to Sahb(1749,-76.3699. On this island we
observed botht | NJ S NX 3 Blackaiidyitstei Antbifd and Castelnau's AntshrikéHO).

Graybreasted Crakevas heard on multiple islands and was once obsdrflying a short distance
after being flushed. Other target species that we missed on the river islandsesser Hornero,
Bicolored Conebill, River TyrannulabdRiverside Tyrant

On the way to Sani we stopped at the clay lick along the ride5243,-76.3764) and observed low
numbers of all four species of parrot that come here to feed on the clay around Tlud@yheaded
Parakeet, Blueheaded Parrot, Southern Mealy Parraind Y ellow-crowned Amazon
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Sani Communidad

The plan was to hire a caneeboatman for 4 full days and spend 3 nights near the Sani Community.

Many lodges and hotels along the Napo River are run by communities or (big) local families. One of

them isSinchi Wayrdodge (not recommended!!!). We had a deal for 400USD in total for 4d/3n, but

Ff NEFReé (GKS FTANBG Y2NYAy3 (GKS 06213 RARYQU aKz2g
the day (100USD) and said he would arratige weQ Bnly pay 300SDfor the remaning part of the

deal. Of course this is not how it went. Once there they tried to give us the crappiest room they had

and increase the price of the deal threefold. After long discussions and many hours waiting we finally

got a room, but lost most of thealuable birding hours in the latafternoon and evening. We left the

YSEG Y2NYAYy3 |YyR 62dzZ RYyQi NBO2YYSYyR lyeoz2Re (2 3

The other two nights were spent at the Sani Communidad. We were dropped off at the main jetty (
0.47668,-76.31326 and walked tahe Llikchary Institute-0.47662,-76.31156. As we brought all

our food and water we only need a bed to sleep in. The owner then told us it was 25USD p.p.p.n.,
which was obviously way too much for a very rustic place without running waterHetajuicky

settled for 40USD in total for 2 nights for the 2 of us.

We walked a trail going into good primary forest near the Sani Communidad (trail starts somewhere
around-0.47889-76.33578, and paid 10USD p.p. for the use of the trail. The trail is a hittodind

in the beginning (aim f010.471098,-76.338361). The first afternoon we walked this trail all the way

towards a stakeout for Rufous Potoq-0.463567-T c PoodpyoT 0 ® t | 6f 2 KIFIRYQG 0
@SINJ YR O2dzZ Ry Qi Aoany\WRe canie Back tideliagt Right, by(t itGtrted pouFing S NJ
right when t became dark and we decided to get back quickly as other rains had lasted the whole

night! During the afternoon wallPablo picked up many goodies (he really knows his soutikis!)

Blak-faced Hawk(amazing views!)Spotwinged Antbird (HO), Common Scakbacked Antbird

Striated Anthrush (HO, -0.4692, -76.3379, Rustybelted Tapaculo, Rufousapped Antthrush

(amazing views!) anBulvous AntshrikgHO).

Blackfaced Hawk
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On the last morning we left at 06.00 to bird around the Sani Communidad, and Pablo surprisingly
asked what we wanted to see. As he had the list and we already discussed the plan to search for
Ecuadorian Caciqueye were surprised to hear thentkthii KS RARY QO (y2¢ GKS f
Luckily we got that location from a trip report of Radstaak (2019) and found our way there, taking a

small side trail-0.47417,-76.318094) and from there following the trail to the place where they are
supposed tabreed €0.4659,-T c PoHNHO ® | YF2NIldzyl 6Ste ¢S 0O2dzZ Ry Qi
f S@St ¢l a (22 KAIAK o6F620S 2dzNJ {ySSao FyR GKS /I ¢
started raining until 09.00, so we waited that out in tedgeQ Aquin we were surprised to hear that

Pablo said there are no good birds to be found around Sani Communidad, so then we spend the next

3 hours waiting in the lodge for the boat which he had told to be there around 12.00.

Sani Lodge

Pablo worked at Sani Lodge many years back and has good contacts. This is how we were able to go
there for aday anduse the trails anda canoe for20USD p.p As the water level had risen
dramatically, our chances fé&xgami Heronwere close to zero. Themgere barely any muddy edges

left and the Herons go deeper inside the forest with rising water levels. We went straight away to the
observation toweranden route we observed botBlenderbilled Kiteas well asGrey-headed Kite

Right after we entered thdorest from the jetty we observed the awesome lookiBgt-backed
Antbird. The observation toweris locatedat the end of a 700m traiin a huge emerging tree (
0.4395, -76.2923. Activity was low, but we did observ&lany-banded Aracari, Opalumped
Tanager Barenecked Fruitcrow, Yellovbrowed Todyflycatcher and Roughlegged Tyrannulet
(HO). Targets that can be observiedm the tower are White-browed Purpletuft Purplethroated
Cotinga, Plumthroated Cotingaand Spangled Cotinga

At the jetty for the tower we observe®ufousbreasted Hermit, Yellowcrowned Tyrannuletand
Yellow-crowned ElaenigHO). We then continued along the stream towards a place for one of our

major targets: the (almost) endemi@ocha AntshrikeWe heard 2 anthter we observed a female at

another spot {0.4445,-76.3047. On the way we observeSlilvered Antbird(-0.4437,-76.2984. As

AlGQa ljdAaGS | f2y3 GNRL é6A0GK badksp, addFilstigto theSplade 2 dzf R
recommended by Radstkd2019), which is only a 300m walk from the rivOr4444;76.2838).
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On the way back to the river we only observéthite-chinned Jacamaand Pygmy Antwrenas
interesting species.

Yasuni National Park

The third day was spent on a trail within the Yasuni(RIRJSD p.p.)We actually took a small and
overgrown trail behind a random hous#® (609266,-76.349572), which we followed until it came to
the edge with the Napo Lodge terrain, which had a good trpath to walk onBirding was again
pretty slow and it was very quiet in the forest. Luckily we did find one of our major primate targets
pretty soon in an open aredoldenmantled Tamarin(-0.5151,-76.346) which only occurs on the
south side of the river. We failed to fifdapo SakiMonkey, which is not surprising if you read the
considerable effort of other mammal watchers who went specifically for this species (instead of also
focussing on birds). Evenaitigh birding went slow we still picked @prangecheeked ParratCitron
bellied Attila (HO)5 dz3 | Y R Q & (HD,ybiit belB glite often high up in the canopyi Fulvous
Antshrike.

A small flock with Antbirds yieldedrey Antwren, Longvinged Antwren, Qiereous Antshrikeand
Rufoustailed Antwren/Rufoustailed Stipplethroat Pablo then heard ellow-billed Nunbird, which

he then found high up in the canopygRi after he heard and lured i@hestnutwinged Hookbilland
White-eyed Todytyrant. While it wasalready hot and almost miday, Pablo played the sound of
Slaty-backed Forestalcon. Surprisingly enough an individual responded about 5 minutes later and
was eventually seen high up in a tree!

While taking a break to eat something weickly had to paclkeverythingbecause Pablo heai@rey
winged Trumpeter White-plumed Antbirdand Ochrestriped Antpitta at the same time! We first

went for the Trumpeter, and Pablo suddenly started running like crazy towards the sound. We
O2dzZ Ry Qi 1 SSLJ danb surgriRed asRed Why heNdJhét.-Hé &aid that if they are in a
group they fly up and sit higher in a tree. But apparently now there was just one, and of course it was
chased off far away into the forest without there being any chance for us to &¢ctseé it. The
'YUGOANR O2dz RyQl o6S F2dzyR [ 3IFLAYysS a2 ¢S gSyid F2N
skulking through the shrubs before the Antpitta came running shortly into the open and both Romy
and | were able to observe it. Not muchdatit came outa second time, but it got scared again
because Pablo moved too loudly to see it, hence ruining the photo opportunByt at least we got

good views ofhisrare Ochrestriped Antpitta (-0.5188,-76.3469)

Walking back we observeduskychested Flycatch& o0 dzi RARY Qi 206a SNBSS Fyei
almost silent forestWe failed to findAshthroated Gnateaterand Blacknecked Reetotinga, which
occur here too.
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Slaty-backed Forestalcon “ Goldenmantled Tamarin

Finalremarkson Limoncocha/Napo River

Although Pablo is a nice person and a good birder (he knows his sounds and the English names),
arranging things was not his strong sitany things went wrong oour tour up the Napo River and

all that togethertook wayi 2 2 Y dzOK GAYS Ay 6KAOK ¢S O2dzZ RyQi
besides the headaches and worries it gave as we were never sure if something was arranged and we
would be able to go when we got up at 05.30 in the morning. Besides that he barely comhes to
NEIAZ2Y | ye@Y2NBE 0KS KIRyQi 0SSy (k&dade locnslol f Y2 &
stakeouts and territories of many target species. If you are on a budget we would advise to bird the
Limoncocha area with him (see targets above, bukensure he has arranged thingell before,like

GKS OlFy2S F2NJ GKS /20KI ! yiaKNR] &dmayhe BoSone2daylJ?2 a A (i S
of river islands and come back the same day to Limoncocha (a boat for a day should cost areund 100
150USIp. The trip to the Harpy Eagle can be combined with the river isjang can also easily be

done alone (most boatmen know where it is, otherwise steer them to the coordinates). Likewise the

trip on the lagoon east of Limoncocha can easily be arrangedtpty as well.

Antisana NP/Tambo Condor -0.45942 -78.32312

Visiteddates 2-4 June 2023

Tambo Condor/Mirador Condor

The road via the village Pintag is not great, bubdd be doable with any vehicl&/e arrivedat

Tambo Condo(-0.459421-78.323126)n the afternoon and asked the owner Viadin#593 9 8848

6196 Spanish¥or the recent information on Bears. They had seen one the day before from the
restaurantaround/ 2 2 Yz 0dzi RARY QO KI @S |y& 20§KSNJ LINBOAAS
cliff opposite of the valley and said they occur anywhere on that cliff towards the national park. He

let us camp in our car in the upper parking lot and we were allowed to §oan the second floor of

the restaurant. We were also able to walk towards the cabin that is 200m closer to the cliff, as from
there you can see the lower 173of the cliff as well. Vladimir is a very nice man, and we would
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definitely recommend stayinimp the cabin near the cliff if you want to searfor Bears in the around

here Gee websitd.

The other viewpoint is located about 200m farther up the r¢#d4581,-78.3192§. There is a sign
WaANIR2NI LaAaO2Qs faz2 1y2é6y Fa GKS /2yR2NJ tfFdF2I
opposite and allows you to scan a whole different part of it than from Tambo Condor, with a slight
2P0SNI L) 6a2 @ 2 dzngvwhendsiviRhng liewpomtapidedn yCanddksian be seen

resting above the white markings very early in the morning and late in the afternoon.

Specacled Bear Spectacld Bear

We also scanned from a point just before the NP control post. Watomm the road a little bit«
0.463045,-78.316844) towards Hacienda Huaytara, you canysgeanother part of the cliff. The

Bears even seem to cross this road sometimes, as there was lots of feeding evidence in the small
valley towards the East (paralliel the road in the NP)This valley can also be scanned from inside

the NP (around0.467499,-78.313747). According to the ranger scanning from another point within

the park should also be good(476119-Ty donp dn Tt 0P 2 S RARY Dhisimgisy R K| {
S RARYQUO 020KSNJ I2Ay3 AY YR 2dzi 2F GKS LI NJ] S¢

We basically switched between Tambo Condor, Mirador Isco and the point before the NP control

post the whole day between 06.00 and 18.00. Sometimes scanning for l&tesimnd then

continuing (especially early morning) and sometimes waitinghaur or more to see if anything

would move. We scanned with our thermal cameranasl as with binoculars and tedeope, as we

found it hard to imagine how big a Bear would bé ifould sit or walk on the other side. It was on

the second morning (safter almost 2 days of searching) that Romy scanned with_tdeoux Spotter

Elite 35Mi KSNX I £ OF YSN} = YR aK2dzi SRY & LSpectSchd BesiS= L 3
was lyhg under a rock quite far away from us (we were on the Mirador Isco). We were able to see it

with our binos and scope, and would eventually have picked it up withbimarculars as well most
fA1Ste AT 6S ¢g2dAZ Ry Qi Gntedt® suo ke out K ®ould KageNdgant O Y
impossible to find it with the thermal camera or binoculars though, as rocks warmed up (thermal
camera) and many dark shadows formed (binos). We were able to observe it for about 2 hours as it
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lifted up its head when Condors @arunculated Caracarafiew by. After 2 hours it started to walk,

inspected some bromeliads and walked down behind a rock wall, out of our sight. We drove to the

third point and were able to pick it up again, and then it went left. We drove back to thelttisnd

there were quite somepeople lookingaround, some of them wit binos. Once we pointed them to

the Bear most of them barely (pun intended) seemed very impres9ed enthusiasm was obviously

GSNE KAIK FFGSNI H RI @& \@otkednd beMad & ihg Bear walke®Rat thai O 2 d
same level on the opposite of the cliff. This time it was very easily visible with the naked eye too, and

way bigger than we expected. While walking it inspected some plants and seemed to eat some of
them, but manly continued walking farther. It disappeared in some shrubs and it took some time
before it showed up on the other side again. This is why we would recommend scanning at least 30
minutes at each point. After that it disappeared in the shrubs above therfedl. We waited for 2.5

K2dzNBE Y2NBSZ o6dzi GKS . SN RARYQUG O02YS 2dzi 3L Ayo®

Antisana NP

Antisana NP is open from 08.9(4.0Q and is free to visit. You just have to register the driver at the
control post ¢0.468194,-78.315173). We first stopped at a gully, where we obserzedadorian
Hillstar feeding on some orange flowers. In the curve about 200m farther is where we observe

Streakbacked Canaster.

Higher up in the park we observed mafigdean Condorglying around andcarunculated Caracaras

standing in the gras®ndean Ibiswas observed around the spot indicated by Sjoerd Radstaak, 2019
(-0.5094,-78.2275).White-tailed Deer were abundant andAndean Tapetiwas seen a couple of

GAYSa G226 !4 GKS €1F1S @&2dz KIS (G2 NBIAAGSNI S¢
impressed by the lake and only observed more common waterfowl.

ZolPansen _ 38
photography www.robjansenphotography.com




Bird & Mammal Trip Report Ecuador (2022/2023 ) Rob Jansen& Romy Jansen

Papallacta -0.32947-78.20269

Visiteddates:4-6 & 810 June2023

There are some different ptas to visit around PapallactaVe mainly cene here to search for

Spectacled Bear and Mountain Tapir and some bird targets we had heftweather was quite bad

most of the time, with only a few moments of aleskies/cloudy overcastandflog. KS F¥23 gl 4y Q
the worst either;we also had quite soe rain and strong winds, making it very unpleasant to be

outside with temperatures just above 0 degrees Celsius.

Antenna Road
At the top of the pass, there is a small turnof).832322,-78.202776) which leads to a gravel road.
Going right from therg/ou soon encounter aangerstation (-0.329479-78.202699. There used to

be a chain, but now there is a tvier that can be locked. If you ask the ranger he might let you in
before 08.00 (we were allowed in at 07.00). You can only amél 15.00, and once in you can stay
until 17.00 Around the ranger station is a good place Redrumped Bushtyrant. We farched for

it every day we were here, but only encountered 2 resting oneleetricity wires on the very last
day. You camrive up tothe antennas(-0.320056,-78.191747) which is the best place f&Rufous
bellied SeedsnipeThanks to outahoux SpotteElite 35Wthermal camera we found one the first
time we went up despite the dense fog, very strong winds and fih! Y S & 2 v @ré seényup LIS
KSNB |a ¢Stttz 0dapecinded Brdrt Seeh@iery fiod &nd ihed, niaitilybaround
the rangerstation. They had one on thé"8n the morning, which we found out when we arrived
there again the 8 in the afternoon.Andean Tapetand White-tailed Deerare quite common along
the road. Birds of interest that we encountered along the way up Reecrested CotingaBlue-
mantled Thornbill,Paramo Groundyrant, Tawny Antpitta, Brownbacked Chatyrant and Andean

Tit-spinetail.

Rufousbellied SeedsBé Andean Tapeti
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Old Quito Road

As we had some time to kill around the opening hours of the antenna road, we spend a lot of time on
the Old Quito Road. To get there, instead gufing right to the ranger station, you turn left (
0.332096,-78.203267). The road is a bit bumpy at times, but gravel all the way. The surrounding
fields and mountain hillsides area good place to searctsfeectacledears.With a thermal camera

one can easily scan these, and cover quite some ground in a shortWmeamped 4 nights along

GKAAd NBIR FYR a4SFNOKSR S@OSNE Y2NYAy3 FyR FFOSNYy?2
4 night drives. For a big paof the roadnobody can see you or your lights, which is convenient.

Thereis no traffic at all at nightwe only encountered br 2 cars during daytime anywaywe drove

from the beginning of the road (near the turnoff towards the ranger statiowards a part after

which it gets less interesting and more populate@ 304334 -78.232406), which iskén in total.

The first night we encountered 2ndean Tapetiand 2Bandwinged Nightjars The second night we

suddenly saw some eyeshine on the side of gah, which turned out to be the rarely seen
Mountain Pacé It moved a bit on the road, but seemed to catch our scent in the air as we were
directly standing in line with the wind direction. Still we managed to get some record shots, before it
moved backinto the vegetation where it came from. We waited a while in the car, light on, engine

off, butitdA Ry Qi 02 YS 0 I ADdedn Fpih theSiblds befow. Knithie thermal camera we

could pick up a big shape with two little dots, crawling up a Hikk flashlight could only just reach

far enough to pick up eyeshine from the bigger shape. The size, shape and way it moved we are 99%
sure these wereSpectacled Beals o dzi 6SQff ySOSNI {y2¢ F2N ddz2NB o
area, but it did give hopfor the searches the daysto follow.

The third night started off withGreater Horned Owtalling from the top of a shrub nearby. Besides
White-tailed DeerandBandwinged Nightjarss S RARY QU Sy 02dzy0SNJ I y@ G KAy 3
shape crossing thtl2 R g KA OK YAIKG KF@S 6SSy |y ! NXYIRAT
back in the vegetation. The fourth and last night only yieldedean Tapetand Andean Fox

3.3

R'edrumpe

Rl

d Bushtyrant Mountain Paca
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Cayambe Coca Ecological Reserve

We read about people searching for Mountain Tapir and Spectacled Bear in the park itself, so we
wanted to give it a try. The reserve is only open from 0&BM0. Outside those hours one can park

at the hot springs and walk the 4km between there and taeger station. One has to drive from
Papallacta towards thentrance of theThermal Bathg-0.363099.,-78.148786), continueto ranger
station (0.32538,-78.147959) After a few 100m past the Thermal Baths we observedaaintain
Tapirwith an identity crisis on grassy hill on the left side. This Tapir is collared and is used to graze

with the cows. We had ihree times (afternoon, the next morning and that afternoon again) here at

the exact same field as where friends of us observed it 2 weeks bef@pe&acled Beawith cubs

had been observed the day before we weatthe ranger station. It had been seen the lower part

of the valley on the right side when driving up to the ranger station. Arriving at the ranger station we

had to dot down our details and surprising to us; leave our vehicle at the parking. We thought and

hoped that we could drive the mairoad to the indigenous community, as the area around and
0SKAYR [F3dzyl RS [2NBG2 Aa &adzllll? a SRnvibktoth&e, 322 R T
a2 ¢ St havd titg &fter we walked anotherail. We walked the trail going left after thamger

station, past Laguna de Bafios and then towards Laguna Parcacocha (there is a map at the ranger
station). Even though this walk is only 4km and a 300m rise in altitude, it took us 5h to walk to there

and back. The landscapes are beautiful, but not\different from the landscapes around the Old

Quito Road and the Antenna Road. But you only cover the same distance in at least 5x as much time.

It was pretty easy to scan with the thermal camera, and then it took some time before you could
scananewate® hFT O2dz2NES @&2dz Oy o6S fdz01eé&x odzi 6S RAR
We are more goabriented and just the waleloneR2 S&y Qi R2 AG F2NJ dza AT ¢S
GKFIGT ¢S R2y Qi YAYR (KS &aKSthaviadd 2ak 2.5h badk whenlit3 | A y &
starts raining 5). We did observeMany-striped Canastero, Andean T#pinetail, Palenaped

Brushfinch, Tawny Antpitta, Viridian Metaltaind aRedrumped Bushtyrant, besides theAndean

Tapetish 2 S dumdBoid@danlrive in the park with a guiddge sure to ask if you hire a guide

Viridian Metaltail White-tailed Shriketyrant
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Quito 0.00442-78.48821

Visiteddate: 10 June2023

This short stop is actually NW of Quito, on the main road towards Mi@dming from Quito, &
parked on the right side of the roa®.004009,-78.489919 and walked back to the chapel. Behind
the chapel is a trail going south (0.00442F3.488211). A couple of 100m into the trail is a known
spot for the rare White-tailed Shriketyrant (0.003191,-78.488190). During our short stop we
encounteredCinereousConebill, Golden Grosbeand Ashbreasted Sierrdinch as well.

Yanacocha Reserve -0.11173-78.58485

Visited dates:10-12 June2023

We drove from Quito towards Yanacocha Reserve via the route indicattfteonwebsite. The last

9km the road is a bit less comfortable, but should be doable with any car. We arrived around 14.30
and they were just closing up. We were allowed to overnight on the parking lot in our motorhome,
and paid 5USD entrance fee + 5USbimiag fee p.p. There is no lodging, but there is an official
camping area for tents, and this might be a good solution for a bit adventurous independent birders
who want to have 2 chances for the Imperial Snipes. Nights can be very cold, so bring afropria
gear.The park itself is very nice, with one trail that is 95% flat (unique for this altitude!) and a couple
of sidetrailsthat bend off and get back to the main trail again.

The advantage of camping in the reserve is that you will have the resetaltytto yourself after

15.00, when the park closes. One of our main goals was to try for the Imperial Snipes. The ranger had
pointed us to a trail up the hill, which would take about@® minutes from the entrance to get to.

We had read about a differemlace in the report of Lennart Verheuvel (2019) on the main Inca Trall,
whichisonly 151 n YAy dziSaQ 4l f1 FNBY (KS SyidNlIyOSo® ¢KSN
which overlooks a valley(Q.1163,-78.58874. We waited here and around 18.30 twoperial Snipes

began to call down in the valley.S GNASR (G2 fdz2NB (GKSY Ayia2 OASs>
couple of minutes the calling was over. We read on Birds of the World that they will call through the

night only in breeding season (withoutlieing specified which period that is), so it might just have

been the wrong time of the year. The next morning we tried again, but as we arrived around 05.30

we might have been too late. The sky was very clear, and the ranger said that in his expérignce t

OFff Y2NB 4AUK RSyasS F233 gKAOK YAIKG 0SS (GKS 20K

In the morning wecontinued the Inca Trail towards the hummingbird feedef1273,-78.59047.
There are two otherdeders a little bit up the hill after the tiet building, but these barely attracted
anything while we were theréSome trees just before the feeders attractBdrple-backed Thornbill
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(high up in the canopy)The feeders below attractedyrian Metaltail, Buffwinged Starfrontlet,

Swordbilled Hummingbird, Great Sapphirewing, Mountain Velvetbreasind two of the three

Pufflegs in the parkGoldenbreasted Pufflegand Sapphirevented Puffleg Unfortunately the

endemic Black NB I A SR tdzFFtS3 R2SayQi 02YS o NdBrdzZ I NI & 0
reports. The ranger pointed us ta place along the Inca Trail where they had seen a female of the
endemicPufflegforage on tubular flowers above the trail a couple of times lately. This place has a

grassy patch, a sign with birds on their (witlodvhtaintanagers and Antpittas) and the narsake

trail of the endemic bird starts there((.120718,-78.590027). We staked this spot out for a while,

and only observedyrian Metaltailand Goldenbreasted Pufflegat first. Then a small hummer came

outof i KS GNI AfX FtSg 20 0dzii aRudyd it WK Hefided tb Watdzy R A
longer and after 70 minutes again a small hummer came out of the trail, and this time just hang still
enough to clearly appreciate the smaller size (Metaltaié)kiclear white puffs and a darker green

blackish sheen on the back: m@éackbreasted Pufflege)!!! It flew erratically and took off quickly.

2SS gl AGSR F3FAY F2NJ I gKAfST odzi AdG RARYQG O2YS
another hour but nothing showed up. Other birders staked out that place the day after for 3.5h, but

had nothing besides the common hummers. The rangers confirmed that the male had

blackish(green) on the back too, and that it behaved way differently (more erratit, flayely sitting
aidAtfty GKIFYy GKS 20GKSNJ tdzZFFES3ad ! LI NByGte Y2ai
should consider ourselves very lucky.

ot
ELRRTNRIN P AN
Sapphirevented Puffleg Buff-winged Starfrontlet

We decided to try another night, anlK A & GAYS F2ff26SR GKS NI y3ISNRa
The Andean Snipe trail starts about 10 minutes after the g@d 17454,78.586153). The climb up

is only 850m, but take about 36 minutes. The best part for the Imperial Snipesrishe right side

2y 0SS @2dzOQNB dzZLJ G KS KAt D.12B291R78.668419). T istisSvheFeaws helard 2 dzii o
one Snipe at night around 18.25 and again in the morning at 05.27. In the morning activity was better

with about 34 individualsflying around. Een though it was quite clear, we only picked them up with

our Thermal Camera and saw them in the flashlight once, but very high. We tried to lure them to the
ground, as we heard people got great pictures here. One came down, started calling from a perch,

and we worked our way through the Polyepsis towards the spot. Just 10m bisferspot of the
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snipewe ran into a wall of bamboo, and while working our way through the Snipe flew away again.
They stopped calling around 05.45, and other birders who cameraynd 06.00 missed them (even
though they were at the gate around 05.00). This is why we would advise camping. If you just want to
visit for a morning, then try to let them open the gate already at 04.00 if you want to climb up the
hill, or at 04.30 if yo just want to try at the place along the main trail. The place up the hill is a
tedious climb, but we estimate that your chances are better here and photo opportunities as well
(due to the Polyepsis tremaround where they can land).

We tried for White-throated Schreectowl at night, but only heardBandwinged Nightjar
(everywhere) andRufousbanded Owl(near the camping). Spotlighting we fourthdean Guan
White-browed Spinetailand Andean TapetiThe reserve must be one of the best places to hear and

actually seeéDcellated Tapaculolt was calling from every direction, and we were able to get amazing

views close to the main traiEquatorial Antpittawas seen multiple times on the Inca Trail, anel

heard Undulated Antpitta and Chestnutnaped Antpittab 2 S RARY Qi &SI NOK &LISOo
targets likeGoldencrowned Tanager, Blackreasted Mountaintanager or Curvebilled Tinamoy

as we had seen those at other places.

White-browed Spineall B 7 Ocellated Tapaculo

Bellavista Cloud Forest Reserve -0.01617-78.68108

Visiteddates: 12 & 1819 June2023

We showed up at the Bellavista Cloud Forest Lodge in the morning afteérgithe scenic road from
Yanacocha Reserve. We paid the 10USD p.p. entrance fee for day visits (and the owner Richard even
allows motorhomes to stay for 10USD p.p.p.n. which allows a 2 day visit for the same price). Our
main targets were not too diffidu Gorgeted Sunangelne) was encountered on one of the two
hummingbird feeders, which also attracted maByff-tailed Coronetsand Lesser Violetear, Purple
throated Woodstarand Fawnbreasted Brilliant Plate-billed Mountain-toucanscame to the banana
feeders around 17.30, but they also show up early morniMgntane Woodcreeperand Strong
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billed Woodcreeperhang around the moth trap the whole day, af@thoco Brushfinclalso showed

up regularly. We walked the-tRail from the lodge to the main road anithen turned right to the
Landayapa Cloud Forest Statie8.012518,-78.687111) Even though it was already after 11.00 we
encountered nice mixed flocks on thetril, with speciesincluding White-tailed Tyrannuletand

Streaked TuftedcheekAt the station weencountered a flock witlbusky Chlorospinguand then we

heard Western HemispingusPlaying the tape of Blagared Hemispingus they responded quickly

and hopped into views. We walked back along the road, tryingréorager Finck o6 dzi RA Ry Qi
hear them. We then took the -Rail back to the lodge. The-fRail goes through some patched of
bamboo, and this is where we obser@&riped Treehunterand Lineated Foliagayleaner Othess

have seerFlammulated Treehuntehere.

Buff-tailed Coronet Gorgeted Sunangel

At 19.00 we got a chance to see the Olinguito. We staked out the banana feeders, the hummingbird
feeders and the Olinguito feeder (also with a bunch of bananas), as an array of mammals might show
up on all of theseThey have seemayra Kinkajouand Olinguito coming to them. Around 19.30 we
observed arOlinguito (or Andean Olingdtrying to get to the sugawater in the feeder. The guide

was just changing them, so it scared the animal off. In the end we were afdddw it for about 2

hours, sleeping in the tree, going for a banana at the feeder and just going from place to place.
Amazing to see this animal so up clogety dense fog inhibited any spotlighting that night along the
road.

Olinguito Plate-billed Mountain-toucan
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Around Mindo we found the forest bordering the road less interesting, so we decided to come back
here to search for Andean Porcupine, which has been observed around Mindo up to the region
around the lodge. We searched for alid..5h but only encountered on€inkajou Going back to the
feeders at the lodge the next morning we observedyraeating the bananas from the Tanager
feeder.Driving back to Mindo we suddenly hBarred Hawklying up from the road with a fresh Kill.

Refugio Paz de las Aves 0.02011-78.70715

Visiteddates:13-15 June2023

We had reserved for the 13 and only received a message around 18.00 the day before that we
were welcome(reserve via the websile@ y G F OG G KSY @Al 2 KF{dal LI AF @2

or have questions with Vinicio Paz (+593 987 253 674, Spanish/Englising up the road the next

morning 0.033415-78.720720 > o6dzi RARY QO | OQldzrtte {y26 6KSNB
land around the road would be theirs, but that is (not yet) the case. We drove up to the lodge
(0.020134,-78.70715) and there we met Angel Paz. He took us to the parking sjtbt the trail

towards theAndeanCockof-the-Rocklek, which is apparently the meeting place where you should

go 0.021272-78.706733. We observed the lek from 06.@5.45 and meanwhile observétbucan
Barbetscoming in. Angel lured iBcaled Fruiteaterwhich we got great views of.

ki

Giant Antpitta

Toucan Barbet

We then drove dowro the placealong the public entrance roar the Giant Antpitta @.027301 -

78.717293.' LJ G2 o DAlFYyd !'yLAGOlI&a aK2¢g dzZLJ KSNBI odzi
We waited for 1.5h while Angel and his brother Rodrigo called the Antpittas and walked around. We
enjoyedourselveswith the 2SS f S R 2 y Q &larifioyTdpachidid’ Olive Fnch (HO). We searched

the small cliffside fotLyretailed Nightjar, but came up empthanded.A bit farther down the road

we had Rufousbellied Nighthawkon a roost high up in a branch above the road (0.027875,
78.718964)We then drove up for breakfast, which we expected to be huge considering the price we
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paid for the morning (60USD p.p.), but this was coffee with one Bolon (typical Ecuadorian breakfast
ball) and one empanada de viento with cheese (typical Ecuadorian exdpastyle). At breakfast
Rodrigo got a call that Angel had seen @Giant Antpittajust behind the accommodations farther up

the hill. We raced there and got great views of a juvenile.

w

=

Yellowbreasted Aﬁtpitta Chestnutcrowned Antpitta

We then went to theYellow-breasted Antpittax ¢ KA OK (221 | 6KAES G2 0O2)
harder this time of year to lure in Antpittas because they have young). We then got word that Angel
already lured in thevioustached Antpitta(0.019466-78.705627 along the trail behind the feeders,

which we got decent views of. Shakira, tBehrebreasted Antpittashowed up the next day at the

same spot.While waiting at this spot we observedneated Foliageleaner, Crimsormantled

Woodpeder and Olivaceous Pia. Another drive brought us to théeeder of Chestnutcrowned
Antpitta.

Purple-bibbed Whitetip Purplethroated Woodstar

With the morning tour you are allowed to stay the day for the hummingbird feeders and banana
feeders. These attractedEcuadorian ThrushToucan Barbet, Crimserumped Toucanet Black
chinned Mountaintanager and a whole bunch of beautiful Tanagers. The hummingbird feeders
attracted (in order of abundance)Buff-tailed Coronet, Velvepurple Coronet, Fawsbreasted
Brilliant, Violet-tailed Sylph, Brown Inca, Lesser Violetear,Andean Emerald, Rufoustailed
Hummingbird, Whitebooted Rackettail, Purplebibbed Whitetip, Purplethroated Woodstarand
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once anEmpress Brilliant In the trees around the feeders we observ&diayaquil Woodpecker,
Choco Parakeefsplit from Maroontailed Parakeet) andsoldenheaded Quetzal At night we
observedBlackand-white Owl near the accommodation.

A

Velvetpurple Coronet Flamefaced Taager

Mashpi Amagusa 0.15976-78.85313

Visiteddates:15-18 & 23-25 June2023

The area of Mashpi is very interesting for many ma lower elevation species, including many
Choc6 endemics. The tuoff (0.066347,-78.692546) from the mia road is moreeastwardsseen

from Mindo than one might expect. Most of the road is paved, except for the last part, which is good
gravel. The quarry just before the viewpoint is where we observed tgiled Nightjars at night,

including a spectacular rfewith very long tail feathersThere is a nice viewpoint just before you
have to turn onto the smaller road going up at your left (0.161378,845563).Reserva Mashpi
Amagusa is located along the smaller road at your Méfiu can reserve accommodatijothe
campsite food and/or day visits with Sergio & Doris (+593 981 183 057 or
reservamashpiamagusa@gmail.com, Spanish/English).

Wedgebilled Woodcreper“ o H":Pacific Tuftedcheek
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Birding here mainly involved roadside birding, so we figured we would sleep next to the road. When
asking aboutWestern Mountain Coatithat is supposed tehow upregularly here at the banana
feeders, they insisted we slept on their parking lot free ofrgka The next two mornings and one
afternoon we waited on top of the hill, where the banana feeders are located. The Mountain Coati
RARY QU aK2g dilappamhify 3thls dryuhdifd & while and is not bothered by humans
at all when it doeshowup. We enjoyed ourselves with the array of birds coming to the feeders, like
Crimsonrumped ToucanetBlackchinned Mountaintanager, Flamedaced Tanager, Goldenaped
Tanager, Glisteningreen TanagerRufousthroated Tanagerand evenMossbacked TanagerBoth
Black Solitaireand Pacific Tuftedcheekvere observed in the trees behind the feedétedtailed
Squirreltries to take some bananas too, dgestern Dwarf Squirrelhopped around in the trees as
well.

An unripe banana feeder next to the car parkratts Rosefaced Parrotsdaily, and allows for

spectacular close up views of these gorgeous ParRight behind the Parrot feeder is where we
found 2Clubwinged Manakins including a stunning mal€The guides seemed to know this place as
many went thee to try). We were finally able to add/ellowbellied Siskinto our list on their
property as wellRufousfronted Wood-quailswere heard daily.

Rosefaced Parrot ossbacke Taage

Most of the birding involves roadside birding, and the owner Sergio knows all the names in English
YR A& @SNE SF3AISNI G2 22Ay LIS2LX S G2 KSfLI GKSY ¥
you have space in your car he just as well joinghélower parts of themainroad. With the help of

Sergio we observetlawny-breasted Flycatchevery well. Other birds observed along the road (most

of them in mixed flocks) ar®rangebreasted Fruiteater, Pacific Tuftedcheek, Black Solitaire, Choco

Vireo, Rufousrumped Antwren, Strealkcapped Treehunter, Olive Finch, Smekyown
Woodpeckerand Bronzeolive Pygmytyrant. Barred Hawkflies around t@ and perches sometimes

near the lodge when it drizzles, but the afternoon it was observed we were lower andheroad.
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At

Blackcinned M

Spotlighting at night along the main road yietl Olinguito and Common Potooduring 2 nights,
besides the Lyrgailed Nightjars described above. We hoped fandean Porcupinewhich the
owners had observed once before and should occur at this altitude.

A couple of days laterust when we wanted to drive south from Santo Domingo we got a message

from a birder we had recommended Mashpi to. The message included a picture and the question:
GhoadaSNIBSR GKAA Y2NYyAy3ad /FyQl FAYR 6KI Goughi A&z
0f dZNNBE AG 61 & Of SINIe | tIFOFNYylFH C2NJ GK24S gK2
and rarely seen in the wild. After getting some more info we turned the car around and 2 hours later

we were back at Mashpi again. We got the umd#bat they walked towards an Antpitta in the

morning on the main road and at 05.47 encountered it casually sitting on the road. The flashlight
RARY QU 02GKSNJAG YR Ad ¢l t1SR ft2y3 GKS NRBFIR Iy
off onto a steep slope around 05.51. As this mammal is nocturnal and the slope was quite steep we
figured it would have a burrow of some sorts there and it miglatppear therethat evening. So just

after 18.00 we set off and put food out (rice, plantain, pappgelg to see if an animal like this could

be lured to a feeder in the future by SergWe stationed ourselves in some chairs at 100m distance

and scanned with thé.ahoux Spotter Elite 35¥ermal camera. It started to rain, so we huddled

under umbrellas, hoping the rain would stop. Romy set out walking the road around the corner, to be
adz2NB A G ¢ 2 dz Ry Qiit anGtiRepint.2We BgregdsBe woildflagd geenlaser 2

times f she would see anything. After a couple of times | saw 2 flashes and ranhever &and we

got nice views o€entral American Woolly OpossuriiVe were able to get good shots and went back

to our chairs. After 2 hours the rain had stopped and now it jugipeed from the trees still. After

more than 3 hours Romy walked the road again foruhgteenthtime. | was selecting the Opossum

pictures from the viewer of the camera and was therefore kind of niintded. Then suddenly laser

flashes, not two but acontinuousstream. Fashflashflashflash. Hakblinded | got up, started to

run, ran back to get by flashlight, grabbed frantically around in the dark to find it, during what
seemed to be an eternity while behind me laser flashes kept goin§lagh! Fash! Flashl turned on

my flashlight and ran as fast as | could, faster and fagtaishFlashFlashhd flashing of the green

laserkept going.! finally got to Romy and asked hérz2 K SNBEKH RokB NBKAOND adl yRA
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right next to iH € Idoked tomy right and there it was, a reBlacaranawithin less than a meter from
me!!l It apparently had come to the road within the 2 minutes Romy had passed the spot and turned
around.It had come to the other side of the road, and was walking towards magitti the chair (or

the food), but me storming towards that spot had made it go back to the Side.Pacarana, a large
male with a darkish head, went to the gully next to the road again. It was only that we knew it was
there that we were still able to olesve some small eyshine and heat in the thermal camera,
otherwise we would have walked straight pastWe waited for a while and it came back on the
road, allowing for some nice pictures. It actually walked straight towards me lying on the ground. It
went from side to side on the road, allowing for great views of this awesome lookingyratming

and weirdly walking rodent (the biggest in Soudthnerica after the Capybaras). After a while it
moved down the very steep slope, in a small gully that seerbg tased more often by wildlife.

Excitingly we walked back and spottedNarthern Blackeared Opossumnat the lodge. We went to

0SR INRdzyR HuH®Pon odzi O2dzZ RyQil afSSLI dzyliAft nmdnan
04.00 again and we waited at tleame spot to see if it would cross the road again to go back to the
LINBadzYSR 0d2NNRgd® LG RARY QU@ 2 Sfolipwirigevemng id&nSe N2 | R |
F233 o0dzi RARY QU SyO02dzyiSNIlFye YIFYYlIf®

oS, -

Pacarana Pacarana

For Sergio this wake first time he had ever seen this animal, but his mother has seen one walking
through the former pastures (they are reforesting that part now) about 8 years ago. It has also never
658y 488y 2y OF YSN} (NILASZ o0dzi Adut there Rryldsiof 4 88 Y
SELISNASYOS aSiildAay3d G(KSY dzld ¢KSe | faz2 R23QlG 32
they are morefocusedon birders. W can imagine them passing by one walking in the gully and

missing it easily after our experience.eTfood we put outwas basically untouched even after two
days,sothat®y Qi &aSSY (2 0S5 I (aitéiboudensodner. Ghances Kfctually O NIy
seeing one are probably still low, but it does motivate to know they are around here. Especitly wh

there are also chances for other interesting species like Western Mountain Coati, Olinguito, 2
Squirrel species, at least 2 Opossum species, Andean Porcupine and who knows what else.

Lower Elevations
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The second afternoon we drove down the main roadvaods Reserva NaturégachaGuatusa
(0.188351,-78.85382), where we hoped to find/iolet-bellied Hummingbid and Purplechested
Hummingbirdon the Verbena next to the road. One can camp here and theg halging too, but as

a birder and mammal watchewe would stay at Mashpi Amagusa. We waited for our pizza
(weekends only) for 1.5h while observing the flowesst only hadRufoustailled Hummingbird,

Green Thorntailand one Greencrowned Woodnymphé R2y Qi 06S F22f SR o6& (KA
mistaken for a Violebellied at first). Notreallyworth the pizza (12USD) + entrance fee (5USD p.p.).

We did seeEmerald Taageron the feeders and encounterediollared Aracar(ssp. Palenandibled)

and an immature maléongwattled Umbrellabird along the main road just aftehe accomodation
Orangefronted Barbet(ne) sometimes shows up in the trees above the feeders, boording to

Sergio it is best searched for @ecropiarees along the main road between Mashpi Amagusa and
Sach&Guatusa

Farther down the road (0.198574/8.870163) we encountered a good flock which included some
mop-up species we had left, includingellow-winged Flycatcher, Lesser Greenland Russet
Antshrike. Even farther (0.19543578.874306) we encountereBalelegged Shrikevireo. A flock
around this location yielde&carletbrowed Tanager, Greand-gold Tanageand Choco Tyrannulet

Green Thorntail Indigo Flowerpiercer

Mindo -0.05886-78.77108

Visiteddates: 15 & 18June2023

Driving through Mindo towards the birding sites, one passes some empanada stands. Ecuadorian
SYLJ yI RS ¥ LI WIER W3 , viRtls lotZok &ryarid it filig. Delicious when made nicely

(like at Paz de las Aves), but not very filling. There is one empanada stand from a Venezuelan guy that

YI 1S& R énipan@da2ddzharirfilled with cheese or chi&ky F2NJ m! {5 SI OK® L
closest to the road-0.056454-78.774373, not the one farther from the road (which empanadas are

smaller and more expensive too; 1.75USD per empanada).
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San Tadeo Birding

We stopped at San Tadeo Birding0.02904,-78.7526) to ask the very friendly ownefAnderson

Garciaabout recent sightings ofVestern Mountan Coati He saidthat they only show up at his
FlLOKSNDa LI I adh (JandarFeudry) Ndis faRk S NI& LI I OS Aa Fo2dzi o
NEFR (26FNRa vdzZAlG2d 2S RARYQUO 32 GKSNBI o0dzi KS 3
to the bananas at night (and Tayra in the morning) most of the year. You can WhatsApp him to

inform about recent sightings and to make a reservatieBo@ 990 785 026, Spanish/English).

Waterfall Trail

We only had very few targets left in the region, but tie&vn Mindo and the surrounding forests are

one of the best places fa couple of bird species. Finse stopped at the [Intersection(-0.058867,
-78.771086, and walked the road towards the east. Within 100m we encounteregl 2 LIY' | ¥y Qa
Eleania(ne). We then drove over the small bridge, where we (after walking the road from the
ziplines down to this intersection) encounter&@llow Tyrannulet We drove to Casa Divina Lodge (
0.064946-78.768839 and encounteredlue Seedeatem the bamboo between the parking lot and

the main lodge (wfah is also good for YelloWyrannulet early morning according ttee owner).

Many people bird the road going up to the waterfalls, but as it was Sunday it was lsuge with
cars. We observettiolet-bellied Hummingbird and hoped foBarred Hawkto fly in the sky. Others
have foundCloudforest Pygmyowl, Scaled Friweater, Darkbacked Woodquail and Yellow-bellied

Siskinamongst many other things along this road.

Mountain Landscape Barred Hawk

23 de Junio -0.03178-78.87649

Visited dates:19-20 June2023

This place is famous for itsongwattled Umbrellabird lek. We informed with Luis Agila via
WhatsApp (+593 990 639 057, Spanish) and heard it was a very good tie tttesmales lekking.
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We were allowed to camp on the farm and had to be at the lek at 06.00 in the morning. Entrance fee

was 20USD p.p. includimgsmallbreakfastWe met Luis already in the afternoon at his house on the

right side of the church in the v small town {0.031789,-78.876498). We then drove towards the

end of the public road-0.062756,-Ty dy TTynmM0> gKSNBE 6S OF Y'1I3SR® CNJ
YAydziSa 2y GKS GNIAf O0SKAYR GKS LINJAYy3 G261 NRa
walk, and you have to cross one stream. They plan to extend the road all the way up this or the next

year. We decided to follow the trail already on our own in the afternoon and got stunning views of

male Longwattled Umbrellabirds displaying in differentrees, seen from the main trailWe also
heardEcuadorian Mantled Howler® I f £t Ay 33 o6dzi O2dz RyQi FAYR GKSYO®
car at 05.35 and we walked up through a locked gate, up a small hill, towards th€.@K7676,-

78.878982). We gected a lek similar to the Codi-the-Rocks, partly because Luis said they would

be very low in the morning. The opposite was true and the males started calling in the dark (05.50)

and flew from branch to branch and from tree to tree, mostly very highMales were lekking far

away as well, and the lek might therefor have a radius of 100K A OK A a OF f ft SR |y
Around 06.30 the females showed up, the males followed and the show was over. For us the
afternoon before was actually better fabservation. Wdingeredaround the feeders for a bit and

scanned the trees, findinglack Solitaire, Toucan Barbet, Dusky Chlorospingnd heardCloud

forest Pygmyowld 2 S G(GKSy gl f 1SR (4KS GNIXAfa Ay asShkNOK 27
trying to get theRufousfronted Wood-quails (HO) to come to a corn feeder, which would make a

good addition for the money spent.

Jocotococ Reserva Canandé 0.52609,-79.21289

Visited dates:20-22 June2023

¢2 3ASG G2 w2020202Q4 /I ylFyRS NBaASNIBS:I RNARGS {(KS
Puerto Quito. Then drive northwards on the paved road via Simon BdlivaiGolondrinas (bad part
of the road), La T, Zapakmd then to Puerto Nuevo. At Puerto Nuef@46352,-79.243723 you have
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to cross theCanandéiver on a pontoon boat, attached to 2 smaller boats that power the pontoon.
Make sure you have a reservatiaf Jocotoco to show on the boat, or say you are going to Hoja
Blanca or Reserva Tesoro Escondido, as Jocotoco is the only organisation demanding a paper from
the boatmen.We paid 2USD one way for our car on the fefilye road after this to the reserveirs

bad shape andsipreferably driven with a 4WD.

We arrivel at the research station0(526094,-79.212945), which was way bigger than we expected

it to be. The reserve is about 10.000 hectares, but the timber company has 35.000ha, so that explains
the constant stream of logging trucks passing by the station. Luckily Jocotoco is buying up more land
to protect this lowland forest, and visiting reserves like this helps doing that. There are 4 comfortable
rooms, located near the restaurant (farther away fraime road), which looked very cosy. We
camped on tle parking lot next to the road and paid the 15USD p.p. entrance fee.

Rain season is from NovembeMay according to the ranger, and it often rains all day or all night.
We were now in the transitioningeriod, and in between the afternoon showers we walked the main
road. We heardStripe-throated Wren from far away and near the sign atettop of the hill we
observedEcuadorian Mantled Howlesneaking over the branches. Around the station we shortly
observedOrangefronted Barbet(ne) in aCecropiaree. Other interesting birds around the station
were White-thighed Swallow Pacific Antwrenand Purplechested HummingbirdAt night we only
found one Armored Raitcrossing the road during 1.5h of spotlighting.

Crossing the river Yellowtufted Dacnis

The next morningve walked the Choco Tapaculo itréstartingon the right hand sidgust after the

second guest cabjnand then the Banded Ground Cuckoo trail. The trails were quite muddy
(especially the lower parts), so rubber boots are a must. Even though the ranger said they were well
marked, we found them not to be as there are multiple bigger paths veering offrdaséctions

without signs2 § S @Syl dz t £ & OF YS @A LILISR22 A IO OASR LIPA
lying upside down on the ground. Apparently this is the mirador as stated on the map. As it was very
foggy and later started to rajanS R AsBeynfuéh. BotliTawnyfaced Gnatwrenand Chestnut

backed Antbirdwere heard all théime, so thesesoundsare good tdearn Walking with an umbrella

and fogged up binos we were too late to see what we flushed off the trail, and we can only fantasize
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