
Yellowstone National Park Guide 

LΩƳ ƻǾŜǊŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ¸ŜƭƭƻǿǎǘƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘǊƛǇ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

beneficial to provide an overview of the park from my personal experience with, of course, some of my favorite pictures.  

I first visited Yellowstone while a college student in Utah in 2001.  After living back east for 4 years after graduation I 

ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ LŘŀƘƻ ƛƴ нллсΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ¸ŜƭƭƻǿǎǘƻƴŜ ƻƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ the past 18 years for a total of 

27 visitsΦ  9ŀŎƘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ¸ŜƭƭƻǿǎǘƻƴŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ aŀǊŎƘΣ !ǇǊƛƭΣ 

May, June, July, August, September, and October.  A couple of my kids would call it their favorite place in the world. My 

ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀǊŜ !ǇǊƛƭΣ aŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ 

many of the most common speciesτhomo sapiens.  While you will still see abundant wildlife, perhaps even more of it, 

the summer can be overwhelming with the crowds ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ 

waiting in a 30 minute bear jam only to learn the animal has moved out of sight by the time you passΦ  LΩǾŜ ƘƛƪŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ 

the short to moderate hikes in the park and have yet to find crowds beyond paved trails.  The animals, however, seem 

easier to find and less skittish from the road then while on foot. Very few of my memorable sightings have been while 

hiking. The weather can be unpredictable and snow is not uncommon in the spring and fall months so be prepared.  

Hiking is better generally in the fall than spring as trails are usually dryerτmany are inaccessible in spring due to snow 

or water. 

I have a spreadsheet that tracks the highlights from each visit. Due to its relative proximity and my family size (6 kids), 

Ƴƻǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŎŀƳǇŜŘ ŀǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΣ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ƭƻŘƎŜǎ 

and hotels inside and outside the park, and last year camped in the back country for the first time. Not counting winter 

Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ōȅ ǎƴƻǿƳƻōƛƭŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ƻƴ 52% of the visits, moose on 52%, grizzly bears on 64%, and black bears on 

68҈Φ  !ƭƭ ǘƻƭŘ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƴƻƴ-winter visit without a large carnivore.  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 

and late afternoon/early evening hours are the best and it is worth hitting the road in the dark to be in prime spots like 

the Lamar Valley at first light. 

Each entrance to the park has its own neighboring community with different amenities and culture.  My favorite place to 

stay is in Gardiner, MT for easy access to the northern stretch of the park.  Yellowstone Gateway Inn has 

accommodations for groups from 1-8 and has full kitchens which are convenient for meals based around optimal wildlife 

watching rather than body clocks or seasonal restaurant hours. Check the park website for road closures, both seasonal 

and construction related or you may be in for long detours or disappointment that some parts of the park are not yet 

ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƎŜƻǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ are a good distraction in inclement weather or when you are having bad luck 

with the mammals and fortunately draw in thousands of the tourists that would otherwise be keeping you from seeing 

wildlife. This guide will comment briefly on different sections of the Grand Loop that is really more of a grand figure 8 as 

seen below:   

 

 



 

I never really get tired of any of the drives in the park other than the 21 miles from West Thumb to Lake.  I only do that 

ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛŦ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊŀƴŘ ¢Ŝǘƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ worth it.  Old Faithful is worth taking the kids to at least once, 

though we only go every few years now when we have guests. L ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ²Ŝǎǘ ¸ŜƭƭƻǿǎǘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

where this guide will begin.   

West Entrance to Madison: 

The first couple of miles are through forest with the Madison River running below you on the left side.  Look for deer 

ŀƴŘ Ŝƭƪ Řƻǿƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƻǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ 9ŀƎƭŜǎ bŜǎǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƛƴ 

and we still frequently see Eagles flying along the river or perched in the top of trees.  Several miles in you will cross the 

river and a gorgeous valley with meadows will open on your right while the mountain side will rise fairly abruptly on 

your left.  The open grasslands along the river on your right usually have elk and sometimes bison in addition to 

numerous waterfowl.  There are a lot of pull offs on the right that provide good viewing opportunities.  Because this is 

ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǊǎ ǎǘƻǇǇed for elk and bison then will be the case further into the 

ǇŀǊƪΦ  LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ōŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǿƻƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜΦ  Wǳǎǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

of many mammals to come.  The Madison campground will be on your right.  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŎŀƳǇŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 

provides good access to wander down along the river.  Be ready to have deer or elk walk right through your campsite. 

 



Madison to Old Faithful: 

Turning Right or South at Madison takes you towards Old Faithful through a series of open flats, river bends, and forests.  

9ƭƪ ŀƴŘ .ƛǎƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƴ /ƻȅƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ CƻȄŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀŘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŀƎƭŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

some interesting geothermal features and the Firehole Canyon drive is a scenic one-way detour, especially if you plan to 

come back out towards Madison it will mean a few miles of new scenery without the repeat.   

Old Faithul to West Thumb: 

The highlight is probably passing the Continental Divideτthere is a turnoff and sign for a picture oppoǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǎǇŜƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘΧ 

West Thumb to South Entrance & South Entrance to Jackson, WY (through Grand Teton NP): 

L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²Ŝǎǘ ¢ƘǳƳō ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 9ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ DǊŀƴŘ ¢eton has magnificent scenery you 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴ ¸ŜƭƭƻǿǎǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƳƻƻǎŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  .ƭŀŎƪ .ŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ aƻƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ aƻƻǎŜ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ wŘ 

{² ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΦ  LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ DǊƛȊȊƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ мфм ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΦ 

 

 

The Grand Tetons October 2017 



 

 

LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻǎŜ ƛƴ DǊŀƴŘ ¢Ŝǘƻƴ bt {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмо 

 

 



Madison to Norris: 

Turning Left or bƻǊǘƘ ŀǘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ƭŜŀŘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ōǳǘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭ ŎƭƛƳō ƛƴ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƎǊƛȊȊƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ 

the right along the river.  Norris Geyser Basin is a good place to get out and stretch your legs.  There are a series of 

boardwalks, and you could go anywhere from .5-2 miles depending on the path you take.  Lots of interesting geothermal 

features and plenty of people too. 

 

Grizzly Bear eating winter kill carcass April 2018 

Norris to Canyon: 

This is a short cut to get to the other side of the park but it is through thick forests with few opportunities to see much 

wildlife until the large meadows as you pull into Canyon.  I try not to use this route much except to save time on my way 

ƛƴ ƻǊ ƻǳǘΧ.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ L ƭǳŎƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇŀŎƪ ƻŦ п ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ in one of my favorite 

Yellowstone momentsΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳŜŀŘƻǿ as you pull into Canyon that has been good for elk, deer, and coyote. 



 

Norris to Mammoth: 

This is great bear country; LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ōŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƛȊȊƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

lots of willows in some areas that would appear to be good moose country bǳǘ LΩǾŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

!ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ tŀƛƴǘ tƻǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƻǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ LΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ Řŀȅ 

than walking Norris Geyser Basin because they are close together and have some similarities.  Swan Lake Flats is a good 

area for wolves and grizzlies and there are often sandhill cranes passing through.   



 

 

Wolf pack May 2012 at Swan Flats 



 

May 2012 

 

Coyote at Glen Creek Trailhead June 2020 



As you leave Swan Lake Flats you drop steeply down a curved route into Mammoth.  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻƴŜ-way drive 

through some rocky areas that can be good for marmots when the sun is out. The road continues through mixed forest, 

and LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƛȊȊƭȅ ōŜŀǊǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ. By the time you get ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀƳƳƻǘƘ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ 

lots of Elk.  LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ŝƭƪ Ǌǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ ōǳƎƭŜs. The terraces are very 

interesting, and the numerous boardwalks provide good access for the crowds. 

 

Bugling Bull Elk 9/26/2021 



 

October 2011 

Mammoth to Tower Jct/Roosevelt: 

[ŜŀǾƛƴƎ aŀƳƳƻǘƘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ 9ƭƪ ŀƴŘ .ƛǎƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘŜŜǇ ŀǎŎŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘŜŘ Ƙƛƭƭ 

sides.  Look for Mule Deer in the forests.  When you come out on top theǊŜΩǎ ŀ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ¦ƴŘƛƴŜ Cŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ 

then a picnic area with outhouses on the right at Lava Creek.  If you want a short walk away from people to a different 

ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ 9ŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ side that will take you to the brink of 

the falls a few hundred yards away.  Next potential stop on your right is Wraith Falls a short (less than 1 mile) easy walk 

to another small falls. The next few miles is pretty open country, keep an eye out for grizzly bears.   

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ Ǉŀǎǎ .ƭŀŎƪǘŀƛƭ 5ŜŜǊ /ǊŜŜƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛƪŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ōŀŎƪǎ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇŀǎǎΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ǿŀƭƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜƭŦ-ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ƘƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ Ǝƻod 

black bear countryτǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōƭŀŎƪ ōŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƛȊȊƭƛŜǎ ǘƻƻΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ с-

mile dirt road on the right called Blacktail Plateau or something like that--it is worth taking to get a little further off the 

main roŀŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊƻŀŘΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 

a couple of moose in the willows off the main road in that stretch.  The Blacktail Plateau drive connects back to the road 

just before a turn off for Petrified Tree.  A short walk from that parking lot takes you to the standing trunk of an old, 

ǇŜǘǊƛŦƛŜŘ ǘǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ Ŏƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ 

stream and ends at a lake and then a viewpoint (take your bear spray!).  In the last few years moose appear to be getting 

more common along this stretch so keep your eyes on the willows and ponds. 



 

Black Bears near Tower Jct April 2018 and June 2020 

 

Black Bear near Tower Jct June 2020 

 



 

Cow Moose March 2017 

 

Calf Moose near Elk Creek May 2019 



 

Red Fox hunting opposite the Petrified Tree turnoff March 2017 

Tower/Roosevelt to Northeast Entrance: 

L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ 9ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ όƻƪΣ L ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ 

Tower to Pebble Creek is my favorite part of the entire park.  Turn Left at Tower junction through the large clearing and 

ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭl drop down to a bridge over the Yellowstone River.  Keep an eye out for black bears and as you ascend on the 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŘŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ōƛƎƘƻǊƴ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘŜǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

somewhere in the next ½ mile.  They may be on the road, by the small ponds to your left or even back in the trees on 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛŘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜƭƭƻǿǎǘƻƴŜ wƛǾŜǊ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ƘƛƪŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ridge with spectacular views of the river canyon below.  To do the full loop on this hike is probably 4-5 miles but you can 

Ǝƻ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ 

numbers of bison and usually antelope on either side of the road.  This open area known as άLittle Americaέ is a decent 



place for badgers.  YŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻȅƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ōŜŀǊǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŦƛŜƭŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŜŘƎŜǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƴ 

wolves on the hillsides in the area before you cross the river again.  At the Slough Creek turnout there are restrooms and 

usually wolf watchers with ǘŜƭŜǎŎƻǇŜǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻƭŦ ŘŜƴ ŦŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ, it is worth 

ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƪƛŘǎ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǎŎƻǇŜǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻŎƪ ǘƘŜƳ 

over!   

The road continues through a narrow gorge wiǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜƭƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǎǇǊŜȅ ƴŜǎǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

above the river.  After the next bend you enter the Lamar Valley which is a broad valley where you should see Bison, Elk, 

Antelope, and hopefully some predators.  If you are lucky, ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƻǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊǎ 

ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇƻǘǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƻǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊǎ όLΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŎƻȅƻǘŜǎΣ ǿƻƭǾŜǎΣ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƛȊȊƭȅ ōŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅύΦ   

 

Lamar Valley September 2013 



 

Lamar Valley May 2014 

 

Pronghorn Bucks Lamar Valley May 2015  and April 2016 



 

Badger in the Lamar Valley in May 2019 

 

 

Grey Wolf in the Lamar Valley June 2020 



 

Grey Wolves in Lamar Valley April 2018 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ junction of Soda Butte Creek and the Lamar 

wƛǾŜǊΦ  LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ у-10 large Bighorn Rams multiple times in this stretch, often quite close to the road.  This 

section is also good for coyotes and Eagles, both Bald and Golden.  Continuing on, look high up on the mountain walls 

for white specksτǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ Dƻŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ǊŜŎŜŘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

ǿŀƴǘ ōƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻƻƪΦ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ ¢Ǌƻǳǘ [ŀƪŜΦ  L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ, but it is reportedly a good 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƻǘǘŜǊǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǎǿŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ, but they are seasonal.  Around the next bend past Trout Lake is the 

best place for Moose in the park.  If you can be there early in the morning or the late evening (not easy given how far 

ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƛǎύΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ п ƳƻƻǎŜ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭƻǿ Ŧƭŀǘǎ 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ тр ȅŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ōǳǘ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ  LΩǾŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ōƻǘƘ 

species of bears in the clearing too. Pebble Creek campground has toilets and a good place to turn around and head 

back through the Lamar Valley (it is currently under repair after the 2022 floods)Φ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ 

to the hamlet of Cooke City which has limited options for lodging, meals, and gas.  During the winter Cooke City is only 

accessible through the park as the outlet over the pass on the other side of town is closed due to snow.  This forested 

stretch is one of the few areas IΩve seen red fox multiple times, again always early or late in the day. 


