Yellowstone National Park Guide
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beneficial to provide an overview of the park from my personal experience @fitourse, some of my favorite pictures.

| first visited Yellowstone while a college student in Utah in 2001. After living back east for 4 years after graduation |
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May, June, July, August, September, and October. A couple of my kids would call it their favaite fiia world. My
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many of the most common speciefiomo sapiens. While you will still see abundant wildlife, perhaps even more of it,
the summer can be overwhelming with thecrowds R f 23AaGAO0Fff& OKIffSy3aay3ao ¢
waiting in a 30 minute bear jam only to learn the animal has moved out of sight by the time yoii pasg. Q@3S KA { §
the short to moderag hikes in the park and have yet to find crowds beyond paved trails. The animals, however, seem
easier to find and less skittish from the road then while on foot. Very few of my memorable sightings have been while
hiking. The weather can be unpredictalaled snow is not uncommon in the spring and fall months so be prepared.

Hiking is better generally in the fall than spring as trails are usuallydrganyare inaccessible in sprimye tosnow

or water.

| have a spreadsheet that tracks the highlights from each visit. Due to its relative proximity anchihgysize (6 kids),
Y2ali @Graria KI @S 2dzaid 0SSy F2NI I O02dzZ) S 2F yAdaKdao 2
and hotels inside and outside the park, and last year camped in the back country for the first time. Not coungng wint
Graria o0& ayz2e6Y20 A 52%bfthé 8sisPrBoost &/ grizzlg hedr Sc% 2ayd black bears on
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and late dternoon/early evening hours are the best and it is worth hitting the road in the dark to be in prime spots like
the Lamar Valley at first light.

Each entrance to the park has its own neighboring community with different amenities and culture. My fplaaréeo

stay is in Gardiner, MT for easy access to the northern stretch of the park. Yellowstone Gateway Inn has
accommodations for groups from8and has full kitthens which are convenient for meals based around optimal wildlife
watching rather than bdy clocks or seasonal restaurant hougsieck the park website for road closures, both seasonal
and construction relatedr you may be in for long detours or disappointment that some parts of the park are not yet
F0O0SaaArot S® ¢KS LiandaGodd ditaetiandrdndditerit webtBdr dr diedSy@du are having bad luck
with the mammals and fortunately draw in thousands of the tourists that would otherwise be keeping you from seeing
wildlife. This guide will comment briefly on different sectimfs¢he Grand Loop that is really more of a grand figure 8 as
seen below:
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| never really get tired of any of the drives in the park other thanZhenilesfrom West Thumto Lake. | only do that
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thoughwe only go every few years nomhen we have guestd G @ LIAOF f £ @ Sy GSNJ G KNRdzZAK 2
where this guide will begin.

West Entrance to Madison:

The first couple ofniles are through forest with the Madison River running below you on the left side. Look for deer
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and we still frequently see Elag flying along the river or perched in the top of trees. Several miles in you will cross the
river and a gorgeous valley with meadows will open on ymlnt while the mountain side will rise fairly abruptly on

your left. The open grasslands along theer on your right usually have elk and sometimes bison in addition to

numerous waterfowl. There are a lot of pull offs on the right that provide good viewing opportunities. Because this is
YSIEN) GKS SyiNI yOS (2 GKS Lidikelkam dzdn then ilFhie S cade Fudhsr im6 2hal B
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of many mammals to come. The Madison campground will be on your BightQ @S OF YLISR (G KSNB &a$s
provides good access to wander down along the river. Be ready to have deer or elk walk right through your campsite.



Madison to Old Faithful:

Turning Right or South at Madison takes you towards Old Faithful thrawsgries of open flats, river bends, and forests.
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some interesting geothermal features and the Firehole Canyon drive is a scem@gdetour, especially if you plan to
come back out towards Madison it will mean a few miles of new scenery without the repeat.

Old Faithul to West Thumb:

The hghlight is probably passing the Continental Divideere is a turnoff and sign for a picture odgdi dzy A G & ® L
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West Thumb to South Entran&South Entrance to Jackson, WY (through Grand Teton NP):
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The Grand Teton®ctober 2017
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Madison to Norris:

Turning Leftob 2 NIIK 0 al RAaz2y tSIFIRa Fft2y3a NADGSNI gAGK aidSlkRe
the right along the rigr. Norris Geyser Basin is a good place to get out and stretch your legs. There are a series of
boardwalksand you could go anywhere from-Zmiles depending on the path you take. Lots of interesting geothermal
features and plenty of people too.
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Grizzly Bear eating winter kill carcass April 2018

Norris to Canyon:

This is a short cut to get to the other side of the park but it is through thick forests with few opportunities to see much
wildlife until the large meadows as you pull into Canyony htit to use this route much except to save time on my way
Ay 2NJ 2dziX. dzi GKSNBQa aGAff gAfRfATFSIT ihoné azdyfdditeA y i 2
Yellowstone momentd® ¢ KSNB Qa asyoll pulNiltcSCangdéhlthRt dieen good for elk, deer, and coyote.



Norris to Mammoth:

This is great bearountry;L Q@S &aSSy ydzYSNRBdza ofl O] o0SFENBR Ay (GKS F2NEF
lots of willows in some areas that would appear to be good moose coudyb L Q@S &S (2 &aSS (K
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than walking Norris Geyser Basin because they are close together and have some simifawvitied.ake Flats is a good

area for wolves and grizzlies and there are often sandhill cranes passing through.



Wolf pack May 2012t Swan Flats




Coyote atGlen Creek Trailhealline 2020



As you leave Swan Lake Flats you drop steeply dawrnvad route into Mammoth¢ K SNBE Q& | @& Ndve &4 K 2
through some rocky areas that can be good for marmots when the sun is out. The road continues througiomasted

andL Q@S &aSSy ofl O1 | yR dJBidkdtiméywugeSz NEK S f 2iyAY KR 4¢ SNMWNEG &
lotsof EIK.L 1 Q& | O2y@SYyASyid LI IFOS Ay (KS TsTheterindesaieS&y (1 KS S
interesting,and thenumeroushoardwalksprovide good access for the crowds

BuglingBull Elk 9/26/2021
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Mammoth to TowercfRoosevelt:
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sides. Look for Mule Deer in the forests. When you come outontdph@a | Lidz € 2FF F2NJ | yR
then a picnic area with outhouses on the right at Lava Creek. If you want a short walk away from people to a different
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the falls a few hundred yards away. Next potential stop on your right is Wraith Falls a short (less than 1 mile) easy wal
to another small falls. The next few miles is pretty open country, keep an eye out fdy peazrs.
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mile dirt road on the right called Blacktail Plateau or something like-ih&t worth taking to get a little further off the
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a couple of moose in the willows off the main road in that stretch. The Blacktail Plateau drive connects back to the roa
just before a turroff for Petrified Tree. A short walk from that parking lot takes you to the standing trunk of an old
LISGNRAFASR GNBS GKFEGQa {AYyR 2F 022t (2 aSSo ¢t KSNBQa |
stream and ends at a lake arfteh a vievpoint (take your bear spray!). In the last few years moose appear to be getting
more common along this stretch so keep your eyes on the willows and ponds.
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Black Bear near Tower Jct Juit2@



Calf Moose near Elk Creek May 20




Red Fox huntingpposite thePetrified Tregurnoff March 2017
Tower/Roosevelt to Northeast Entrance:
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Tower to Pebble Creek is my favorite part of the entire park. Turn Left at Tower junction through the large clearing and
i K Sy | déop daRrt to a bridge over the Yellowstone River. Keep an eye out for black bears and as you ascend on t
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somewhere in the next % mile. @hmay be on the road, by the small ponds to your left or even back in the trees on
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ridge with spectacular views of the river canymelow. To do the full loop on this hike is probabl§ thiles but you can
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numbers of bison and usually antelope on either side of tla@lrdhis open area known adlLittle America is a decent




place forbadgersY SSLI 'y S@&S 2dzi F2NJ O02eé2iSa FyR 221 F2NJ oSl N
wolves on the hillsides in the area before you cross the river again. At the Slough Creek turnout there are restrooms a
usually wolf watchers with St Sa021JSa ¢l 6 OKAy3a | g2t F RSy ,fiswWirthii 2 (KS
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over!

The road continues through a narrow gorgéid G KS NAGSNI 6St2¢ 2y (GKS NARIK(G P

above the river. After the next bend you entee Lamar Valley which is a broad valley where you should see Bison, Elk,
Antelope, and hopefully some predators. Ifyou ar&yy@ 2 dzQf f FAYR a2YSGKAy3a Oft24a$S
A02LIISR gAGK alLRdGAy3 al02L35a F2NJ Y2NB RAalGlryd LINBRE(:

Lamar Valley September 2013



Lamar Valley May 2014

Pronghorn BuckLamar Valley May 2018nd April 2016



Grey Wolf in the Lamar Valley June 2020



Grey Wolves in Lamar Valley April 2018
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wA @S NI L Q @ S103&&Bighdrn RAMERNd#igle #nfes iy this stretch, often quite close to the road. This
section is also good for coyotes and Eagles, both Bald and Golden. Continugakdmgh up on the mountain walls
forwhite specks 1 KS az2dzyil Ay D2FG&a IINB SFaASNI G2 &aSS Ia GKS a
gyt oAy20dz I NBE (2 KIFI@S YdzOK 2F | f 2 2butdeis leporedlly] aSjood KS (i |
LX I OS T2 NJ NAGSNJI 2 {0 S Nt they are &&al.a/808nd thé mext Pead pasy TroiitKake i$ the] S
best place for Moose in the park. If you can be there early in the morning or the late evening (not easy given how fa
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species of bea in the clearing too. Pebble Creek campground has toilets and a good place to turn around and head
back through the Lamar Valléy is currentlyunderrepair after the 2022 floods) L¥ @&2dz KI @dSyQi KI
to the hamlet of Cooke City which has limited options for lodging, meals, and gesg e winter Cooke City is only
accessible through the park as the outlet over the pass on the other side of town is closed due tdrhimferested

stretch is one of the few area@¢ seen red fox multiple times, again always early or late in the day.



