Trip Report: Kenya January 2024

We spent three weeks in Kenya in January 2024. We hired a brilliant guide (Zarak@echas his own company

and guides independent safah#ips://www.zarekcoclarsafaris.com/aboyt | would have noésitation in

recommending him fosomething more interesting than the standard Kenya safari circuiekZaooked everything
except ourinternational flights which made it very easy for me.

Andy and | share a pasaifor wildlife in all its forms, particularly mammals, but we also enjoy birds, reptiles,
amphibians and invertebrates (except for mosquitoes, ticks, leeches and tetse fliedy)is a keen photographer

and | do the research, planning and processinglidhe photos afterwards2 S Q@S R2y S al FF NAa A
Africa before, so were looking for something a bit differe S ¢ SNBy Qi Ay G SNBaidiSR Ay 2
other vehicles at a lion sighting, and instead wanted to focus on sdnie desswell knownanimals and also enjoy
some interesting wildlife behaviour.

We were travelling in January, so in theory the short rains should have finished in November, the grass would be dr
and gold (excellent for rodents) and many of the bushesld have lost their leaves. The herbivores should have
returned to the better grazing in the national parks in reasonable densities and the lower grass and thinner bush
should have made it easy to spot wildlife. However, a combination of El Nino antkectineange meant that the

short rains were much heavier and lasted much longer than they typically do. We had rain while we were in Tsavo
East and Abrdare National Parkand it rained the day before we arrived in Amboseli. All this meant that the grass
was lush and green, there were weeds and flowers everywhere and the shrubs were thick with leaves. All the extra
greenery made spotting animals tough, and the herbivores were all dispersethenbuffer zones and

conservancies that surround the national (NJ, a ® al y& NRRSyGa Ffaz2 RARYQO A7
GKIFIG akKz2dzZ R KIS 0SSy Slae G2 aLkri ¢S RARyQd &aSS I
spectacular, the roads were less dusty than they otherwise would have begmany of the birds were in their
breeding plumage, displaying courtship behaviour or had chicks.

Saturday &' January

We had an early morning taxi to Heathrow and checked in to find that we had been upgraded to business class! We
had a great flight and &re one of the first off the plane which meant no queue at immigration and phstra short

wait for bags. We were collected by our driver and taken to the Eka hotel for the night. Unfortunately, we were both
still on UK time, and | was excited abouttheél  NIIi 2F GKS K2t ARIFIe& &2 ¢S RARyQI

Sunday ¥ January

After a reasonable breakfast in the hotel we met Zarek and started our drive North. We made good time as there
was very little traffic and got as far as Nanyuki in 3 hours. We thated on, stopping to pick up some beers en

route, and made it to Meru National Park entrance gate around }oemya had just had its best rains in a very long
time, so the park was, rather unexpectedly, a sea of green, with lots of flowers and thickQuursiist mammals

were a small group ofraterbuck We spent some time watching and photographing an assortment of birds (the
highlight of which was probably an African Fish Eagle). Then we foRaticalated Giraffgour first one) and some

Bush Hyraxplus the remaining half of a zebra that had been consumed by lions the previous night (no lions though)
We drove slowly through the park to our accommodatgone of the park houses for rent next the ranger

station¢ where we were greted by a familyof vervet monkeysin the back garden.

After lunch and a break to recover from the journey we headed out on an afternoon game drive. Due to the thick
bush the wildlife was fairly hard to spot, but we managed plenty &f fO}ikQik someBuffalo, Impala, acouple of

very distanthippos, and plenty ofvervet monkeysand olive baboons The birds were again very much in evidence.

2SS KIR 32yS t221Ay3 F2NI tStQa FAAKAYy3I 246t gKAOK ¢S
juvenileVereauxQ BagleOwl.

We headed back for dinner, then out again for a walk around the ranger station to look for Somali Lesser Galago,
plus whatever else we could find. There were plenty of moths and spiders, and some interesting geckos and
scorpions. We had aaple of sightings of galagoes and genets, but they were fleeting at best. However, Zarek founc
us an egellentAcacia rat and also ar\frican Scops OwiThere were also large numbers of bats flying around an



https://www.zarekcockarsafaris.com/about

abandoned building, but none of them were statary, so it was impgsible to work out what they werand we
decided to return again the following day.
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Mount Kenya Dwarf Gecko, African F&h 3f S t I f f AR ¢ KARRWUT A£ S NMBWNAZR @ 9 I
{ dzy RS @I f t Qa tAfdanBlaube Gadkdpfentdttd éminii(scorpion), Crested Francolin

Monday &" January

We started just before sunrise, armed with our cameras and binoculars and a packed breakfast. We headed to the
rhino reserve section of the park where tidite rhinoswere verymuch in evidenceAgain, there were plenty of

birds around, but not so many mammals. We managed to glimpse the end of the nogsalacamole ratby

peering down into an active hole. There were also a few solitary etefghantsgoing aboutheir business, all fairly
distant. We saw our first N&A 3 K i Q & small-gfodpfclbs8 to the road. This was to be the first of a number of
sightings. We spent some time watching a familplofe baboonsin a large tree by the river. There were plgnt




morereticulated giraffes although these ones were very skittish, and a numbemstriped ground squirrelshat

ran along the road in front of the jeep. We found a mother and bgdmenukc they were very beautiful and our first
encounter withthissf OA Sa® LQR 0SSy gl yiAy3a G2 aSS 2yS F2NJ I 3S
the morning were a family afesert warthogsg another first for usWe returned to the bat colony on the way back

and discovered they wene@und leaf bats

After a break of lunch and a rest, we headed out again at around 4pm. Again, this was mostly birds, with highlights
a pygmy falconrad an Eastern chanting goshawk.

After dinner we went for another walk around the ranger station. This time the animalsmwech more obliging,

with a proper (but still brief) look at a genet, plus some truly excellent viewsSof@ali Dwarf galagoOne of the

rangers found &piny mousevhich was incredibly cooperativé/e even managed a quick look at a juvespetted
hyenaand asharp nosed rocket frog

Blackd A Y ISR YAUSST {2dzi KSNY 2KAGS WKAPRSA66RSRY b P Eeba E WL . DX
Leafnosed BatsAfrican Buffalo, Spiny Mouse, Shagsed Ridged Frog
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Tuesday 9 January

Today we left Meru National Park. We took a long meandering route out. It was fairly quiet on the mammal front,
although we did manage a brief but decent sighting beaser Kud. The birds, however, were plentiful, with the

avian highlight being a pair of palm nut vultures in the top of their namesake tree.

We then worked our way back to Nanyuakinore traffic than on the way up, but still a swth journey. From there,

we mack our way onto the Laikipia plateau and into the wildlife conservancy area. Game viewing was certainly
easier here than in Meru and we swiftly found soB&NBS @& Q anot#8 ifeD NI y i Q &, Inpala) Gaehtér S a
Kudy Guey i K S NI, ®laissZ&bRahd|Elephants The journey to Loisaba took slightly longer than planned as we
got a bit lost, but we made it eventually. The lodge is in a spectacular setting and feels very luxurious after Meru. W
went straight out on a late afternoon game drive where were quickly taken to seelaopardwho was dozing. We
carried on and met a grunybull elephantin must who took exception to our jeep. We continued on and found a
striped hyena(Yet another excellentlifed | S RARY Q0 KI y 3 | NI dzmlRgodd2odkl Thehy 3 =
just as we were heading back for sundowners we ran into the daapardagain who was now up araboutand
patrolling his territory. We followed him for a while, and he walked right past the jeep on two occasions, vakich w
just amazing. Then it was back to the lodge for a nice dinner before heading out for a short night drive. Night drives
here are done under red light only, with a red filter on the camera flash. The first find of the nightspated

hyenawho was Iyig in the middle of the road. There were lots of dikdiks and other grazimgals a pair otippos,
anelephantand lots ofAfrican Savannah hare®Ve went to investigate the eyeshine of what we thought was

another hare, only to discover a fema@mpardd { KS RARY Qi aGA 01 | NRdzyRX odzi |
acommon genetin a tree who very obligingly posed beautifully for us. Then it was back to the lodge for a quick
nightcap and a weHzarned sleep.

Tree Locust, Nublan Woodpeckdlllage Weaver, Reticulated Glraffe Striped Ground Squirrel;riRalNultures,
Striped Hyaena, Lesser Kudu, Zebra White Butterfly, Darkling Beetle
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Wednesday 18 of January

Today we began with a morning game dri@hortly after starting we had a brief sighting spatted hyena We

then carried on ad found a coalition of threeheetahs We stayed with them for most of the morning, watching

their interactions with each other, only stopping in the middle fonadha bush picnic breakfast. We returned to the
lodge for lunch and a swim in the infinity pool (it had to be done!)

We then did an afternoon and evening drive, returning for dinner at around 8:30pm. It was generally fairly quiet

we had gone in search afblack leopard. We did, however, sBeisa oryxD NI y (1 Q aWI30 1 &Sy Ba | | NI
and Greycrowned Cranes. We were just about to stop for sundowners when we found 3Jliovaevho were

ambling down the dirt road. The night drive was uneventful exéepawhite-tailed mongooseand a brief sighting

of aspotted hyena
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Lelwel Hartebeest, Lion, Cheetah



Thursday 11 June

We went in search of a pride of lions with cubs this morning, however, the lions proved to be elusive. Instead we
found lots ofreticulated giraffes elephantsand a displaying Kori bustard. We also found a famibpofmon dwarf
mongoose which was our fat decent view of them, and songastern rock hyraxAfter a sumptuous bush

breakfast we carried on via th@heetahsand then down to the dam. Here we watched several groupseyfhants

come down to drink, and then one group playing in the water withltateandong they were having an absolutely
brilliant time. We also saw ah y (i S NBlt@rdafioyt Between an African Fish Eagle and a Tawny eagle.

The afternoon game drivewasveryquigh S ¢Sy G 2dzi Ay &SI NOK 27F {KsSeherf I O
There were some vultures and more tawny eagles and a hdodfédlo, but that was pretty much it. No night drive

as they have changed the rules in the conservancy from today to prepare for the arrival of the new rhinos and night
drivesarenow@ KAOAGSR® 2SS gSyid F2NJ I gl f1 FNRdzyR GKS OF YL
note.
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Kori Bustard, Whit® St t A SR . dza G F NR3 / zvvzy 561 NF azyazz 485 |/ NP
GazelleAfrican Bush Elephants



Afrlcan Bush Elephants Bush Hyrax Greater&ued Starling, Lappefaced Vultuure Chinspot Batis, Little Bee
SIGSNE wdzLJJSt f Qa DNRFTF2Y =+ dzZ G dzZNBuveined Whitg'Rutteefly 3f Sax ! TN

Friday 13" January

We had oufrfinal morning drive in Loisaba. The highlights were a brief sighting of a largéemjadéed and a large
family ofelephantswho came down to the water for their morning drink, with much excited trumpeting. We also
saw a family oblack-backed jackalandafew eland. After a nice breakfast we returned to Narki, with some

game viewing en routeogtrich,D NJ yand® K 2 Y LJa 2 y Q Bushehirax & ferfit&ial dispute between two
femaledikdiks, black-backed jackaglgreater kuduand somewarthogs Justoutside of Miro Moruwe stopped to

look for SharpQa [ 2y 3 Of I 6 & It tgok SwhieSbdte@ntually Wdtracked them down. Then we had a
short drive to Creaky Cottage. This cute little place is in a small patch of forest and theres afentabituated

animals plus some great birdsve hadKikuyu Guereza@obusandSyke€) 0 Y dnkewa@ndSouthern Tree

Hyrax plus someSilverycheekedhornbills. However, our main reason for going was to look fomtlaged rat




whichwe saw. Hecoda (2 GKS o6200G2Y 2F I K2{S | YR cuRadzhadctgr. LIS S
However, do be aware that you stand at the top of a hole and look downtlto ig KA OK A ay Qi ARSI §
you only get the back. It would be better stand further down where you can see him go into and out of the base of
his hole. We had a camera trap with us, and left if there overnight, which got better photos. So if you want to get
photos, this would be a better place to wait. Also, do be awhet they are very sensitive to lighta red torch is a

must hereAn! y & 2 NH S Q& k DA lhwadianathér dz€ekrBafimal dpécies seen that night.
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eopard, Vulturine Guineafowl, Thigdr Y RS R / 2 dZNE SNE { LIS] SQ4& onBriogERhE | F NJ
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Greater Kudu{ KI N1JSQa [2y 3Ot & s {-chastie & HO MBI, Ea$icBn B ladcBwNiite Edlobus,A f @S
Bronze Surild, Southern Giant Pouched Rat, Maned Rat

Saturday 1% January

We had intended to start the day with some birding around creaky cottage, however, the heavens opened so we
drove straight to AbrdareNational Park. It continued to rain heavily for a ptuof hours, but eventually stopped,
although it remained overcastVe drove through the park up to the high moorlands with sightingsushbuck

giant forest hog buffalo, defassa waterbuckcolobusandsykes monkeysbaboons warthogsand a few differat
dozingspotted hyenas

We arrived at the ark shortly before sunset. The waterhole was quiet, with just buéelo. It started raining

heavily again during dinner, but stopped an hour or so later. A péargé-spotted genetscame out and were

hunting insects in the floodlights (the best place to see them was the lowest floor Iseet)ther interesting animals
were sighted during the night, but that did at least mean we got some sleep.
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Southern Bushbuck, Augur Buzzard, Africanassa Waterbuck, Speckled Mousebird, Defasa Waterbuck,
f1FO01 {G2N] = | I NIfI dzo Qa aukNkit©GRobbud Spbt@EHyer@iahtFargstHod | & (0 S
RustySpotted Genets, African Black Duck




Sunday14™ January
We spent the day dving around Abrdare National Park. We saw plenty adlobus monkeysandbushbuck plus

also somesykes monkeyand someelephants We stopped at a campsite to look for sofast African Root Rats

which rewarded us with a brief glimpse. In the same tiocal found aKenya Montane Viped ¢ KA OK Y| RS ¥
day as it is endangered, endemic and very hard to find) as wiellcalselmeted chameleonsWe were also on the

lookout for duikers; we had a couple of fleeting glancesomimmon duiker but they neer stuck around for long

enough for a photo, but eventually one obliged. We thought we were going to miggabkfronted duiker, but

later in the day we managed a couple of brief sightings. We also stopped at a couple of waterfalls which were
spectaclar after all the heavy rain. The second one had the added bonMesit Fourstriped Grass Mousand

Zena BrusHurred Ratat the trailhead.On our way back out of the park we saw a large grougleghantsin one of

the clearings, and also a groupgidint forest hog There were also a number African Savana haredut they all

bounded away from the road as soon as they saw the car.

Our overnight stay was in Sandai lodge, which had a lovely family run vibe, although was spoiled slightly by the gro
of VERY loud Americans who completely dominated the dinner conversation. We went for a short night drive/walk
FFGSNJ RAYYSNE c') dzii )\csomézmdﬂalgfafbs bughiBkéndztigBtjang HI0EES uttirez@&d.
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African Root Rat, Bush Duiker, Bkadnted Duiker
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Brisired Rat, Cinnamonhested Beeater, Southern
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Mesic Fousstriped Grass Rat, Zena
Toad

Monday 18" January

28§ fSTO {IYRFAZ aG2LILAYy3I G2 221 F2N) GKS blFANRBO6A DN
oblige. We made good time and got to Ol Tukai Lodge in Amboseli early enough to then go out for a late afternoon
game drie after we checked in. There had been plenty of rain, so the park was very green, which is very unusual fo
GKA&a GAYS 2F @SIENW 2SS KIFIRYyQdiG 32yS Y2NB (K| yelephaot Y S
There were plenty more, pludaasa Giraffe, D NI Vand® K 2 Y LJA 2 y Q,Zebiag Ostfich basisiofrey

crowned cranesEastern Whitebearded wildebeestHipposandbuffalo. The park waalso teeming with birdg
everywhere you loo&d there were an assortment of wading and water birds




Tuesiay 16" January

We started the day on a quest to get photos of elephants with Mt Kilimanjaro in the background. The elephants
obliged and the clouds around the maain kind-of did as well. We continued to search for the African Golden Wolf
(unsuccessfullg the area around the usual den site was flooded and the den itself obscured by very long grass).
However, the birds made up for it. We did find a large troupbaifoonsin a small area of acacias, and Zarek
showed us somé&lit-faced batsby the airstrip on the way back to lunch. The afternoon continued in the same;vein
lots of birds but no golden wolf. As we were rushing back to the lodge we sayebds one d whom had caught a
catfish.Back at the lodge Zarek heard and then found sdfa@rritian Tomb Batsn the roof just outside the hotel
reception.

We finished the day with a surprisingly productive night walk around the lodge grounds. It started withrayfleet
glimpse ofSenegal Galagdhen a good look at threehite-tailed mongoosewvho were scampering around. We

then heard, and subsequently found a groupsofalleared galags, then finally a smathouseof some kind in a

hole in a tree.

i e L % N -
African Bush Elephants, Blasknged Stilt, Pied Avocet, Spotted THiclee, Common Ostrich, Cape Teal, Great White
Pelican, Wood Sandpiper



Greater Flamingo, Malachite Kingfisher, African Striped Skink, Common Snipe, Fulvous Whistling Difeked/hite
Whistling Ducks, Olive x Yellow Baboon Hybrid, Marabou Stodacslit Bat, Hammerkop, Réilled Duck, Vervet
Monkeys



Vervet Monkey
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Hadada Ibis, Grelgeaded Kingfisher, Goliath Heron, Squacco Heron, Pied Kingfisherb@llite Bukard,
tK2YazyQa DITSttS8Ss ttlAya %56 NI Jalefl Mithgods€ R | @Sy = al d;
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Smalleared Greater Galago

Wedneslay 17" January

We were up very early this morning as we decided to have another look féftitan Golden Wolbefore we left
Amboseli. It turned out that this was absolutely the right decision! We could have gone looking for lions instead, but
S KIR FENBIRe SaldlrotAaKSR GKFG AdG éFa | LIANI 2F YI
lions asleep undea tree before. We checked all the same spots as yesterday and were almost about to give up
when Andy spotted some movement which turned out to be our wolf. He ran parallel to the road for quite some
way, and we kept track of him, then he eventually step@nd was greeted by another smaller wolf. We watched

for a bit, but nothing more was happening, and we had a long drive to do, so we left. We had gone about 100 metre
down the road when | spotted another wolf, this time really close to the r&.trotted down the road for a short
distance, and then crossed it, and was greeted by two adolescent puppies. After a little bit she headed off, leaving
the pups behind. They lay down in the grass, and we then headed off towards the park gate. We thought our
Y2NYAYy3 Ay ! Yoz2aStA 02dzZ RyQi 3ISi lbat-@aredfdesliabgh@ outtodzal  § K
dirt patch. They were really cute to watch, with some of them playing, and others just enjoying the early morning
sun. We were also able take the photo that we wanted, of aglephanthaving a dust bath with Mt Kilimanjaro in

the background.

The downside of having a great morning in Amboseli is that we were then much later than planned entering Tsavo
West. By the time we got there the sun waat, and like all the other National Parks, the foliage was thick and the
grass long. This made general game viewing difficult. We did, however, sedreertailed batsat the entrance

gate. We were hoping for Mountain Reedbuck and Klipspringer, botthimwh we missed. However, this was made

up for by a fabulous courtship display by a paiMairtial Eagleswho were flying around and talon grappling right
above us. In the park we did fifidnge-eared oryx plains zebraHiy’ R S Q & , sbrieldiBtantland, yellow




baboons Maasai Giraffe Elephants At the springs we also saw a group/efrvet monkeyswith two tiny babies and
somewhite-throated Guenong(a Syke{imonkey subspecies). There were butterflies everywhere and loads of birds.
We thenhad a long drive out of the park and arrived atoMd house in Rukirgconservancy quite late. We had a

quick dinner and then headed out on a quick night drive. We found a groBpredgalGalagos plus a group obat

eared foxes as well as nightjar and a set of unidentified eyes that were possibly a genet. Our drive was stopped by
anelephanton the road so we gave up as we were all knackered!
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Saddlebilled Stork, African Wolf, red Fox, African Bush Elephant in frontloKilimanjaro (Finally!), Free
GFrAftSR . Fdasx alNIGAFE 9F3ftSas YSyeély wzearéddOtyd Eagtent
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Bateleurs, Blackeaded Lapwing, Madagascar Beater, Northern Lesser Galago

Thurgday 18" January

We were up early to search for the rufous seagd the klipspringer, both of which we failed to find. We did,
however, get a brief sighting ofélack Mambain a tree.

We had a long break and a sleep over lunch, which was sorely needed, thegainufor a late afternoon drive,
which was fairly quiet, although we did get a nice view of a famigpofmon warthogs plus someairaffesin the
sunset.

After dinner we did a night drive which turned out to be very productive indeee had a family o8 Greyisheagle
owls, plus another individual later on, loads®¢negal BushbabiegaCommon Geneta nightjar, twdEast African
Gerbils and dion.
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White-bellied Geaway Bird, Bateleur, Black Mamba, Reteked CordeBley VonderD@1 Sy Q& | dilel o A f
Parrot, European Roller, Northern Ratled Hornbill, Common Warthog, Greyish Eagle Owl



Friday 1¢' January

We resumed our search for the klipspringedahe rufous semi, this time with some success. We had a fleeting
glance at the seridno photos unfortunately) but a nice view of thipspringeron a rocky cliff in the morning light.
From there, we carried on into Tsavo East National Park. ThevaatrKike all the othersjnseasonablgreen, with
very low densities of game.

We arrived at Satao lodge in time for lunch. The lodge is a classic African unfenced tented camp, with plenty of
wildlife in the grounds. There was a large groupgfala by reception with the male very busy rounding up his
females and chasing off intruders. We also saw a relatively obligistgiped ground squirreand a group obanded
mongoosewho were running around.

The weather was very hot, with a baking hioy windc like standing in front of an open oven dodYe went out for

an afternoon game drive which featuretephants gerenuk hartebeest zebrg impala, gazelle oryx and plenty of
birds. We had gone looking for the hirola in the usual place, but®iiin a § &cotdiyigito the lodge guides they
KF oSy Qi aSSy GKSY F2NJ I Y2y GKX a2 AG t221a €A1S 2dzN
three femalelions asleep by the side of the road surrounded by a cluster of jeeps, so wWaitsftquickly.
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Klipspringer, Tsavo Dwarf Gecko, Vervet Monkeys, Unstriped Ground Squirrel, Superb Starling
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Saturday 28 January

2S gSyi oFOl Ay aSIFENOK 2F GKS KANRtLF |3FAYy G2RlI@&o 2
our other wildlife sightings. We started very well, with a pair of courtipgnasrunning towards the road, sniffing
around and doindpts of digging. After a while they trotted off down the road and we left them to it. We carried on
and had some nice birds, including a peregrine falcon. We saw about 50 jeeps driving in the opposite direction
there had been a lion sighting, but theris disappeared into the busjwe were very glad not to be part of the lion
carjam! We did get a brief sighting of 2 young lions later on in the drive.

2S gSyil 2dzi F3IFAY G o 2Q0ft 2 01 Pwithanovértast sky atadDtocc@stogat S NJ
bit of drizzle. We were carefully checking every groupastebeest zebra oryx andgazellesfor any stray hirola,

but no luck. Our first great sighting of the afternoon wasEgyptian vultureg a very special bird. We then carried

on and @ame across a small pride ladns asleep on the sandy road. There was a female with three cubs on the road,




plus a male with another female lying off to one si@lbere were no other vehicles around so we had them all to
ourselves. We cracked openthes@nd Y SNJ RNAY 14a4 YR gl GOKSR Faxhel GKAT S
occasional yawn and a bit of paw lickingnd eventually we had to give up and head back to the camp. All was

going well to just make it back to the camp in time, when we came acrosearialeelephantwalking slowly down

the road, stopping to feed periodically. There was no way we could getphstroad had steep banks and the
vegetation was thick, so we just had to wait until he decided to get out of the way. He eventually aliswedneak

past, but then tried to chase us back down the r@gah exciting end to a great day.
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Southern Ground Hornbill, Spotted Hyena, Common Waterbuck, Harlequin QuaikhBmed Kingfisher, Common
Longtail Lizard, Painted Dwarf GeglGolden Pipit, Lions, Martial Eagle, African Bush Elephant

Sunday 21 January
We left Tsavo East tod&ythe drive out of the park was fairly quiet, but we did have excellent viewsdWdréal
Eaglewho was in a low tree close to the road and complgtenbothered by the passing vehicles. We arrived at




