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Bird & Mammal Trip Report Vietnam(2024) Rob Jansen& Romy Jansen

Introduction

About us

We are twoenthusiasticnature lovers who travel the world together to search for stunning birds,
fascinating mammalsand incredible natureOur world travel started in October 2021 in South

America. In January 2024 we went to Southeast Asia to continue our search for birds and mammals.

Rob Janselis a biologist andwildlife photographer and thus hénaslots of knowledge about species
andecologyl SQa Sy (dKdzaAl AGAO | 02 dzphotbgraphs birdsindn@@malsy y I § dz
Romy JanseiiHoutzageris a marketing professionaOur social radia accounts, the look and feel of

this report and the website are her work. In the field, she is an exuetipotter and very patient
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Information and how to use this trip report

This trip report coversur trip to Vietnam.We travelledthere fromthe 15" of Marchuntil the 8" of
May 2024 For all photos of ouWietnamtrip, comments,compliments,any specific questions, visit
and/or contact us viaur website We would love to hear from you!

@ www.robjansenphotography.com/vietnam www.instagram.com/robjansenphotography

Species are highlightedh this trip report blue for birds red for mammalsand green for

herpetofauna Target species which we missatia specific spot are writtein italic. This gives you
an idea which species to pay extra attention All observations made by usVWietnamcan be found
on Observation.org. We observed a total of ab@#6 bird species andt2 mammal species in
Vietnam Click here for thebird list, mammal listor the total species list

For more trip reports see our websiteww.robjansenphotography.com/trjpeports
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Map and specific locations
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Thailand ’

After bird & mammalwatching a big part of South America we went to Southeast Asia, beginning in
Thailand, through Laos & Cambodia (see previous trip reports) and then contihtonigh Vietnam.
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The mapaboveshows places we visited in this countryou can click on the heading to go to that
specific section in this trip report if you are only planning on visiting a certain part of the country
during your vacation.

We made amap in Google My Mapwith pointers of interesting trails and places asgecific bird

and mammalocations. You can view this map, download the points and add them to your own map

(click on the three dots above the legend and download the KML file and drag this to your own map),
2NJ I RR GKSY Ay.MagsSe hasdhdst Walkingdeaits ¥rSit@nd is usable offRuute
YIE@AILGA2y o0& OIFNIR2SayQd rftgrea ¢2N)] 3INBFG | yR

Weather and timing

Geneally, we had really good weather aniflarch-April seems like a good season to travel in
Vietnam. Weonly lost a couple of hourslue to rainin Da Lat and at the end of our trip. It was a close
call with the Cat Ba Langur (Cat Ba Island) and Northern Wieked Gibbon (Van Ho) both

beginning of May, but we succeedtmlsearch and find therdespite rain for a big part of the days.

Timingwisewe missed a couple of species, mostly migrants. Cuc Phuong NP would have been better
visited midwinter, as migrant Thrushes and Flycatchers can be found. The main targebRedd

Woodpecke should be easier then as wellh the south we missed Blu# A Y ISR t AGiGlF T G KA (
returned yet end of Marclirom its wintering grounds

Transportation

Most longdistance travel was done by sleegaus, which was surprisingly comfortable. Shorter
distances were sometimes done by either sedias or taxis. Local transport from the
accommodation to birding/mammalwatching locations was mostly done by bicycle (Cat Tien NP) and
motorbike (other locations). Motorbike rental was normally between-180k VND per dayat most

places this was an automatic motorbike (easy driyimgdsometimes a semautomatic (basically a
manual without having to press the clutch when shifting ge@ssoline wag25kVVND per litre.

Literature

- Craik, R. & Minh L.Q. (2018irds of Vietnam. Lynx & Birdlife International Field Guides. Lynx
Edicions, Barcelon#fter the Colombia version | wasfan of the Lynx bird books. Thexdings are

good, although sometimes | wished for a bit magay( clearer bottom and upper side of birds that

are often encountered flyingl alsolike that they payattention to ssp. and possible splits with clear
distribution maps on the same page as the bird descriptiia;issomething that was missing in the

other bird books of SE Asia.

- Francis, C. (2019). Field guide to the mammals of SeaghAsia. Bloomsbury Publishidgst an

FYFTAYy3 YIFEYYFEE 3dARS FyR a2 KFLILER Ad OFYS 2dzi 2d
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if you are travelling lightweight. It has distribution maps and short descriptions opposite to the

drawings and more extensive information in the back of the book.

- BirdNet app for recording the bird sound¥ & 2dz R2y Qi 1{,Bi&detdarfgivedi KS & 2 dzy F
possibldDo dzi A G R2Sayd8ia g2NJ] 3INBILFIG Ay {9

Equipment

Photography Sony A9 Il + 26600mm + 1.4x converter Sony 24.05mm GoPro Hero 9

Binoculars and telescope&swarovskEL 8x32VB,Eden 8x32 XP, Swaski65HD+ 2550mm

Heat scope/Thermal imagerLahoux Spotter NL 62&houxbirding.co We got to test this new
and improved thermal cameradm a company in The Netherlands. | owned other brands, but we

are super happy with the sharpness, modes and light weight of this heat scope! More here:
robjansenphotography.com/lahouxbirding

Spotlighting Fenix HT18 Long Distance Flashlight (powerful, very focussed and my preferred choice
for open areas)Fenix FD41 Focus Flashlightlitecore NU20 rechargeable headlight

Use of cell phones iWietnam

When coming intdviethamwe first boughtone ViethamobileSIM-cardin a local shop for 1k VND
with a data package of BGBdaily for 30 daysfor Romy. The next day weought one ViettelSIM
cardin one of their shops ita Tién for 320k Mincluding a data package ob6GBdaily for 90 days
for Rob.The Viettel SIM workedquite well throughout the country, and | regularly used my 4G
instead of the hotel WiFi as it was faster. Tiezeption of Viethnamobile wasjuite weak and
sometimes (ira Ny 3 , Da3.af) lackinwtally, even thoughViettel still had reception.

Water-to-Go

To reduce plastic usage avur travels we bought Wateto-Go water bottles. Read about our
experience with Wateto-Go on our websitewww.robjansenphotography.com/watein-go. The

bottle and filters are not too expensive, and you will have your investment back within one holiday. If
you order with the voucheRJANSEN1¥ou will get15% discountas well!Check the website here:
www.watertogousa.com(United States of America, Canada)yw.watertogo.eu(United Kingdom)

or www.watertogo.net(most countries in the EU).

Acknowledgements

A big thanks to all the people who took the effort and time to write trip reports for both
www.mammalwatching.conand www.cloudbirders.coml would also like to express gratitude to

many naturalists who | contacted via iNaturalist and other channels for specific information about
species and who shared their knowledge and experien8especial thanks to Wout de Rouck for
proof-reading the trip report!
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If my trip report makeyour trip more fun,
time and cost efficient; think about supportin
my creative journey biuying me a coffee
Your generosity brings me closer to capturin
impressive wildlife photos and untold stories

ﬁ' Buyy me  cojjee
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Visitedsites

Ha Tién 10.13998, 104.63933

Dates visited 16-17 March2024

Logistics We crossedhe borderfrom Kampot in Cambodieo Ha Tién in Vietnam with ourdsa.
There arebuses going to Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC) all day, lmgvell as at night. These are all
sleeper buses and quite comfortabknd the 8 hours ride was quite nidé one is short on time one
could take a sleeper bus frothe Western Bus Station IHCM(C(10.74112, 106.61908)p Ha Tid,
spend the day looking for the primate target and then take the night bus back.

We rented an automaticmotorbike (150k VND per dafpr a crappy bikgfrom the accommodation.
2L fuel was enough for the ride up and down to th@ng Pagoda tourist areRoads are paved and
good all the way.

AccommodationThere are plenty of hotels in Ha Tién, with the main centre being on the west side

of the river (more availability for motorbike rent etc.)

Bird/mammalwatching The area we went todi | Ol dzt t £ & y20 a2 YdzOK | 064
Fo2dzi 'y K2dzNJ 2y (GKS Y202NDA1S Hamy Pagbda Outist aréaS | NB |
-HonPhuTQ@® ¢ KS Y I A yD SINIYNE S/ EchywBlegasaiermanWe found it right

away in the trees above us when we parked the motorbiKee group was quite big and not very

shy. There was a huge markaivering the whole areaith mostly seafood, and unfortunately also

at least three little stalls wittCambodian Striped SquirrendIndochinese Ground Squirreiis little
cagesL . Because of all those market stalls it was a bit complicated to manoeuvre around and get
good photo opportunities. We followed the group for about an hour, after which they made their
way up the karst forest out of sight. We then walked the road going along the mountain and found

one more group of Langurs.

>
LT %

by 3 dzNJ DSNX¥FAYQa [Fy3d
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Cat Tien NP 19.14842, 103.81112

Dates visited 20-28 March2024

Logistics After some nights in HCMC we took a local bus to Cat Tien NP. The accommodation had a
list of bus options, and the Tam Kim Hoan seater (1k VND p.pwas the best option for us time
andl|ocationwise. We left around 09.30 and arrived in Cat Tien at arduh@Q

We renteddecent mountainbikes from The Green Hope Lodge (100k VND per day per bike). This is
cheaper than renting crappy bikes in the park for 150K VND, and once bringing them across with the
ferry (100k VND totébr both ways)we were able to use them day and night and were not bound by
the parks more restrictive rental hours (07.007.30).

There are two restaurants in the park, but the food is about twice as expensive as at the Green Hope
Lodge. If you pay the ferryman 10k VND you can cross without buying an extra park ticket. Every time

we bought food for 2 days and stored the reusable containers in the fridge INPheom.

AccommodationWe stayed in the accommodation inside th€for 350k VND per nightdserved

via cattienvietham@gmail.comEnglish. The rooms are quite old, the beds hard, but it hasidge,
kettle, WiFi, AC and warmwater. Reserving seems only necessary for the weekends from Friday to
Sunday, as there were barely people in the park on the other.d&eseverextended our stay twice
without problemsfor the weekdays with -2 nights As weekdays are quiet weere able to check in

at 07.00 in the morning as well and could store our luggage safely in the room.

Accommodtioninside ‘(Eat Ti NP

P WM<

ccommodationinside Cat Tien NP

The night before and after the park we stayed at the Green Hope Lodge. Our stay there was very
nice, the rooms are comfortable with fridge, kettle WiFi, ACwarm shower, toiletries etc. A small
breakfast is included. First night via Booking was 350k VND, the second night we had a river view
room for 300k VND when booked direcflyuan Pham, English via WhatsApp: +84972184G38)

owner speaks perfect English and was super helpful in booking things for us and contacting some
peoplefor the rest of our trip Definitelyrecommended.

ZolPansen _ 8
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Bird/mammalwatching

Staying inside the park and bringing bikes from outside the park allowed us to go out early and come
back late. Most days we left at 0508.30 and came back around 11.00 for the hot hours of the day.
Around 15.00 we would go out argpotlight until 20.00/21.00. ¢livided the next paragraphs into
sections of the park for a better overview.

Bau Sau/Crocodile Lak f‘/ End primary forest ',"’/
/| Bau Sa(Trailhead .
L
X 9 Heavens Rapids N
Y i
(
N . | 1
Intersection IS, 1
SN Fe
/ \\“‘\___,__‘___‘ ___’,,c:’,:;‘ LA
Bau Sarail o
e /
8\ 2
<N N S e 7
) " /
HQ 99‘/' /'Trhén9:_~i

Grassland area §& \ ot
Observation Towers '

,,,,,

HQ area(11.42457, 107.42886

After getting thepark entrancetickets (60k VND p.p. including return ticket ferry) we went to HQ
reception to check irto our room. The HQ receptioris where you carbook cars to take you
anywhere, for example to go to the start of the Bau Sau Trad go spotlighting.

You can also book hidesatHRQK S LJ- N] Kl & (¢2 KARSaz 0KS FANROG 2
Ad WIARS oknQ épnnil +b5 LibLIThddhRebid ab redisgreatSoy 0 G2
photography,but honestlynone of the hides in th@ark are really great for thafThe ranger brings

mealworms and corn and stays 1 hour to call in the Pheasant. For us the afternoonII390Pwas

actually better than the morning (07.619.30). Species were mostly the same, except & NX | A y Q &
Peacockpheasant stayed longer in the afternoon arSiameserFirebackalso showed up. Both visits

we observedlue-rumped Pitta, SlatyleggedCrakeand Indochinese Bludlycatcher. Mammals that

visited the hide wereéNorthern Treeshrewand Indochinese Groungquirrel. In a bare tree close to

the hide we noticedVhite-bellied Woodpecker2 S (221 F 1ljdzA 01 aySIF1 LISIF1
setup and observeBarbellied Pittas

?\>o£ cnder )
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Indochinese Groungsquirrel _ ' Blue-rumped Pitta

Behind the HQ is rehabilitation centre with a couple of cages with Gibbons in there. Sdldi
Southern Yellowcheeked Gibbongpreviously released from those very cagesme to the captive
Gibbons in the early morning. This way we had a matmgion the outside of one of the cages
around 08.00. Another day a family of 5 came and hung around for quite a hilewering tree
above the cages attracteddian Giant Flying Squirrene night.

The trail starting on the right/north side of the HQ reception building is quite nice. This is where we
observed bothBluerumped Pitta and Barbellied Pitta without too much effort. Blackand-red
Broadbillswere also easily found here.

=5

SouthernYellow-cheeked Gibbon ‘ Southern YeIIow:heekedGibbbn

Grassland Area & Observation Towdsl.40479, 107.39159)

Taking the road south of the HQ leads to the grassland afié¢ese are multiple towers around the

area, most in quite a bad state. Tfiest tower (11.40526, 107.3744) we visited was 7.6km away from

the HQ. Cycling there we had two groupd.ofigtailed Macaquesn the bamboocand Lesser Coucal

in the grassAround 17.00 the first of eventually thré&ereen Peafowshowed up in the back of the

now dry wetland. White-bellied Woodpeckerflew by andYellow-bellied Priniascalled from the
grassVinousbreasted Mynaswere foraging in the short grass.

Around 17.15 we drove to the other tower (11.40479, 107.39159), 5.4km from the HQ. We hoped for
Gaurso dzi gAGK a2YS LIK2(023IN)I LIKSNAR KI@GAy3 asSid dzJ L2 N
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many Sambar DeerWe went back to thisasttower another night but only hadavan Mongooseas

new species running past the waterhole. Spotlighting back at night yiedd8chall Indian Civet
hiddendeep irsidethe grass, close to the forest.

/e '
P
AN Gl it

Green Peafowl Southern Yellowcheeked Gibbon

HQ(11.42457, 107.42886)%> Intersection(11.43921, 107.42642)

Going north from HQ for about 1.8km you arrive at the intersection. Turning right/NE goes to

I S @Sy Qa wl LArdkghttNW legdy id the/Rink Samilhead. The only things of noteeen

from this part of the road was aellowthroated Marten in grass in the afternoon and laesser
Mouse-deerat night5 SALIAGS KIF @Ay ljdzAGS a2yYS olyYozz2 2y GK
find any Pygmy Slow Lorien this part, despitespotlighting it most nights. We only four@reat

eared Nightjarsitting in the bamboo, a bird commonly heard at night.

Intersection(11.43921, 107.42642x>Heaver@ Rapidg11.45049, 107.44272

Thisfirst part of forestcloser to the intersectiolis quite open, gettinglenserwith more bamboo and

KAIK INBSY (NBSa (28 5NBafIiBR EKAASYRNIwWRMESRA® GS
it very interesting birdvise except forsome Greyfaced Titbabblers (ne) we found here. We
spotlighted it the first night from the intersection for about 1.3km and hakfoot with a thermal

camera and flashlighiwWefound nothing of note beside€ommon Palm Civednd a femaleSiberian

Blue Robin The second night spotlightingere was way better as we had changed tactics; our
handheldflashlight has a narrower beam and on foot we cover less grolinerefoe, we decided to

cycle slowly with our headlights on. As there is quite sdoose gravel in the middle of the road

cycling slowly was sometimes tricky, but this new tactic paid off. Just scanning around with my head
making 8shapedloops to cover both the ground and the upper levels while trying not to fall with the

bike, | suddenlycaughta glimpse of tiny bright red eyeshine. | stopped and checked again but
O2dz Ry Qi FAYR AlG® LG (G221 ljdAdS | 6KAES 0SF2NB
looking at aPygmy Slow LorlsNot much later we thought it had moved, and back, and forth, and

back etc. Thenve realized there were actually two together. Continuing on the road | observed the
samesort of eyeshine, and again we gotRygmy Slow Lorisetogether! On the third night we
NBLISIFGSR GKA&a GFOGAO o60aidlNIAYy3 | NRPdzyR wygdon |G i
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Slow Loriseghis time.Other things seen on this stretch of roadthe two nights that we spotlighted

hereare 2xLesser Mousealeer, 2x Common Palm Civaeind 1xSmalttoothed Palm Civet

Pygmy Slow Loris

Heaver®@ Rapid€11.45049, 107.44272x>End Primary Foredt11.45887, 107.44889)

We spend quite some time on this stretch of very nice primary forest, which is only £1.5km of road.
This is supposed to be a good place for the rarmamese Silvered Languwe walked it two
afternoons (15.3aL8.00) awl three mornings (06.0Q20.00) and only managed to find them on our
very last morningThe forest here is quite good f@&lackshanked Dougand every visit resulted in at
least a couple of groups jumping away at first sight (unfortunately most primates in the park are still
quite skittish). One group ddouthern Yellowcheeked Gibbonsvas heard every morning, but only
seen on the last morning. Most visits resulted in at least one or two group&hern Pigtailed
Macaquesand/or Longtailed MacacquesBesides the very comman | f f | & O #his is thelplateNB f
where we got our only two sightings Bfack Giant Squirrdh the park.

> o “ - '
- uh i ~ A Sl N : p \ B “ o -‘
Annamese Silvered Langur AnnameseSilvered Langur

Bird-wise thisstretch of forestis quite interesting as well. We have seen soBa-bellied Pittas
foraging along the roadSiamese Firebaciwas seen a couple of times (also when cycling past the
good forest through the more open bamboo parfp S NI | A Y Q heds&htwaszhéatd only on
this stretch of forest. Taking a look from a higethe-making (I presume from the Forest Floor
Lodge) we madeut Orangenecked Partridggne) that walked away from the feeding spGreen

?\Doﬂ anden _ 12
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legged Partridgavascommonly heard and sometimes seen. Besides these grdwadling birds we
observedBlackandred Broadbill, Banded BroadbillHO),Indochinese Green MagpieBoth Red
breasted Parakeetsind Oriental Dollarbirdsare not to be missed, callingudly from the bare trees.
A fruiting tree deliveredsoldencrested Mynaand Ashy-headed Greerpigeon (in betweenThick
billed Greenpigeong. More interestingWoodpeckers present weréreat Slaty Woodpeckel,aced
Woodpecker,Heart-spotted Woodpeckerand Paleheaded Woodpecke(the latter in the bamboo
near the end of theyoodforest).

) B
o < d ¥,
Blackand-red Broadbill

One night we spotlighted back and forth towards the end. We stopped for a longer time near a
fruiting tree andobserved 2ndian Giant Flying SquirreCommon Palm Civet, Lesser Moudeer,
Brown BoobookHO)and f & 1 KQ& @E®)R 3Y 2 dzii K

Intersection(11.43921, 107.42642%>Bau Sau Trailhead

Most of the 7km road from the intersection towards the Bau Sau trailhead is luckily pretty well
paved, unlike the first part from the HQ. We drove this road three timmésshichtwice coming from

HQ around 05.30 to beat the crowds and have the best chances at primates.

One morning we checkefbr Annamese Silvered.angurat the 6Rooted Ficus Tree (trailhead at
11.44185, 107.40663). According to a park ranger these primates sometimes sleep here and could be
seen at 06.00 in the morning. We observgdrthern Pigtailed Macaqueand Blackshanked Doug

but no Silvered Langurs near the tréazery now and then we would stop because we heard rustling,
which then turned out to bé3arbellied Pitta, Red Junglefowdr Siamese Firebackwo coollooking

birds were heard only along this rod8anded Kingfisheand Banded Broadbill4 Southern Yellow
cheeked Gibbonsvere foraging in a high fruiting tree above the road both mornings that we went
early. Blackshanked Doucare pretty common, especially in the big trees towards the trailhead,
with many groups and individuals seen.

ZolPansen _ 13
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S - = e SNEY
Barbellied Pitta Blackshanked Douc

Two times we returned from the Bau Sau trailhead towards HQ at night (28.80/20.30) to

spotlight. As the road is paved it is possible to drive more quietlyAafidQ & to $idt fall\d$eNd slow

driving in combination with graved & 2 LJJ2aSR (2 G(KS) Badhhightsivee | SI @S
quite productive. V¢ would recommend this trail for spotlighting if one has already seen the Slow

Loris (less chance here due to habitat).

The best sighting on both nights actually came before we left. While waiting in the shelter for the sun
to set Romy spotted Wainland Leopard Caaround 18.15 walking on the road!

2S | Qlidztte 20aSNWSR teédye {26 [2NRa 020K YyAIKD(
was when we checked for the Silvered Langur at tiiRo6ted Ficus Tree, as we figured if they sleep

there we might find them at night. Walking the 100m trail we founidygmy Slow Lorias well as 2

Northern Red MuntjacThe second time we checked the Uncle Dong Readllisbd Tree (11.43796,

107.42236) and when parking my bike | noticedyamy Slow Lorig the tangles besides m@&oth

these sightings were outside of bambwegetation,although close to vines and other spiny plants.

Pygmy Slow Loris Common Palm Civet

Sightings of other mammals were sometimes far and wide in betweeno#ret timeswe would
stop 3 times within 100m. This impressive list is the sum of both nights (including the
abovementioned mammalsit Mainland Leopard Catl2 Common Palm Civet2 Smalttoothed
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Palm Civet1 Wild Boar, 3 Lesser Mouséaleer; 3 Northern Red Muntja¢2 Sambar Deer3 Indian
Giant Flying Squirrel2 Pygmy Slow Lorjs2 Malayan Porcupingtogether) Nocturnal birds were
quite quiet, with onlyLargetailed Nightjar, Greateared Nightjarand Brown Woodowl (HO).

FYI: there are two more hides pastthel dz { I dz G NI} Af KSIF R® ¢KS@QNB y2i
upon asking the ranger did ask 500k VND p.p. for those hides as well. It seems these hides are from
the birding tours.A quick peak in one of the hides after a birding group had left revealed two

Orangenecked Partridgegne),Northern Slende+tailed TreeshrewandNorthern Treeshrew

orthern Slendertailed Treeshrew

Orangenecked Partridge

Bau Sau Trailhead / Bau Sau Trail / Crocodile Lake

Walking this trail costs 250k VND p.p. Ticketge tobe bought at HQeception We bought them a

day in advance, as we wanted to leave at 05\8@. found the entrance fee quite steep for a £4.3km
trail towards a lake (and nokally worth it). We decided to walk it anyway as we he@ndnamese
Silvered Langurare sometimes seen in the forest near a big tree (11.45080, 107.36432), about
1/3rd or 1.6km into the trail. We walked the trail up and down twice in the morning, waiting at the
GNBS dzy At wmpodnn FyR ¢lFf1SR F3AFLAYy G2 GdKS tF{1S |y
The trail is quite smhla bit unevenand goes mostly through more dense forest. This is whtha

more common ground dwellersho love such a habitat were quite common as®knwell along this

trail; Bar-bellied Pitta, Siamese Fireback, Red Junglefantd D S NJY | A y Q $heasént. @dreerO |
nice birdsfoundwere Orangebreasted TrogonBandedKingfisher(HO)and Laced Woodpecker.

Listening for any rustling sounds that could signal the presence of Silvered Langurs we often got
excited by yet anothet | f f | & Q ar CanpaieNNIdd SquirreBlackshanked Doucsare

guite common in the foliated parts of the forest (not in the dryer parts towardsehd). A female
Southern Yellowcheeked Gibbon with a very young childhat went quite clumsily through
branchesmade for a nice variation from the very shy Doucs. While waiting at the big tree during the
midst of the day we suddenly heard some rustling which turned out to Yellaw-throated Marten.
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At the lake there is an observation tower to observe the wildlife along the sha@sytailed
Macagueswere present in the late afternoorBrown-backed Needletailsvere drinking water and
carefully scannedn vainfor Silverbacked NeedletailsPurple Swamphensvere common on the
shore and bothBronzewinged Jacanand Cotton Pygmy Gooserere quite abundant on the lake.
We had one malésian Golden Weavein breeding plumage. In the afternoon o&reen Peafowl
was seen in the grassy habitat on the opposite left side of the shore. We sawréwaroduced
Siamese Crocodildn the lake.

‘ ANorthern Treeshrew

Di Linh¢ Deo Nui San pass  11.46157, 108.05866

Dates visited 28-31 March 2024

LogisticsFrom Cat Tieto Di Linhwe first opted for the local buthat leaves early morning from the
town to Dalat. The pricef this local bug200k VND) was about the same as the sleeper bus (210k
VND) As wewere able to share a taxi (350k VND total for 5 people) to the bus stop on the main road,
we went for the more comfortable option.

Goingfrom Di Linhto Da Lat was easier; we showed up at the Futa Bus office (11.59499, 108.07949)
and 20 minutes later we were in a sleeper bowards Da Laf120k VND)Busses leave HCMC every
hour, so in theory they should pass ioyDi Linhevery hour as wellOnce at the main bus statian

Da Lat show your ticket and you get free transport to your hotel.

We were able to rent m automaticmotorbike from the accommodation for 100k VND per day. The
birding site is about 30min/20km from the hotel. We drove up and down 5 times, and used about
140k VND worth of fuel &5L).
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Redcheeked runa Squirrel Oeheaded Thrush

AccommodatioN 2 S RARY QG NBFR Ylye 3JI22R NBGASsa | 02 dzi
limited. A room with a hard bed &hach $n Hotel (11.57471, 108.07284¢emed fine for 200k VND

p.n., but there was no availabilifgr our third night. We ended up ahach $n DRu Anh (11.57841,
108.07558)or 300k VND p.n. Beds wehackily softer than usual irthis part of Asia; decent WiFi,

only a fan/no AC. Decent and quiet enoudiiring thenights.

Bird/mammalwatching The birding takes place along the R28 going from Di Lifthém Thié&tOn

the way we tried many timeat many places foAnnam PriniaKnown sites where it used to be seen
are near the cemeteryl1(1.51983, 108.0670Q%nd the rubbish dumpl(.50964, 108.066737At the
rubbish dump we only observeufescent Prinigssp.dalatensi$ in at least four visitsWe tried
some more spots, including near theory FallsVilla L1.54254, 108.06992but it seemed that good
vegetationwas recently converted to moragricultural land We eventually found a skulkidgnnam
Prinia (ne)in shrubby habitat near a schodl1(.55246, 108.0778%during the midst of the day. The
next morning we got good viewd one that seemed to forage together withPdain Prinia Also here
wasa stunningYellow-eyed Babbler

Annam Prinia Blackchinned Yuhina

The main birding takes place between KM80.47293, 108.069§70 KM/5 (11.448, 108.0638Most
of the tour groups passing Wi Linhuse one of the photography hides that have been set up. Rightly
so, as birding along the road was quite annoying with so much traffic passmgearly morning
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dzy At L3S FTFGSNYy22y® {Si @&2dzNJ YAY RpasSezsbyfWeia 2 7F
found the best birding along the road to be between the toptw pass11.4615, 108.058d4down

to KM80 (back toward Di LinhJhe first afternoon we already gondochinese Barbeine; very

common all around)Redvented Barbet(ne; it took until the 2¢ morning before we found another
onealong the roadhat we actually observed) and heaktkcklaced Barbetne).

Seeing other bird along the road felike hard workwith little reward. Still we managed to get some
goodies every now and then, includifglue-bearded Beeeater, Indochinese Green Magpie,
DS NX I Ay Q Pheasé&ht(HD], Piritailed Greenpigeon and Redheaded Trogon.Some flocks
brought good speciesincluding Grey-crowned Tit (ne), Blackchinned Yuhinaand Brown-backed
Bulbul (ne, H. flavala remotups

As we were eager to get off the road we tried to walk the trail starting behind the tea Etadl4777,
108.0639% ® 2 S F2ft 2SR AlG F2NJ I O2dzLX S 2F wmnn YSGSN
clear anymore and we decided to tuaround Even that short idtance yieldedAnnam Streaked

Wren-babbler (e; T. brevicaudatus rufiventgra big group ofWhite-cheeked Laughingthrusés and

someOrangeheaded Thrushs.

Annam Streaked Wreibabbler ‘ ar:':mgeheaded THrusﬁ‘

Just a little bit uphill from the tea stallsve found a trail after weobservedBlue Pitta (ssp.
willoughby). Right when we entered the trail we got a huge flock \White-cheeked
Laughingthrusles, which moved quite rapidly through the forest. Except for the commonf t | a Qa
Squirrelwe suspect we hear8lack Giant Squirrehere too. The stunningay Woodpeckeshowed

well, and through the canopy we made out our fisstdemicDalat Shrikebabbler (P. aeralataus
annamensis Another morning we managed to s&arbacked Partridgedere. Amixed flock that

other morningbroughtY f 2 a & @arblef, Bdckheaded Parotbills (ne), Grey-crowned Tits and

more Dalat Shrikebabblers.
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Blue Pitta ' . Blackheaded Parrotbill

Atthe top of the passy Mm®nc MpT I MnydnpyccO A& | GNFXYAEf £ SIRAY
go on for very long, but there is a side trail going up on the left hand side, which seems pretty nice. It

Oft AYoa dzlJr FflFddSya 2dzi FyR (GKSy RS&AO0OSyRa | 3lAy
Large Woodshrike, Maroon Oriel(quite common)Blackheaded Parrotbil] Longtailed Broadbill,

Scarlet Minivetand White-bellied Erpornis

Bar backed Partridges Indochlnese GreenMagple

There are quite somérails leading uphill into the foresmostly on the east side of the roalllost of

these seem to end at a photography hide, but even then the trail towards there gets you some
quieter birdingas a nice distractiofrom the main road. Of coursewe checked to not disturb any
photographers in the hides. These trails and areas around the hides were productive, with many
species seenRedbilled Scimitarbabbler, Whitebrowed Scimitarbabbler, Blackchinned Yuhina,
Blackheaded Parrotbill, White-throated Rockthrush, Annam Streaked Wreibabbler, Siberian
Thrush, Orangéneaded Thrush, Mountain Fulvetta, Grdfjiroated Babbler, Ashy Bulbul, Silver
breasted Broadbill Mammalwise we observedredcheeked Gound Squirreland both Eastern
Striped Squirrelas wdl asCambodian Striped SquirreBurprisingly not hunted to local extinction,

we even observedlorthern Pigtailed Macaque.
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Lo

White-throated Rockthrush Redhbilled Scimitarbabbler

Q\
(p))

{LRGfEAIKGAYT RARYQlO @AStR2R@RY Y& Y @R eramilA
locations:one time on a trail towards a hide and once in thend of the roachear KM80 (11.47285,
108.06881). There we also headvbuntain Scopsowl.

7 Lyt ] 11.88361, 108.40843

Dates visited 31 Marchg 8 April2024

LogisticsSeeW[ 2 I A & (i XoOdvweTdt hefeAAS Ra Lat is a big city there are many options to
get anywhere in the country by plane or bus. We got the hotel to reserskeeper bus ticket to
aNy3 674855 Wt 23A480A04Q ySEG OKI LI SNL o

We rented & automaticmotorbike + 2 helmets from the hotel for 100k VND p.d. for oula stay

in Da Lat. In total wdrove +350km angbaid 245kVVND for fuel to get to all the locations mentioned
below.

Accommodation5F [ G KFa mnnQa 2F | 002YY2RIiAz2yad 2S5 3
108.43253), which was decent enouddiscounted ooms were 300k VND for a double bed or 400k
VND for 2 double beds and a bath. No AC, good WiFi and an owner that helped us book some things

made it a decent stay. The south side of the @ty good choice as a base to reach all the birding
sites. Keep in mind that the main road can be quite noisy and sptoafing is rare in Asia.

Bird/mammalwatching We had quite some time in Da Lat. This was partly to build in some rest, but

also as there are quite sontargets and people often miss a few when only visiting for a few days.
Fog and rain are quite common here, so that can cut birding time slmohindsight we migheven
have skipped Di Linh, as we baredany speciestherethii ¢S RARY QiU Ff a2 aSS Ay
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1. Tuyen Lake West Sid&1.88361, 108.40893
No opening hours or entrance fees for this location.

This was one of our most productive sites andre pleasant birding experiences Vietnam so far
Especially after Di Linhwas nice to bird in guieterforest instead of next t@ busyroad. We visited
this site3 mornings(1, 6 & 7 April), 1 afternoon (3 April) and 1 evening (6 April).

Driving towards the birding spot one finds mixed pine and broadleaf faiestg the main road. A bit
more east,the forest ismore pinedominated and quite operf11.88238, 108.409840n our first
morning we observe&lenderbilled Oriolein this part. Large flocks &fiethamese Greenfinabs (e)
were found here on our last morning, feeding on fl@vering plants inthe pots on the ground. We

also observed RedCrossbills which were surprisingly hard to find once foraging in the pine trees.

For other bird targets th@ext part is especially great birding.

! _ - Y
White-throated Rockthrush Beetles spec

One can péac along the main road or drivento the road going uphill (11.88361, 108.40843) and park
along the road (11.88112, 108.40614). The first twornings we were immediately rewarded with
big mixed flocks containing/hite-cheeked Laughingthruskne), Viethamese Cutige), Plain Minla
(ne; S. cyanouroptera orientalls Dalat Shrikebabbler (e; P. aeralataus annamen$jsWhite-
spectacled Sibide; H. desgodinsi robinsgniAnnam Sunbirde; A. gouldiae annamengiand Black
headed Parrotbill(ne). The latter was seen relatively often around this arf8ame fruiting trees next
to the parking spot were a popular spot fddecklaced Barbe{ne), Brown-backed Bulbul(ne; H.
flavala remotu$, Southern Mountain Bulbubnd Black Bulbul A maleWhite-throated Rockthrush
was apleasantsurprise. Other good birds seen in this aveere Siberian Thrush, Darkided Thrush,
Indochinese Green Mapgie, Clicking Shrib@bbler (ssp.indochinensisand Mugimaki Flycatcher
On a forest trail we hear®ustynaped Pittg 6 dziT O2 dzf Ry QU MaSnials seén afoyhd 2
here are Redcheeked Grounesquirrel, Northern Smoothtailed Treeshrew, Eastern Striped
Squirrelandt £ £ I 3 Q& { lj dzA NNB €
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Blackheaded Parrotbill Eastern Striped Suirrel

Spotlighting in the forest around thaphill parking spot yieldedMountain Scopsow! (HO),Grey
Nightjar (HO),Largetailed Nightjars(heard and 2 nests found) and after quite some effort we got
viewsofl 2R342y Q& ! CNR I Y 2 dzii K

2. DalatBush Warbler sit€11.91067, 108.39945

No opening hours or entrance fees for this location.

Checking eBird for this specieay SQa& FGGSyidA2y Aa RANBOlspoe RNI g
southwest of Da Lat. Driving some small and steep forest roads with the motorbike from the west

side of Tuyen lakave arrived to this grassy area. Soon after we heard the species and not much later
got decent views of @alat Bush Warblel(e). Taking the eastern road going downhill we made a
stop when we heardHill Prinia(11.91534, 108.40238Suddely our attention was drawn to a bigger

bird flying into the pines. This turned out to be a fem&ed CrossbillShe later joined another
Crossbill drinking from the gulley next to the road. ThMésinamese Greenfinchege) flew into some
pines nearby. A bit further down the road a mixed flock brought our fiwbgbian Tit(e; P.
monticolus legendrgiAnnamMinivet (e; P. ethologus annamengiandY f 2 & &-@aiblef. S F

VietnameseCutia Red Crosshill
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3. Bi Doup NP/DT722 Rodf2.10333, 108.36097

No opening hours or entrance fees for this location

Asthist 20F GA2Y 41 & 1jdzZAdS FFEN FNRBRY GKS OAGe opnnl Yk
any spotlighting (although this is probably the place to go around Da Lat if you want to do some

spotlighting for mammals). The road is paved all the way so driving a motorcycle up is quité easy
alsosaves you the hassle of a taxi that has to wait all day or agreeing on a fixed time fop pick

Driving up the mountain we encountered multiplerey Bushchatsindochinese Barbet (ne) and
White-faced Jag.

Large Niltava female | Large Niltava male

On our first visit (Z of April) we bookeda hide (12.10251, 108.36139via Tien, working at
AnnamBirdingEven though they normally already charge 1,000,000 VND per person foidtehke

even tried to make it 2m VND! The hide itselfas a bit disappointing as wellery uncomfortable

stools (not even chairsjiot the best setup for photography; and we had to shaigh a small bird

tour that hadloud playback on repeat the whole day despite the birds already showing up next to

the speakerCompared to the gredj dz f AG& LINA @I G§S KARSa @&2dz 3SG F2I
staggering that the hide ieccupiedmost days.There are a couple afther hides-we eventually

found at least 4 morein the area, and it was unclear to us which species come to which hide.

Northern Smoothtailed Treeshre ' Dark—side Thrush

ZolPansen _ 23
photography www.robjansenphotography.com



http://www.robjansenphotography.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1RHWFCLmHYuhjUKaSMHucZtB4WwuYiwY&ll=12.097556464808223%2C108.36458381448591&z=15
https://www.facebook.com/nhattien.tran.90

Bird & Mammal Trip Report Vietnam(2024) Rob Jansen& Romy Jansen

Rustynaped Pittacomes to the hidave visited but mostly until the end of March. As it had rained
the days before chances were low, and indeed we dipped this species Bere. Pitta (Ssp.
willoughby) showed well multiple times during the daRufousthroated Partridge, Shortailed
Scimitarbabbler, langbian Lesser Shortwingne;B. leucophris langbianenyiandGreybellied Tesia

were amongst the best birds seen during our time in the hide (0Z200).Blackcrowned Fulvetta

(e) sometimes shows up, but not this day. Other species worth mentioningsaoevy-browed
Flycatcher,Darksided Thrush, Whitecheeked Laughingthrustand White-spectacled Sibige; H.
desgodinsi robinsopiMammals coming to the hide were | f f | 4 Q& LHpaksd NGB = w
Squirrel, Eastern Striped Squirrel, Northern Smoethiled TreeshrewandNorthern Treeshrew.

(p))
pu

Greybellied Tesia 7 angbin Lesser Shortwing

The secondday we mostly focussed on the jungle trail. For tlyisu have to go past the fence
(12.10333, 108.36087After the fence therail is pavedwithout people and with good views of the
forest. We walked the trail up and down twice and fouBthckcrowned Fulvetta(e) only onceand
only after using playback. If we came across a mixed flock we sometimes tried tihvéufileckcloser
with Collared Owlet tape and this is how we obsenatk of ourother targets; Yellow-billed
Nuthatch (ne).

Yellowbilled Nuthatch Blackcrowned Fulvetta '

Many of the specialties from the highland plateau were seen in flocks thisGl&y:crowned Tit
(ne), White-spectacled Sibia(e; H. desgodinsi robinsdni Annam Sunbird (e; A. gouldiae
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annamensiy Chestnutcrowned Warbler(ssp.annamensiy and Blackheaded Parrotbill(e). Other
nice birds in such flocksere Mountain Tailorbird Fire-breasted Flowerpeckeand Pygmy Blue
flycatcher, to name a few.

These lists can give the impression we observed birds all the time, but this was certainly not the case.
Besides the commoMaroon Oriole, Greater Yellownapand the occasiondlongtailed Broadbill
(HO) orWhite-throated Fantail bird activity was sometimes far and wide in between.

Be sure to walk quietly when approaching the stream at the little bridge (12.09713, 108.35694). This

Ad I ly2sy aLkRi F2N {LRAIGGSR C2NJ]JidFAft® LG NBaLRyl
open. We worked our way through the shrubs and then spotted two birds flying away, and the only

one seen properly turned out to be Slaty-backed Forktailto our surprise Luckily, &ter during the

day we took anotheshorttrail just before the bridge and observ&potted Forktail(ssp.robinsonj.

Walking along themain road yieldedjust a couple of birdsincludingMountain Hawk-eaglein the
sky. On some of the trails towards other hides we foukitham Streaked Wretbabbler (e; T.
brevicaudatus rufiventér

Mountain uIvetta I Whlte cheeked Laughlngthrush

4.Lang Biang Mountaif12.01932, 108.42438
2 SONB y2iG SyiANBfe& adaNB o02dzi GKS 2FFAOAILE 28y
The entrance fee is 50k VND p.p.

From the parking loyou have to park your motorbike/cagnd either walk ortake one of thepark

taxis (120k VND p.p. return price) up to the start of themmittrail (12.03794, 108.42555). We took

GKS t20Ff ¢F& dzLJ YR LI NJ] SR 212023X 208.280Helo&l Ay T NJ
said this was a safe place). From there we took the trail going up the mountain. The first part is open

and then goes through pine foresthinese Francolimand| dzY' S Q& ¢ N(Ssp. GnkdsliSnals NJ

were both reard going up early morningVhite-faced Jaywas seen both going up and down this

way. The steep trail took us about 45 minutes to the main road/entrance of the summit trail.
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White-faced Jay

The summit trail (12.03794, 108.42555) itself is luckily not as steep as the walk uphill. The trail first
goes through pine forest with some shrub downslope and later entesadleafevergreenforest

Only towards the end of the trail there is a steep climh wich according to othershould be

worth it for the viewscbut which we gladly skipped

Already on the first part of the trail we noticed a mixed flock, contaimdadpt Shrikebabbler (e; P.
aeralataus annamensjs Langbian Tit(e; P. monticolus legendrgiand Greycrowned Tits (ne).
Unfortunately, we missed theViethamese Cutighat was seen in that vergameflock by other
birders standing a bit further up the trail.

Grey-crowned Tit ‘ Little Pied Flycatcher

Talking to the other birders Romy noticed adzY S Qa ¢ N(Esf. GnkdsiénialSthat flew in a
tree near us. Further ysomeAnnamMinivets (e; ssp.P. ethologus annamen$igere going in the
treetops.

In the broadleaf forest we mostly heard birds, includBlge Pitta(ssp. willoughbyj Green Cochoa,
Langbian Lesser Shortwinge; B. leucophris langbianenyiand Grey-bellied Tesia A White-tailed
Robinon the path was the first of its kind seen by us outsidxérd hide!
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BT 2

Langbian Sunbird Langbian Sunbird

5.Ta Nung Valley11.93387, 108.376)5
This site is open from 06.4F.30. Entrance fee is 100k VND. p.p
We visited this site one morning and found the entrance price a bit steep for what it is. Construction

was going on everywhere and besides mostly fake flowers there were just a couple of flowering
plants attractingAnnam Sunbird (e; A. gouldiaeannamensiy andLangbian Sunbirde; A. saturate
johns). The park seems to offer little protection for nature, as we even found a birdwrikt
different birds entangle@ndbird trappingcages in the shrubs.

This site was known as a good site @&eycrowned Crociage), Blackhooded Laughingthrusitne)

and Rufousbacked Sibige; ssp.eximig 6 dzi ¢S O2dz Ry Qi FAYR lye& 27F
these sites are still good for these species. Other than the two Sunbiedebserved birds that are

not very hard to see at other placedjll Prinig Plain Minla(ne; S. cyanouroptera orienta)isDalat

Shrikebabbler (e; P. aeralataus annamengiand oneVietnamese Greenfincke).

- \

Vietnamese Greenfinch ' Hill Prinia
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a Ny 3 &N§of Linh 14,59707, 108.28905

Dates visited 9-13 April 2024

az2al LIS2 LY Sa NgAyY Giid WA Enk (independently as information on logistics,
accommodation and birding is a bit thin. We tried to arrange a trip from Da Nang by car with HIVOOC
(Tuan Bui), but prices were very expensive. For a car they charged 170USD per day for example, and

S YySSRSR Fy SEGN} RIF®& Wi2 YAYAYAT S RNRAGAYy3I |G
we had, we decided to try these places on our own. As there are sensitive species (see last chapter)

Fd 020K t20F0A2yax AG ¢6la + oAlG KFENR G2 FAYR |
experienced independent birder yomight do the trip the same way and you caropably read

between the lines.

a Ny 3 @768 108.25805

Logistics
a Ny 3 ig &elfing quite populawith the genesl tourist, and | expect public transportation

to/from here to become easier over the years. Nowadays there is one direct sleeper bu&ofrom
HCMC, and there should be a sleeper bus ftonba Nang as well. One could also fly on Pleiku and
take a taxi or local bus ta Ny 3 . WeStgok the 18.00 sleeper busofnpany Viét Tan) from the

main bus station {1.92705, 108.44534in Da LatWe got ou hotel to reserve two seats via
telephone (0269 3838 378). This was fiamm a touristy sleeper bus and the least comfortable one

we took in Vietnam, but for 350k VND we got as far as Kon T4n3§765, 107.99419 As we
arrived at 04.15 we decided to take a taxi (600k VND; we were too sleepy to negotiate; in hindsight
we should have) ta Ny 3 . FoSayshorter holiday one could consider to havedhecompany (see
Ngoc Linh logistics) pick you up and go straight to Ngoc Linh to save a day.

Locally ina Ny 3 we &iséd a semautomatic motorbike from the accommodation for 120k VND
per day. The birding site is only 30min/15km away from the town.

Accommodation Nowadays therere lots of accommodatiosina Ny 3 7 S G K mnQa 27F y
being built as we speak. We stayedak 3 a Ny 3 7whighQvas decgn¥ehough for the price.

Bird/mammalwatching The first morning wearrived near the birding location14.66874,

108.2580% around 06.15. We went to the location of the hide as that seemed like a good starting
LRAYG 2F 2dzNJ YFAY GFNBSGO o6o6dzi | aSyaraidara@dS &LISO;
reserve the hide (Im VNDI® LJPRD0O X +Fa AdG ¢l ayQi 200dzwe®R GKS
3t R ¢S O2dif Ry NSHASKNKS>ZONI LILIASad KARS ¢SS S
target quite quickly that morning on a side trail further up, whhiere are stories ofpeople sitting in

the hidethe whole day before the target shows up.
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Rufousfaced Warbler | 2 R3 2y Qcuckdol &
We then parked our motorbike on a road that looked really good on Google Mah66666,
108.25563. Unfortunately the road had just been broadened, paved and adorned with a power line
next to it. This made it way less interesting for birding. We did Hegbrowed Wrerbabbler
(14.66532, 108.25650). By climbing up the steep sides we entered the forest and got short but
satisfying views of the little felldNecklaced Barbefne) was commonly encountered along the road.
We walked the road for about 3km, hoping for mixed flocks withnnam Sultan Ti{ne)in there,
without luck. One flock broughBarwinged Flycatcheshrike, Greycrowned Tit(ne), Shortbilled

Minivet and Greychinned Minivet but not much else. It got really quiet already around 08.00 and
around 09.00 the cicadas were edeafening. Walking some trails into the forest only made it worse.
We only ran into one more flock that morning, containing goodiesGike+headed Parotbill, Black
throated Sunbirdand D 2 dzf RQ & | {2 dA® N \éubkdokas lheard multiple times, mostly
around dusk. We managed to see one at the end of the day.

Newly p:slved road " These are the 8OUD/day'hides

The second dawe walked the same road as the day before, but it 3y Q0 Y dz@ Klreasys G (1 S NJ
around 07.00 it goguiet. In the afternoon we went on the motorbike cover a bigger distancand

stopped whenever there was bird activity. It resulted in mostly the same birds as the day,dmibre

with more sightings of &h speciesAnnam Sultan Tit(ne) seemed to respond to playback, but

O2dz Ry Qi 0SS  @&NBishglyweialgo hanioS ell@vhifeyl Muthatchegne) in all the
flocks.Paleblue Flycatchemwas observed a couple of times (mostly heard) this day. Needletails flew

over and only because of the pictures | could identify on8ibgrbacked Needletajla new species
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for us. In the afternoon more Needletails flew over, which turned out to \White-throated

Needletaild
®
\'“%E 2 s
N 4
Dragonfly spec. Oriental White-eye

Spotlighting the road at night yielded multiple2 R3I 2 y Q&  CHND,Brotv tizdoawls ¢H0)
and alargetailed Nightjar. A presumedsmalttoothed Palm Civeicrossed the street, but was too
quick for a photo.

Ngoc Linhus.0018, 107.92293

We were a tad nervous about this location. Ngoc Linh only recently opened up to foreigners, and

because of the valuabl&insengthat is found and grown here, they are not keen on any outsiders

(neither foreigners nor nofocals). We heard stories about foreigners getting into problems in the

past, and we also heard something about a passport chguk.latter probably refers tohecking in

at the hotel, as your passport goes to the police station for a coplothing serious; the local

authorities just want to register this. The road where the birding takes place seems public, without

any barriers or other obstacles that could hamper birding independently. We found the local people
actually quite friendly, and most people that passed by waved and shdotetyd | 9 [ [ hé 2 NJ al h
l'w9  h} KHE¢ @

Logistics2 S NBYGSR | OFNJ gAGK | RNAGSNI 6082dzQNB y2d | f
(+84 93 162 49 99; Vietnamese/English). We got picked up at 03.00 from our hat8l i3 aRdS y

reached the birding spot in Ngoc Linf3.5h later.Besides the 1.8m VND per day, we had to pay food

and hotel for the driverNOTEwhen reservingbe very clear in what you want. | just globally said

gKIG ¢S 61 yiSRZ o0dzi ¢t a (1SLIG G2 GKS dAYS&A 6AGK2d
example that the car has tstay on the mountain, so you can return to the car if it rains or if you

need something from your bag. Also, better mention you want to return at 19.00 and go back earlier

if you wantto once there than the other way around.
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AccommodationThere is one very (very venbid | & W @®adg)asic place to stay in Ngoc

Linh (14.96163, 107.9328950k VND p.n.A better option is to drive to the only hotel in the wide

area, 1lh drive from the birding location. The hokt. NghrrRHoang Gia Trangs located in Tu Mo

Rong. Rooms are basic and quite dirty, and for this they charge 300k VND p.n. Our driver reserved
the rooms in advancé87082136). The hotel has a restaurant, which charges 40k VND for dinner.

Bird/mammalwatching As the main targets here are found from 1800/2000m and higher, we
focussed a the higher parts of the road, mostly betweerd900m altitude {5.0018, 107.92203
towards the top of the road#1950m) and down to 1800ml$%.01933, 107.92659 Because the
valuable plantGinsengs grown here, most local trails into the forest are fenced and gated off. The

forest along the road is ndhe best, with quite open and derested roadsides.

We mostly focussed on birding the roadside and regularly played the tap&noédm Golden

breasted Fulvetta(ne). We heard itonce, butis 2 dzf Ry Qi 02 YS Ré&sdikelydudtod KS NZ
the very open nature of the slope in between us aheé forest it was calling from. Indochinese

Fulvetta seemed to respond to this tape as wadl it came out of the shrubs a couple of times during

our 1.5 days here. One time we thought we might havgoddenbreasted Fulvettabut it turned out

to be anindochineseFulvettawith quite a similar callApparently,they sometimes travel in groups,

so be sure to scrutinize any party of Fulvefpassing by

Snowybrowed Flycatcher Rustycapped Fulvetta
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Both Necklaced Barbeaind Indochinese Barbetppeared common along the road. Flocks of birds
often brought Greenii I Af SR { dzy 6 A NR and & idef drr&ydof Wardgrs, AnbliRling
Chestnutcrowned Wabler, Grexcheeked Warblerand Ashythroated Warbler. Surprisingly we
RA Ry Qi ReiHSilSd Minja & any of the groups.

Rutycapped Fulvetta Rufousgorgeted Flycatcher

CKSNBE Aa 2yS GNIXAf fSIFIRAYy3 Ayil2 GKS TahNBaald omp
property. At the stream50m into this trail is where we heardPygmy Cupwingand Greybellied

Tesia Rufouswinged Fulvetta(not uncommon inside the forestRustycapped Fulvettaonly one

time), Brown-crowned Scimitafbabblers (multiple noisy groups)sSnowybrowed Flycatcherand
Rufousgorgeted Flycatchewere all seen inside the forest.

Brown-crowned Scimitatbabbler Frg spec.

We tried anotherroad a bit further to the west, which was the only other road that we found on

Google Maps thaheared(and went over) 2000m altitud& his road required a 4x4 to get up to. We

started birding (14.9755, 107.91238) at a gate that was apawalked up to above 2000nkExcept

F2NJ 6KS NRBIFRaARSa (GKSNB ¢layQi YdzOK | 00Saa G2 3
there were some warning signs in Viethamese with symbols of handcuffs. We birded it anyway, but
F2dzyR tAGGES 2F uck ighexdhan 2000ngriR flogkAbRYYKL iiY elBvctheekéd

Tit, Greycrowned Tits(ne) andBlackeared Shrikebabbler. A very loud sound turned out to be a
Redcheeked Grounesquirrel. We then ran into someone who hand signalled us not to watch
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0§KNRdZAK 0Ay20dzt F N& GKSNB FyR G2f R 2dzNJ RNAGSNI {2
a great place to try for the specialties, and hopefully there will be other access to good forest above
2000m in the future.

NuUi Thanhc GSDL site 15.37585, 108.57613

Dates visited 14-15 April 2024

Logistics Searching for the Greshanked Douc Langur can be done with TuanHBuifoc. With him

you can go from Da Nang ardenmake it a oneday trip. If you are on a budget like,@nd want to
go independently, you still need local guides to search for the -@mapked Doucs. No matter who
you go with, the conservation fee for visiting the area is 500k WDEne-time fee). The owner of
the accommodationMr. Danh arranged for two guides with motorbikes to take us into the field
The price for this as 30k VND per guide per da@ne of the local guide€ong Phang Huynhwas
very happy to help us. You could ayd contact himto arrange the hotel and guides Vigacebookf
0KI G R2 Stagf @tiyourfissthhbtel in Vietnam call Mr. Dankgg 985 665 077and for sure it
will be arranged (like we arranged it one week before).

We arranged private transport from Mang Den to the accommodatiith the ssme compny that
brought us to Ngoc Lini®riginallythe price was set at 2m VND. This time he was s&ingly firm on
payingup frontS @Sy (i K2 dz3 K gsérhfér thetripito/NQar LighS D& ( dzZNyy SR 2 dzi

live up to their agreementand p@ EG NI  LIS2LX S Ay 2dzNJ LINA Gl S NRRSc
were able to bring the price down to 1.2m from Mang Den to our guesthatidee GSDL site

The local guid€ong Phang Huynhknew a friend with a taxi, and we ended up paying 1m VND from
the guesthouseat the GSDL sit® our hotel in Da Nang.

AccommodationThanks to the excellent information from Alex Schouten (2028)stayed inthe
very local guesthouse (15.37585, 108.57608s. Dung +84 98665 077, Viethamese onlcalled
Trang t§i sinh thai Dung Danh on Google Maps. This place has multiple swimming pools and three

very basic rooms. Rooms are 200k VND (fan) or 300k VND (aircon). Neither are clean and huge ants
came out of the ceiling. Natally recommended, but it was very conveniediring our searchfor

the Greyshanked Douc. Mealswery Qi | aSG YSydz a2 ¢S 2dzaid | ANBS
beer for 50k VND p.p. During weekends this place is full of Viethamese families that swim, share
meals andgmost importantly try to have their music comout of the huge sound speakers louder

than the otherssound systemslf you have your owtransport, we would definitely recommend

staying in Nui Thanh instead of here.
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Not all guides are actlvel sarcing Only some goodorest on top of the hills

Bird/mammalwatching We went outsearchingthe first afternoon and arrived at 14.30. It took
about 1520 minutes by motorbike to get to the location of the Doukkst of the time drivings
spent manoeuvring very rocky roads (not very comfortainiethe back of a motorbike!). The Doucs

live invery small patchs of forest surrounded by agriculture (mostly tree plantations). There are a
couple of small forest patches, and despiteith@mall sizes it can beally hard to find the monkeys

in them. The two guides only had one pair of binoculaetween themthat afternoon and the next
morning.The good thing about having two guides is that they can call each other so that one of the
guides can be send off with the binos to check the other side of the forest patch.

The guidesnainly seemed to focus on one particular big trediich they said the Doucs like a lot

(and had many photosf to prove that point) Despite waiting the wholéirst afternoon and checking

FNBY &a2YS 20GKSNJ @FyidlF3aS LIAY(dasWends sdBroRyFsh &SS
owls that shortly came out of their roost in between the vindhe next morning we brought the

telescope and saw movement already when we arrived at 06.00 (it took some persistehageto

the local guidestoleave & np®on AyadSIFIR 2F ncdonvd | yF2Nldzyl
made the movement, and it might have been the big groupNofthern Pigtailed Macaquesthat

resides in the same patch of foredthe rest of the morning was again spent scanning the trees.

'f NBIRe 0 ntromp 2yS 2F (KS 3 dnkl Rednere tok goiRy talskel 0 A G ¢
them today. The otheguide used Google Translate a couple of times to say that the soumkeof

chainsaws and people working in the tree plardas probably scares the monkey. He continued

typing that that is the reasorwhy it KS 52 dzO& ¢ 2 dzin® tidd fie p@fariedto @sizit >

home instead.-even though he was mostly lyimtpwn and on his phone anyway?/Luckily we are

not the people to give up, even when guides seem to. We ins@tagbing higher on the path and

scananother small patch of forest. Wiaen suddenlyboth saw aGrey-shanked Doude) jumping in

a fruiting tree, but Isubsequentlyonly managed some record shots of the head in between the

leaves despite waitinfpr anhour after this

CKIG FFGASNYy22y 68 6Syd ol O] G2 GKS F2NBadG a 68
the spot where we observed them that morning we immediately observed movement in that same

tree through the telescope. We took some trails higher up to get a better angle and sualighgot

distant but great views of &reyshanked Doucge). After a while these 2 disappeared into the trees

and right at that momentour guide got a call The call camdrom the other -new and very
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enthusiasted dzA RS G KF G ¢S KI R f SoEdi @oASIKKA VIR VI20R (FK/SR oA XK Iy
made clear that he had also seen a group. 10 minutes later we were at the same spot and got even
better views of a family of at least 5 Doucs, plus a very small baby! Amazing sightings of this very rare

primate!

FRe o - \ ] A4 7 A\
Greyshanked Douc Greyshanked Douc

Da Nangg Son Tra Peninsula 16.11984, 108.24862

Dates visited 15-18 April 2024

Logistics Plains, trains, busses and taxis can be arranged from anywhere to Da\Mangft Da
Nangby train and booked our tickets to the next place at the counter (in Engfighg train station
without any problems.

Da Nang is a huge seaside cityth more hotels and seafood restaurants than you can imagine. It
seems to be very much influenced by China, as Chinese might have been more abundant here than
Vietnamese.The plus side of such a big city is that motorbike rental is available anywhere and
competition is fierce. We rented a semiautomatic motorbike for 100k VND perBiagure to get a
manual or semiautomatic, as an automatic motorbileenot allowed after the barrier up the
mountain. An automatic is fine for the lower parts of the peninsula (the temple and statue along the
east coast for example), but this is not where the RSDL are. To get to thatekeahe road going

up (16.11401, 108.24287until the barrier 16.11984, 108.24862 On a manual/semiautomatic
motorbike they will just wave you through, no entrance fee, between 07.30 and 17.30. We left later
020K RF&az odzi RARYQU GNB G2 3ISG Ay SEFENIASN 2y 2
HiVoog we went in around 06.15. It seems Vietnamese people can go in before 07.30, and we also
saw some foreigners (on foot) that were already in. So it might depend on the guard and the size of
your smile if they let you in before 07.30 or not.

For 2.5 daysve paid 140k VND worth of gasoline for our 5 visits to Son Tra peninsula.
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S

We were nc‘)tk the ohly ones searchlngor the Uanked Douc Langur

AccommodationL & & dzNBf & AayQid KINR (2 FAYR I O002YY2RI (7
reviews on Booking and Google, as we fododensof places with fake reviews and thereéohigh

rating Eexactsame texts coming back mulkiptimes for example). Consequentiie like to check the

room first before we boolpay, and this way we ended up inhanh Hin HB Hotel(16.06647,

108.24428). We paid 250k VND per night for a room with 2 medhiard beds, AC, fridge, good WiFi,

and, a warm and proper shower. The people were friendly and there are plenty of restaurants in the

neighbourhood.

Redshanked Douc Langur Redshanked Douc Langur

Bird/mammalwatching Surely anyone coming to Da Nang has to visit Son Tra peninssie tilve

Redshanked Douc Languyine). Tours can be arranged with Tuan Bui frdidooc We paid 2.4m

VND for one day for one guide (as we had our own motorbike). If you are not comfortable driving a
motorbike, you can ride with the local tracker and might need one guide per person to get around.

Our first daywe went alone, andve met two of the local tracks that were with another group.
Theywere very kindo us as welland seemed very keen in finding the best spot for photography.

2S RARYQU KI @S { kéhaveltosay ZhdithodgtizanRyalile compary S RA RY Qi
find any added value in having someone with us for the @ajs species can easily be found on your

own. Searching is best done early morning and laterafien.
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