
Mammal streak Sweden 2025  
The new year has just begun, it’s cold and grey (at least if you live in Northern Europe), no 
planned exotic mammal trip to look forward to, and you’ve already seen all the animals that 
occur in your area. That’s when life as a mammal watcher isn’t that much fun. A way to bring life 
back to your mammal watching can be to do a streak, a mammal streak. Runners and 
birdwatchers have long engaged in streaks, running a mile a day or spotting a new bird species 
each day. 

Last year I tried doing a mammal streak in Sweden. It isn’t the most species-rich country in the 
world, and with our total of about 75 mammal species (including occasional whales and bats), I 
thought a reasonable level of ambition was to see or hear a new species each week and see how 
long I could keep the streak alive. The rules (my own) were that I could only “streak” one species 
per week. If I saw two new species during the same week, I could only count one of them. The 
second one I had to try to find once more another week. Suddenly, all the common and “seen-
thousand-times-before-species” became very interesting.  

The year started out well, the species of the first week was moose. The second week was a 
boring snow-backlash-week and I had to settle for a simple red squirrel. In week number three, I 
visited a friend who happened to live right in a wolf territory, and after a few dark nightly hours 
we heard the whole pack howl. The fourth species was the western barbastelle during a winter 
count of hibernating bats. The next, the fifth species, was a real stroke of luck—a common 
dolphin suddenly appeared in Gothenburg's harbour. And so, the weeks rolled on, and new 
mammals were gradually added to the streak list. I thought I might make it to summer, around 
week 25. But during the spring and summer, I did three different week-long trips to Croatia, and 
to avoid ending "the streak" just because I wasn’t in Sweden, I decided to allow three Croatian 
mammals on the list. Since you are "competing" against yourself, it’s okay to design the rules as 
you wish     .  

To be able to maintain a mammal streak for a longer time it’s crucial “save” the easy-to-see 
species as long as possible, so that you can “use” them at the end when it starts to be really hard 
to find anything new. To find a pine marten or a polecat in Sweden can require several weeks of 
searching and quit a lot of luck, therefore it’s good to still have easy ones like red fox, roe deer, 
or bank vole to tic if you don’t succeed with your target species in a certain week.  

Mammal streaking may seem rather silly. Why make it more complicated and harder by trying to 
see a mammal during a particular week? The thing with streaks is that you force yourself to go 
out mammalwatching every week, even when it’s boring, the rain pours down or you only longing 
for the couch. But by being out in the field so many hours, you also get loads of amazing wildlife 
and nature experiences, both the target species but also all the “just-by-chance observations”. 
After hard work, many nights with the thermal, and a fair bit of luck, it was suddenly November 
and the streak was still alive. But now it was starting to get really difficult to find more targeted 
mammals. Despite intensive searching for a living mole, pine marten, otter, or a weasel 
(mustelids are really hard to spot on demand), I never managed to find them. The streak now 
relied only on “saved” common species which were ticked off quite quickly. Week 50 became 
the first week without seeing a new mammal, and a European hare (perhaps the easiest 
mammal to spot in Sweden) seen on Sunday, December 7 in week 49, became the last species 
in the streak.  



For those of you who want to watch mammals at home in a new, a bit silly but fun and 
challenging way, I can really recommend doing a mammal streak. You set your own level of 
ambition depending on how challenging you want it to be and how many mammals are available 
where you’re doing it. In northern Europe, I think one species per week is quite reasonable. If you 
streak in Borneo, maybe five, six or even seven species per week suits better  

Good luck and a happy new mammal year! 

 

 

Petter Bohman 
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Some pictures from the year. 

 
Wester barbastell, Karlsborg, Sweden 2025-01-24. 



 

Common dolphin, Gothenburg’s harbour 2025-01-30.  

 

 
Natteri’s bat, Lungnås, Sweden 2025-02-22. 



 
Harvest mouse, Falköping, Sweden 2025-09-06 

 
Northern birch mouse, Falköping, Sweden, 2025-07-30 

 

  



My Mammal streak list 2025 

Species  Scientific name Week Country 
Moose  Alces alces 1 Sweden 
Red squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 2 Sweden 
Wolf  Canis lupus 3 Sweden 
Western Barbastelle  Barbastella barbastellus 4 Sweden 
Common dolphin  Delphinus delphis 5 Sweden 
Mountain hare Lepus timidus 6 Sweden 
Reinder  Rangifer tarandus 7 Sweden 
Nattereri’s bat  Myotis nattereri 8 Sweden 
Wild boar Sus scrofa 9 Sweden 
Fallow deer Dama dama 10 Sweden 
Common shrew Sorex araneus 11 Sweden 
Harbour seal Phoca vitulina 12 Sweden 
Bank vole Clethrionomys glareolus 13 Sweden 
Field vole Microtus agrestis 14 Sweden 
American mink Mustela vison 15 Sweden 
Southern White-Breasted Hedgehog Erinaceus concolor 16 Croatia 
Red fox Vulpes vulpes 17 Sweden 
Stoat Mustela erminea 18 Sweden 
European polecat Mustela putorius 19 Sweden 
Daubenton´s bat Myotis daubentoni 20 Sweden 
Yellow-necked mouse Apodemus flavicollis 21 Sweden 
Water vole Arvicola terrestris 22 Sweden 
Eurasian pygmy shrew Sorex minutus 23 Sweden 
European rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 24 Sweden 
Stone marten Martes foina 25 Croatia 
Edible dormouse  Glis glis 26 Croatia 
Noctule Nyctalus noctula 27 Sweden 
Soprano pipistrell Pipistrellus pygmaeus 28 Sweden 
Harves mouse Micromys minutus 29 Sweden 
Northern birch mouse Sicista betulina 30 Sweden 
Grey seal  Halichoerus grypus 31 Sweden 
Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus 32 Sweden 
Grey-sided vole Clethrionomys rufocanus 33 Sweden 
 European badger  Meles meles 35 Sweden 
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 36 Sweden 
Red deer Cervus elaphus 37 Sweden 
Water shrew Neomys fodiens 38 Sweden 
Dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius 39 Sweden 
European beaver Castor fiber 40 Sweden 
Nathusi pipistrell Pipistrellus nathusii 41 Sweden 
Wood lemming Myopus schisticolor 42 Sweden 
Wood mouse Apodemus sylvaticus 43 Sweden 
Brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus 44 Sweden 
Parti-coloured bat  Vespertilio murinus 45 Sweden 
Brown rat Rattus norvegicus 46 Sweden 
Roe deer Capreolus capreolus 47 Sweden 
Nothern bat Eptesicus nilssoni 48 Sweden 
European hare Lepus europaeus 49 Sweden 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=European+polecat&sca_esv=078c3514d761d573&sxsrf=AE3TifMDej7PMKP9pAK2rWXFQoLrgF6EKw%3A1767710772343&ei=NCBdacHVFL-5wPAPj6GOsA4&ved=2ahUKEwior734k_eRAxXPJhAIHfUgLmoQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=Mustela+putorius+eng&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFE11c3RlbGEgcHV0b3JpdXMgZW5nMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgQQABgeMgYQABgIGB4yCBAAGIAEGKIEMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYgAQYogQyCBAAGIAEGKIEMgUQABjvBUiQA1AAWABwAHgBkAEAmAGMAaABjAGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQL4AQGYAgGgApMBmAMAkgcDMC4xoAevBLIHAzAuMbgHkwHCBwMyLTHIBwWACAE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDLIIPo-0lyhsUzgDHblFnY5ju_98uDcNtzTVZlN_NXWwQUB-zS3by4ZQbnRAKoq6lpHzfEzQE-dP8oSNNnLT8x1qJzDB5seJY5_jA4ZAwXJvoOO-Uc2LikbMF2l-HiyxeXQFZ6-8S_7gBC9wV6mcxDGanx6yVQXMN7_XosLRmUVR0F5JtyV7I9WF-REysCLQrMzCnt6a6SwfFgrfbnOHN6wRrsP-6pKDDPLNiNM9pN-ygQVuXltu4ygflFzxA0Taw_Fq6MYL7E_Zt9pbS_fBvQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=European+badger&sca_esv=078c3514d761d573&sxsrf=AE3TifP6Qt9TX0oGnI4tvR-1yVJ_jc1Exw%3A1767711186310&ei=0iFdace1Eoug1fIPiMG5oAM&ved=2ahUKEwizn5O3lfeRAxWwHRAIHTLdCEcQgK4QegQIBBAC&uact=5&oq=Europeisk+gr%C3%A4vling%C2%A0%28Meles+meles%29+eng&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJkV1cm9wZWlzayBncsOkdmxpbmfCoChNZWxlcyBtZWxlcykgZW5nMgUQABjvBTIFEAAY7wUyBRAAGO8FMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYgAQYogRI_A1Q_QpY_QpwAXgAkAEAmAGRAaABkQGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQL4AQGYAgKgApsBwgIIEAAY7wUYsAPCAgsQABiABBiiBBiwA5gDAIgGAZAGBZIHAzEuMaAHjwOyBwMwLjG4B5YBwgcDMi0yyAcHgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAmNzYQlj_VW8ci4BPbIb4GPT-90U5lR6aj7p508Rs31EqLLhjrhdHkcDlYfqbDidgfzUx2pdWIVCGhYKlHYXLLffNoo2vOvt3vO5GfMn_fXJ_lCQXRteMMJUttQqhNNTmSiSuzcg98Y5OQ_GV5VkNLoEoI79T-_fUMU5hLByzdsYO979JXSHBlTnvkxrM5I_OyHWcnR-KuEH-iPX6j7-84G-b-_Qhr8bI7uyBHxU5gEGYxoUWaBQLJlp0aDfOSH_umsMbTgO6UVWCci8BD11Mi&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Parti-coloured+bat&sca_esv=078c3514d761d573&sxsrf=AE3TifOctMv3k2Q7wNJWMfgDPqFgIK79Hg%3A1767711394277&ei=oiJdabnWEI3swPAP75n78AE&ved=2ahUKEwj2mtKelveRAxVsFRAIHUQfDQUQgK4QegQIAhAC&uact=5&oq=Gr%C3%A5skimlig+fladdermus%C2%A0%28Vespertilio+murinus%29+english&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiNUdyw6Vza2ltbGlnIGZsYWRkZXJtdXPCoChWZXNwZXJ0aWxpbyBtdXJpbnVzKSBlbmdsaXNoMggQIRigARjDBEjZB1AAWIUFcAB4AZABAJgBrAGgAbsCqgEDMC4yuAEDyAEA-AEC-AEBmAICoALDAsICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIFEAAY7wWYAwCSBwMwLjKgB5IEsgcDMC4yuAfDAsIHBTAuMS4xyAcEgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA55boRTvH9XBioBYP2KyEGlJXA30LzOYtbbQ3sqC9UKcaXVDjgvZECyFuT4QiD2gdTH7ycX57-8S0ou-LuWJCCvXQ9yVtbDVq2f1lhf_xkWHRRfsMDKLQ0NlxajCvjLOAD6z-MlGST_QB-9f6SSu0cY7P79KMG0BZHRW_tv2X3P-TymZWG3hp-794f8ypC1EN1MrXiz-wbEb8nDNeb3GaWO0_QfPYiuAlNvMqQC0vlXWhq3aRyPOtuqZL_0WERzxMXyxCAgkFj2kbxfdD1PETq&csui=3
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