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Introduction 

Thailand lovely Thailand, the country that I have visited so many times before but never for wildlife. 

Until now. 

hƴƭȅ с ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ ōǳǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƛȄ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΧ 

My schedule was: 

3 nights Kaeng Krachan NP 

3 nights Bangkok 

 

Then I flew on to Koh Samui for a 5 day vacation on the beach but we won't take that story here  

I booked Kaeng Krachan with the famous Baan Maka Lodge http://www.baanmaka.com/  

They provided transport to/from Bangkok and I also booked their in-house guide Beckham for 3 full days. 

He is easy going, knowledgeable and know where to find your mammals in Kaeng Krachan.  

I really recommend him. 

We spent the whole days inside the park and had lunch there in one of the two camps inside the park. We were 

back at the Lodge after dark. 

Unfortunately it´s forbidden to stay in the park after dark and do spotlighting. That would be a dream to go 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ /ƭƻǳŘŜŘ [ŜƻǇŀǊŘΧ 

 

 

Left: Baan Maka Lodge restaurant 

Right: Kaeng Krachan road 

 

I was joined on this part and the first night in Bangkok (for herping) by the legendary Mark Spence and as 

always he is a great company! 

 

 

http://www.baanmaka.com/


 

After dinner back at the lodge we did a nightwalk every night by our own on the paths surrounding the lodge. 

Mostly in search for the Bengal slow loris which we didn´t find, but also for whatever is out there in the jungle. 

We also booked one of the birding hides in the area the last morning. There is some interesting mammals who 

Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ aƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƭƛǎǘέ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

The accomodation is clean with good food and the AC is a relief after the humid nightwalk  

This is the place to stay if you want to visit Kaeng Krachan NP. 

 

 

Birding hide a short drive from the lodge 

 



 

 

 

Kaeng Krachan from the top camp. Looking towards Myanmar. 

 

Then I had 3 nights in Bangkok of which the first was dedicated some herping in the disgusting Bangkok 

channels with Mark. 

We booked this 4 hour night walking tour with Tontantravel https://tontantravel.com/en/tours/bangkok-

wildlife-tours/jungle-night-walk-bangkok  

 

L ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƴƻǘ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΧ 

 

 

 

 

 

Two experts in work in the channels of Bangkok 

https://tontantravel.com/en/tours/bangkok-wildlife-tours/jungle-night-walk-bangkok
https://tontantravel.com/en/tours/bangkok-wildlife-tours/jungle-night-walk-bangkok


 

The last 2 days around Bangkok I booked with https://www.wildencounterthailand.net/ with the highly 

reputable Jirayu Ekkul (Tour) as a guide. 

With the main target Eden´s whale in the Bay of Bangkok but also a few other lifers on the list.  

With one day driving a fair amount of distance around Bangkok and the next day whale watching on a very, 

very rough sea. 

Overall a great company and easy to do a custom trip with the targets you want. 

 

 

Looking for Smooth-coated otter in the outskirts of Bangkok. We didn´t see them. Only one big ring on the 

water from one individual who had already divedΦ /ƭƻǎŜΧ ōǳǘ ŀ ƳƛǎǎΦ 

 

Then there was this thing about the whale watching... 

If there's one thing I hate, it's rough seas. In general I don´t like being stuck on a boat for too long and certainly 

not on a rough sea. 

And yes, this was rough. After only 30 minutes the boat had turned into a floating vomit party. Then we had 

oƴƭȅ р ƘƻǳǊǎ ƭŜŦǘΧ 

 

It was unusual rough sea for the season and about the limit where they go out or not. 

Long story short, out of about 30 people onboard, 7-8 made it and were able to enjoy the whales at the end 

 

I was one of them!  

  

Whale watching boat in Bang Khun Tian outside Bangkok 

 

https://www.wildencounterthailand.net/


 

In the end I saw 26 species of mammals of which 18 were lifers and this is the story about them. 

 

My species list ς Bangkok  

1. Eden´s whale --- (Lifer) Main target in Bangkok area and after a few hours search on the rough sea of 

Bangkok Bay, we did find them. I wasn't feeling very well so I let the crew on the boat take the photos so I 

didn't have to stare into the camera. I filmed with my phone instead. 

 

 

All the credits to the crew at WildEncounter for the photos 

 

 



 

 

2. Finlayson´s squirrel --- (Lifer) Another easy target in Bangkok. We went to Sri Nakhon Khuean Khan 

Park and Botanical Garden and took a walk in this nice lung of Bangkok. We found two of them within an 

hour. 

 

 

3. Lyle´s flying fox --- (Lifer) We drove 90km outside Bangkok city center to a temple called Wat Pho Bang 

Khla. Here you find a huge colony of this spectacular megabat as they have protection from the monks. 

 

 



 

 

4. Northern treeshrew --- When overlooking the pond from a terrace where we searched for the Smooth-

coated otter in the outskirts of Bangkok, this nice little fellow came by to say hello. 

 

 

5. Tanezumi rat --- (Lifer) Another visitor on the terrace overlooking the pond. Most likely this species due 

to the overall appearance and that it is the dominant species here. 

 

 



 

My species list ς Kaeng Krachan 

1. Sun bear --- (Lifer) The main target in Kaeng Krachan and the very first mammal we saw. I didn't have 

to wait for him, he waited for me at the lower campsite. He was already there when we arrived, searching 

for food around the restaurant. 

Never has a target been so simple. 

We saw him two times at this camp. In the morning and afternoon the first day but then nothing. 

²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ any Sun bear at the top camp who also has regular visitors. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2. Leopard --- The highlight of the trip!  

When we were driving down from the top camp at about 12 noon, a time of day where you don't really 

expect anything big to happen. How wrong we wereΧ 

Boom, there he was. Just beside the road. Half asleep. My first Indochinese Leopard and it was a black 

one! 

I know the chances of a black panther are good these days in Kaeng Krachan and I was really hoping but 

you still need luck on your side of course. 

 
 

 



 

 

3. Robinson´s banded langur --- (Lifer) Fairly easy to see in the park at the higher altitudes close to the 

top camp. Target for me and I was happy that we saw them already on the first day. 

 

 

4. Dusky leaf monkey --- The most common mammal in the park. We saw them several times every day. 

Along the road and at the top camp. 

 

 



 

 

5. Lar gibbon --- (Lifer) Another primate target for me in Kaeng Krachan. Along with their beautiful song, 

they were easy to see at the lower altitudes around the lower camp.  

They vary greatly in color and we saw both light and black variations. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6. Stump-tailed macaque --- (Lifer) Ususally seen along the tarred entrance road but we struggled hard to 

see them. Not a trace the first two days forced us to search at another place Beckham knew about. Some 

kind of a small temple some 45 minutes drive from the lodge where the monkeys were supposed to be. 

And yes, they were here. 

 

 

 

7. Asian elephant --- Only one seen at the entrance road in Kaeng Krachan. 

 

 



 

8. Northern red muntjac --- Tried for a desperate second to turn him into a Fea´s muntjac which is 

sometimes seen in the park. But no, just a common Northern red muntjac. One seen in the park. 

 

 

9. Black giant squirrel --- One seen when walking around at the lower camp area. 

  

 

 

 


