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Thistrip report is primarily abouthe Mountain Tapirwhich we found in the Andes of Colombia in September

20226 A UK w20 { YAQGK 0 az2Hovelr, it is dsdzitald of thieeroiharividely known tapir

species: The South American (or Brazilian) Tapir, the Malayandrapir,K S . I A.NJRidg out bf hOA th)

COVIEL9 travel restrictions, or latest goal was to sdde last of thefour of the tapir specieshe Mountain Tapir
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specissis always changing. There is another recently descifaledut 2013} y R & R A(2016}apiSkRoévn as

the Little Black (or Kabomani) Tapir that liedsngside its bigger brother, the Brazilian Tapirthe Amazon bason

See: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_American_tapfor details about the possible fifth species of tapir. We
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We saw our first tapirthe South American (Brazilian) Tapiack in 1996, long befonse had access to digital

cameras or beforeve had discovered there were other peogletuallykeeping lists of mammals. By 2011, we had
started keeping avorld list ofmammalsso we were exciteby chancejo add the Malayan Tapir to that growing

list. This year, while on a birding / herping trip to Costa Rica with Jorge Gabriel Campos, guide, organized by Juan
Diego Vargas Jimenez of Birding Costa (Rima éBirding with Juan Diegp we got a brief but good look at a
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I TGSNI 6S | RRS Relisttbashdhdha obgidus boldlin dutapil IKe list, Karen decided to explore
finding the Mountain Tapir before the year was over. This report outlines our success with the four species of
tapirs, and mostly covers a very recent trip to Colombifirtd the Mountain Tapir.

South American or Brazilian Tapifdpirus terrestri¥- 9/17/1996 ¢ Cristalino LodgeRio Cristalino,
Mato Grosso, Brazil

We saw our first of the four tapir species 26 years ago along the Rio Cristalino in Mato Gross, Br&id. The
Cristalino is a tributary of the Rio Araguaia in the southern Amazon basin. We stayed at the famous (at least in the
birding world) Cristalino Lodge while on a birding trip with Kevin Zimmer and Andy Whittaker (Mato Grosso Brazil
tour by Victor Emanel Nature Tours.) We arrived at the Lodge in the afternoon, and later in the afternoon we

took a group boat ride on the Rio Cristalino, and we saw the tapir along the bank of the river. It was the only one
we saw on this trip. At that time, we were rgafocused on birds but saw over two dozen species of mammals,
which we recorded in our records, not knowing how valuable they would become léferhave no digital photos

of that sighting, but we did take a lot of videotape during the trip, which is difficult to view at the moment.
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reviewing their websiteit has only gotten better . . .

http://cristalinolodge.com.br/en

http://cristalinolodge.com.br/erthe -southernramazon/mammals/



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_American_tapir
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Malayan (Asian or Asiatic) TapiT &pirus indicuk- 9/25/2011 Multiara Taman Negar&co Park Resqrt
Pahang Malaysia

In 2011, we were working on seeing the last few bird families in thédwand so we set up a trip with Sam Woods
GG ¢ NRBLIAOIE . ANRAY 3 éhabbigr2a rahenstRange ke badl tHatlivdesin theyprinvaty forests
of Malaysia and Indonesia. That bird is a monotypic family, and it is very shy antiveeddormally it takes a lot

of looking to find one. Fortunately, we did! Mark off another bird famidy! the way, if you like leeches, this part
of Malaysia is an excellent place to study them! We recorded more than 100 on us during our cowgys iof d
Taman Negara.

We had justeturned from an evening of exploring along one of the trails by the resort and we were getting ready
for bed when Sam came to the door. He told us that the guard had just seen two tapirs outside the cabins. We
immediately put our boots and headed out. We ended up getting excellent looksedapirs, a mother and a

baby.

Multiara Resort is the only resort inside the Taman Negara National Park boundary which allows quick access to
explore the surrounding rainforest.

https://www.mutiaratamannegara.com/
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FANRQA& o/ Sy (i NFapirus bair8)NR/Z2I202D TagirlValkkyMhtdre Reserve, Bijagda
Upala Alajuela, Costa Rica

This year, after having a trip to Morocco cancelled because we testsitive for COVH29 (PCR positive several

weeks after having COVUD), we were struggling to find a place to go to salvage our vacation time. We decided

to head back to Costa Rica to find a few birds that we were still missing in the country, as twdbak for herpg

reptiles and amphibians. A good friend and outstanding guide, Juan Diego Vargas Jimenez, who we have traveled

with multiple times in Costa Rica, was, unfortunately, busy, but offered to set up a private trip with another guide.

He a&ked Jorge Gabriel Campbhle would guide us, and he agreed. We headed down to Costa Rica for a week

and spent some Hhour days looking for birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians. We ended up with seven bird
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2.5 hours or longer, and the naturalists will look &my nocturnal creature alive on the propertyWe saw multiple

species of frogs and snakes, including the amazing Eyd K t A G = A LIS NJD LG A& F LI NBydGft
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Jungle Night Touhttps://www.tapirvalley.com/inventory/junglenight-tour
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https://www.tapirvalley.com/inventory/jungle-night-tour

Mountain (Andean or Woolly) TapifTapirus pinchaquig 9/1/2022 Otun Quimbaya National Park,
Risaralda, Colombia (Western Slope of the Central Andes)

Shortly after returning home from Costa Rica, Karen noticed there was one more tapir species to see. She googled
Ga2dzyil Ay ¢ LA NE Ingddlyih ®eé maungaRs ofl Goloriibia AEGuadoi and ridrtizern Peru.

More searching led her to the conclusion that Otun Quimbaya National Park on the western slope of the Central

Andes isvhere the tapir is most commonly reportednd her searches also led to Rob Smith and Claudia Diaz
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The best place to stay is Cabana El Cedral. Itis a very basic guest house, but the staff are incredibly friendly and
provide very good Colombian food. Staying there allows quick access to the appropriatéocksidhabitat is
located at the end offte road east of La Florida (trailhead to Lake Otun and other mountain destinations.)

First sighting of Mountain Tapir with thermal scop

The first sighting was on our first night.
Rob had hired a jeep and driver that ca
navigate the veryough, rocky roads,
with an open flatbed in the back
allowing us to spotlight as we wished.
Karen owns a thermal imaging scope
(Pulsar Axion 2 XQ35 Thermal
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long to spot a Mountain Tapir at a
distance. Using the scopeally made a
difference, and she spotted multiple
mammals and sleeping birds, including
multiple Rufescent Screegbwls
(Megascops ingensind a Moustached
Antpitta (Grallaria allen), right over the
road, both lifers for us! Given that the
goal of usig the scope is to simply find warm bodies at night, the 2x
power is more than adequate for the task, and allows a wide scannin
range, speeding up the task of finding mammals at night.

Over the next few days, we found multiple tapirs at night using the

scope as well as in the late afternodoy chance, as we walked along birdthg road.




One highlight was seeing a female tapir wathhaby. According to Rob, it is extremely rare to see a young tapir.
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We had really gootlck with the Mountain Tapir, seeing them repeatedlyix different sightings. The most Rob
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great views that we did.




We also found a number of other mammals and birds, including . . .

Multiple Lemure Night Monkeys (also known as Greified or Colombian Night
[or Owl] Monleys)

Browneared Wodeé h LJ2 & & dzY & | y Roed SIGHF(Whicly Rb& had nbseen here before.)




Using the thermal scope, Karésund several Rufescent Scree@hwis and a Tropical Screeebwl.
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made a huge difference ipeing able to watch their behavior. We could see them running up and down the trees
very well even through the leave®Ve also found an Olinguito, although diimanage any photos.

Rob arranged for one evening to spend with Colombian Biologist Alejandro Grajales Echeverri looking for reptiles
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creatures, including five differen{p8ckled Anoles.
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creatures.

Other night creaturencluding an Owl MothRrahmaea wallichichic it has welR S @St 2 L3SIR2 (&S Sk Yy R A &
nocturnal.




Otun Quimbaya is full of birds as well, although we slept through the best part of the day for birding, since we
were out late at night.In fact, we slept through daily rooster cacophony each mornifgpis is a gregtlace to see
the Cauca Guan (we had 11 sightingsherald Toucaneand the Andean Coebf-the-rock

Fortunately, the Red Howler Monkeys keptefueach morning!
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One morning the sun came out and we stopped what we vadeiag to look at all the beautiful butterflies!

Our base for the first part of the trip was at the end of the road. Cabanas El Cedral was the name of the little
establishment where we stayed.
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The accommodations were a bit basic, and the electrigity 3 2 dzi F2NJ KF € F 2F 2dzNJ adtk ez o
be beat!

¢CKS FT22R 61 & | f &#dcedndbeanfnd aré \Rdenamyiout gléarly prepared with love!
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