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This trip report is primarily about the Mountain Tapir, which we found in the Andes of Colombia in September 

2022 ǿƛǘƘ wƻō {ƳƛǘƘ όά²ƛƭŘ !ōƻǳǘ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀέύ.  However, it is also a tale of the three other widely known tapir 

species:  The South American (or Brazilian) Tapir, the Malayan Tapir, and ǘƘŜ .ŀƛǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀǇƛǊ.  Coming out of all of the 

COVID-19 travel restrictions, our latest goal was to see the last of the four of the tapir species, the Mountain Tapir.  

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎΣ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ άŘƻƴŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƳƳŀƭ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ what is a 

species is always changing.  There is another recently described (about 2013) ŀƴŘ άŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘέ (2016) tapir known as 

the Little Black (or Kabomani) Tapir that lives alongside its bigger brother, the Brazilian Tapir, in the Amazon bason.   

See:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_American_tapir for details about the possible fifth species of tapir.  We 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ smaller tapir or not. 

We saw our first tapir, the South American (Brazilian) Tapir, back in 1996, long before we had access to digital 

cameras or before we had discovered there were other people actually keeping lists of mammals.  By 2011, we had 

started keeping a world list of mammals, so we were excited (by chance) to add the Malayan Tapir to that growing 

list.  This year, while on a birding / herping trip to Costa Rica with Jorge Gabriel Campos, guide, organized by Juan 

Diego Vargas Jimenez of Birding Costa Rica (now άBirding with Juan Diegoέ), we got a brief but good look at a 

.ŀƛǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀǇƛǊ.  See: https://www.birdingwithjuandiego.com/home 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ .ŀƛǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀǇƛǊ ǘƻ ǘƘe list, based on the obvious hole in our tapir life list, Karen decided to explore 

finding the Mountain Tapir before the year was over.   This report outlines our success with the four species of 

tapirs, and mostly covers a very recent trip to Colombia to find the Mountain Tapir. 

South American or Brazilian Tapir (Tapirus terrestris) - 9/17/1996 ς Cristalino Lodge, Rio Cristalino, 

Mato Grosso, Brazil 

We saw our first of the four tapir species 26 years ago along the Rio Cristalino in Mato Gross, Brazil.  The Rio 

Cristalino is a tributary of the Rio Araguaia in the southern Amazon basin.  We stayed at the famous (at least in the 

birding world) Cristalino Lodge while on a birding trip with Kevin Zimmer and Andy Whittaker (Mato Grosso Brazil 

tour by Victor Emanuel Nature Tours.)  We arrived at the Lodge in the afternoon, and later in the afternoon we 

took a group boat ride on the Rio Cristalino, and we saw the tapir along the bank of the river.  It was the only one 

we saw on this trip.  At that time, we were really focused on birds but saw over two dozen species of mammals, 

which we recorded in our records, not knowing how valuable they would become later!  We have no digital photos 

of that sighting, but we did take a lot of videotape during the trip, which is difficult to view at the moment.   

tŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ /Ǌƛǎǘŀƭƛƴƻ [ƻŘƎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀȊƛƭƛŀƴ ¢ŀǇƛǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƳƳŀƭ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣέ ŀƴŘ 

άŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ  Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ άŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ōŀƴƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

July to October.έ  wŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƛǎǘŀƭƛƴƻ [ƻŘƎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ς it was 26 years ago, and 

reviewing their website, it has only gotten better . . . 

http://cristalinolodge.com.br/en 

http://cristalinolodge.com.br/en/the-southern-amazon/mammals/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_American_tapir
https://www.birdingwithjuandiego.com/home
http://cristalinolodge.com.br/en
http://cristalinolodge.com.br/en/the-southern-amazon/mammals/
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Malayan (Asian or Asiatic) Tapir (Tapirus indicus) - 9/25/2011 Multiara Taman Negara Eco Park Resort, 

Pahang, Malaysia 

In 2011, we were working on seeing the last few bird families in the world, and so we set up a trip with Sam Woods 

όά¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ .ƛǊŘƛƴƎέύ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ wŀƛƭ-babbler, a rather strange rail-like bird that lives in the primary forests 

of Malaysia and Indonesia.  That bird is a monotypic family, and it is very shy and secretive.  Normally it takes a lot 

of looking to find one.  Fortunately, we did!  Mark off another bird family!  By the way, if you like leeches, this part 

of Malaysia is an excellent place to study them!  We recorded more than 100 on us during our couple of days in 

Taman Negara. 

We had just returned from an evening of exploring along one of the trails by the resort and we were getting ready 

for bed when Sam came to the door.  He told us that the guard had just seen two tapirs outside the cabins.  We 

immediately put our boots and headed out.  We ended up getting excellent looks at the tapirs, a mother and a 

baby. 

Multiara Resort is the only resort inside the Taman Negara National Park boundary which allows quick access to 

explore the surrounding rainforest. 

https://www.mutiaratamannegara.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mutiaratamannegara.com/
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.ŀƛǊŘΩǎ ό/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴύ ¢ŀǇƛǊ όTapirus bairdii) ς 2/22/2022 Tapir Valley Nature Reserve, Bijagua de 

Upala, Alajuela, Costa Rica 

This year, after having a trip to Morocco cancelled because we tested positive for COVID-19 (PCR positive several 

weeks after having COVID-19), we were struggling to find a place to go to salvage our vacation time.  We decided 

to head back to Costa Rica to find a few birds that we were still missing in the country, as well as to look for herps ς 

reptiles and amphibians.  A good friend and outstanding guide, Juan Diego Vargas Jimenez, who we have traveled 

with multiple times in Costa Rica, was, unfortunately, busy, but offered to set up a private trip with another guide.  

He asked Jorge Gabriel Campos if he would guide us, and he agreed.  We headed down to Costa Rica for a week 

and spent some 14-hour days looking for birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians.  We ended up with seven bird 

lifers (out of 213 seen/heard) as well as ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƛȊŀǊŘǎΣ ǎƴŀƪŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƎǎΦ  hƴŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ WƻǊƎŜ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ŀ άWǳƴƎƭŜ 

bƛƎƘǘ ¢ƻǳǊέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǇƛǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ .ƛƧŀƎǳŀ de Upala.  These tours are held in the evening for about 

2.5 hours or longer, and the naturalists will look for any nocturnal creature alive on the property.  We saw multiple 

species of frogs and snakes, including the amazing EyeƭŀǎƘ tƛǘ ±ƛǇŜǊΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ .ŀƛǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀǇƛǊ 

ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊΦ 

Jungle Night Tour  https://www.tapirvalley.com/inventory/jungle-night-tour 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘΣ ŀ .ŀƛǊŘΩǎ ¢ŀǇƛǊ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ right in front of us.  

[ƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǳŎƘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ WƻƘƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƴŀǇ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōƭǳǊǊȅ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƻ 

document our sighting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tapirvalley.com/inventory/jungle-night-tour
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Mountain (Andean or Woolly) Tapir (Tapirus pinchaque) ς 9/1/2022 Otun Quimbaya National Park, 

Risaralda, Colombia (Western Slope of the Central Andes) 

Shortly after returning home from Costa Rica, Karen noticed there was one more tapir species to see.  She googled 

άaƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ¢ŀǇƛǊέ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ŧƻǳnd only in the mountains of Colombia, Ecuador, and northern Peru.  

More searching led her to the conclusion that Otun Quimbaya National Park on the western slope of the Central 

Andes is where the tapir is most commonly reported, and her searches also led us to Rob Smith and Claudia Diaz 

όά²ƛƭŘ !ōƻǳǘ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀέύ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘ ōƻǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ όŀƴŘ ƳŀƳƳŀƭ-watching) tours.  It 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ƳŀƳƳŀƭ-watching trip with Rob to find the 

Mountain Tapir. 

The best place to stay is Cabana El Cedral.  It is a very basic guest house, but the staff are incredibly friendly and 

provide very good Colombian food.  Staying there allows quick access to the appropriate cloud-forest habitat is 

located at the end of the road east of La Florida (trailhead to Lake Otun and other mountain destinations.)   

The first sighting was on our first night.  

Rob had hired a jeep and driver that can 

navigate the very rough, rocky roads, 

with an open flatbed in the back 

allowing us to spotlight as we wished.  

Karen owns a thermal imaging scope 

(Pulsar Axion 2 XQ35 Thermal 

aƻƴƻŎǳƭŀǊύ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƻ 

long to spot a Mountain Tapir at a 

distance.  Using the scope really made a 

difference, and she spotted multiple 

mammals and sleeping birds, including 

multiple Rufescent Screech-Owls 

(Megascops ingens) and a Moustached 

Antpitta (Grallaria alleni), right over the 

road, both lifers for us!  Given that the 

goal of using the scope is to simply find warm bodies at night, the 2x 

power is more than adequate for the task, and allows a wide scanning 

range, speeding up the task of finding mammals at night.  

Over the next few days, we found multiple tapirs at night using the 

scope as well as in the late afternoon, by chance, as we walked along birding the road.   

 

 

 

 

 

First sighting of Mountain Tapir with thermal scope 
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One highlight was seeing a female tapir with a baby.  According to Rob, it is extremely rare to see a young tapir.  

!ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ȅƻung tapirs hiding until they are older.  The staff at Cabanas El Cedral agreed.  

They are used to seeing tapirs along the road and said they had never seen a young tapir.  DƻƻƎƭƛƴƎ ά¸ƻǳƴƎ 

aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ¢ŀǇƛǊέ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘƛǎ ς all the photos appear to be captive animals 
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We had really good luck with the Mountain Tapir, seeing them repeatedly ς six different sightings.  The most Rob 

ƘŀŘ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳǊΗ  .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŀǇƛǊǎΣ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 

ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ǿŜΩŘ ƎŜǘ another rather blurry photo of one.  We were ecstatic to get the 

great views that we did. 
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We also found a number of other mammals and birds, including . . . 

Multiple Lemure Night Monkeys (also known as Gray-bellied or Colombian Night 

[or Owl] Monkeys) 

 

 

 

Brown-eared Woollȅ hǇƻǎǎǳƳǎ ŀƴŘ IƻŦŦƳŀƴΩǎ ¢ǿƻ-Toed Sloth (which Rob had not seen here before.) 
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Using the thermal scope, Karen found several Rufescent Screech-Owls and a Tropical Screech-Owl. 
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YƛƴƪŀƧƻǳǎ όŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŎƻƻƴύ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜƭƭΗ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ǎŎƻǇŜ 

made a huge difference in being able to watch their behavior.  We could see them running up and down the trees 

very well, even through the leaves! We also found an Olinguito, although didnΩt manage any photos. 

 

Rob arranged for one evening to spend with Colombian Biologist Alejandro Grajales Echeverri looking for reptiles 

ŀƴŘ ŀƳǇƘƛōƛŀƴǎΦ  !ƭŜƧŀƴŘǊƻ ƪƴŜǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 

creatures, including five different Speckled Anoles. 
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¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ !ƭŜƧŀƴŘǊƻ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ōƻǘƘ wƻōōŜǊ ŀƴŘ Dƭŀǎǎ ŦǊƻƎǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ άƴƛƎƘǘέ 

creatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other night creatures including an Owl Moth (Brahmaea wallichichii) ς it has well-ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ άŜȅŜ ǎǇƻǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 

nocturnal. 
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Otun Quimbaya is full of birds as well, although we slept through the best part of the day for birding, since we 

were out late at night.  In fact, we slept through daily rooster cacophony each morning!  This is a great place to see 

the Cauca Guan (we had 11 sightings), Emerald Toucanet, and the Andean Cock-of-the-rock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortunately, the Red Howler Monkeys kept quiet each morning! 
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One morning the sun came out and we stopped what we were doing to look at all the beautiful butterflies! 

 

Our base for the first part of the trip was at the end of the road.  Cabanas El Cedral was the name of the little 

establishment where we stayed. 
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The accommodations were a bit basic, and the electricity ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

be beat! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ άōŀǎƛŎ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀƴέ ς rice and beans (we are vegetarian!) ς but clearly prepared with love! 

 

  


