Mammal Watching Report
Australia 2018
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| spent a month in Western Australia with my fiancé and friend. We started in
Perth and drove to the Pilbara and back down inland through to Laverton. Whilst
it was still primarily a herp trip we did see some cool mammals.

We spent several days in Dryandra. We tracked down three numbats on the first

afternoon of searchingUnfortunately IAEAT 8 O CAO AT U B&ET O1T O AT A
other numbats over the next 20 hours of searching.

Fortunately | did manage to get some decent photos of Red Tail Phascogales, an
endangered dasyurid species that used to cover most of inland Australia. At

Dryandrathey seemed to favour sheoakiominated forest. | also managed to get

some decent photos of a Yellow Footed Antechinus in the afternoon.

We also saw Tamar Wallabies and Brush Tail Bettongs.

We quickly drove to Perth, hopped oto a ferry and went to Rattnest Island, we
satdown with a family of Quokkas for a few hour$y the beach but this is my
favorite photo. Despite being avorld -renowned location, people still treat it like
trash.



Quokkaz near the Rottnest Island Shops
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Red Tail Phascogale Dryandra State Forest



Yellow Footed Antechinug Dryandra State Forest

We returned to Perth to pick up a friend and drove north. Pretty far north all the
way to Cape Range National Park. Here we managed to see a pair of Dingos,
several Spinifex Hopping Mice and loads of Black Flanked Rock Wallabies.
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Dingoz CapeRange National Park



JANICO@RK E 1 K

.

Black Flanked Rock Wallaby CaeRange National Park
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one road in the NP). You will see hopping mice crossing the road during the
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there on a full moon your chances of seeing one are diminished greatly. The rock

wallabies were very easy, if you head to Mandu Mandu Gorge. A few sit on the

right hand side of the gorge as soon as you walk into the dry creek bed.
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one. Additionally, I think that Northern Quolls would be in good numbers but
you would probably need to put camera traps out.

On a side note, Cape Range NP is extremely windy in the summer/wet season.
Bring an exra layer if you plan to be out at night spot lighting.
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much luck with mammals in both of these locations (although we did find bulk

reptiles). My fiancé did manage to see a Rottisild Rock Wallaby and | captured

the tail of a Northern Quoll on my camera trap.

We spent at 5 days in Karijini National Park. This has to be one of the most )
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means they have water all year round.

The wet/summer season is the least busiest part of the year. You can rock up
without having to book any camping sites. However. It is extremely how. Often
45 +degree days. Which can make searching for rock wallabies hard.

| set up a DSLR camera trap here for 4 nights and managed to get some cool o
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bycatch as well. We also saw a feguolls by road cruising and | spot lighted one

on foot.
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Northern Quoll z Karijini National Park

We had a long drive to our next destination and spent one day at Paynes Fine.



Between here and a town named Yalgoo is an-exine shaft named Jokers
Tunnel that is home to Comron Sheath Tail Bats and Finleysons Cave Bats.

Common Sheath Tail Bag JokersTunnel

The next mammal watching part of the trip was at Lake Cronin. We were here
mostly for a very rare and cryptic snake. The conditions were quite bad. Cold and
windy. However, we found it in the first night, which took the pressure off and
meant we could concentrate on mammals.

The most common mammal we saw here was the ultra cute western pygmy
possum. We found several of these crossing the road at nigAdditionally, my
partner managed to find a Brush Tail Phascogale.



Western Pygmy Possung Lake Croninz in the heath communities

The last part of Western Australia trip was at Cheynes Beach searching for

Honey Possums. | spent the afternoon and night searching for areas with a high

flower load. 1found several just behind the caravan park and marked them on

my phone. The next morning, at sunrise we made a bdiae to those areas and

spent a few hours walking around looking at flowers in hopes of spotting a small

obligate nector feeder. An hour il managed to see one get attacked by a New
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photo. My friend Kelly managed to find one about two hours later feeding. We

had great views and watched it for about 10 minutes.



