
Trip to the Kibber Wildlife Sancturay to see the elusive Snow Leopard 

Kibber in Himachal Pradesh, India 

 

I had the opportunity to visit the Kibber Wildlife Sanctuary in February/March 2020, just 

before the covid pandemic. This remote place is well known from the BBC documentary ”Big 

Cats” and other movies. It is one of the best places on earth to observe Snow Leopards. 

When I was there, I saw an adult male, an adult female and three offsprings. Tanzin Dorje 

(91 90 1541 8368, E-Mail: tandorje695@gmail.com) was my guide and he accompanied me 

to all these beautiful places. He is a very trustworthy person. It was a real pleasure to have 

him with me. We had a lot of good discussions and a great time together. My photo mentors 

on this trip were Samyak Kaninde (Samyak Photography (samyakkaninde.com) and Manish 

Lakhani (Home - Manish Lakhani (withmanish.com) and I have booked the trip for me and 

my brother with Snow Leopard Photography Tour in Spiti Valley in Winter (darter.in). Besides 

being great persons and top photographers, Samyak is also very good in birding and Manish 

is a great organiser. 

 

I prepared for this trip quite a long time before I flew to India. Because of the high altitude in 

the Himalaya, I spent two weeks in Engadin in Switzerland on about 1’800 m altitude to 

prepare for this. My brother and I flew to New Delhi and continued travelling to Chandigarh. 

We drove to Shimla (about 2’300 m altitude) and spent a week there. It was great to 

acclimatize even more and meanwhile to learn about the Indian culture. The journey to the 

Spiti valley is quite adventurous. The valleys always get deeper and the mountains higher. 

We followed up the river Sutley and passed Kalpa/Rekong Peo to the junction to the river 

Spiti. During the drive I was always looking outside, because Sam was telling me that it is 

possible to see the bird Ibisbill (Ibidorhyncha struthersii). Unfortunately, I didn’t see it but 

instead, I saw a Grey Wolf coming. Because it was already very dark, I could not take a 

picture. Sam confirmed me that there were even two of them. We had an overnight stay in 

Mane, a village in a side valley from Spiti. On our first trip in high altitude and the freezing 

cold we saw already a Red Fox and Barhals (also known as Blue Sheeps). Once arrived in 

Kipper you are facing the cold desert climate. The temperature can drop down to - 30° 

Celsius - but during the day with sunshine it is possible that the temperature rises up to + 10° 

Celsius. We were already on the way up to Kipper when we had to stop because of a Snow 

Leopard sighting. My first Snow Leopard! It was a great feeling to see this beautiful animal in 

the wild! We spent several hours to observe this male. That was a great start for the week. 

We also visited the village of Chicham, which has only been accessible by cars for a few 

years. They built a huge bridge over the valley which replaced the old cable car. During the 

week in Kibber Wildlife Sanctuary you have the chance to observe a lot more mammals and 

birds. My (incomplete) list with what I saw: 
 

Snow Leopard (Panthera uncia), 1 male, 1 female, 3 juveniles 

Himalayan Wolf (Canis lupus chanco), no photo but confirmed from the guide (2 individuals) 

Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) 

Siberian ibex (Capra sibirica) 

Bharal (Pseudois nayaur) 

 

Himalayan vulture (Gyps himalayensis) 

Bearded vulture (Gypaetus barbatus) 

Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 

Chukar partridge (Alectoris chukar) 

Himalayan snowcock (Tetraogallus himalayensis) 

Yellow-billed chough (Pyrrhocorax graculus) 

Red-billed chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) 

http://www.samyakkaninde.com/
https://www.withmanish.com/
https://www.darter.in/photography-tours/wildlife/snow-leopard-photography-tour-winter-spiti/


Common magpie (Pica pica) 

Robin accentor (Prunella rubeculoides) 

Spotted rosefinch (Carpodacus rubicilla severtzovi) 

Tibetan snowfinch (Montifringilla adamsi) 

 

After my trip there was an article in National Geographic about Snow Leopards in Kibber 

from Peter Gwin and Prasenjeet Yadav:  

Himalaya snow leopards are finally coming into view (nationalgeographic.com) 
In the last paragraph it says: 

 

“This year every tourist who came to Kibber saw a snow leopard. But in the days after the old 

male died, no one saw one. Still, the female and her cubs were somewhere, and Prasenjeet 

planned to find them (Gwin, 2020).”  

 

As we were there at about the same time, we heard also about the death of the old male 

Snow Leopard. But already the next day, the female and the three cups arrived in the 

territory. I wrote a letter to the German National Geographic and my words were printed in 

the next magazine. In this text also Tanzin Dorje is mentioned. 

 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/article/himalaya-snow-leopards-are-finally-coming-into-view-feature


 
Translation of the text above in the German National Geographic: 
 
Emotional 
 
Thank you for this great article and the beautiful pictures. I also had the opportunity to be in 
Kibber at that time when the old snow leopard died, and I mention here the last sentences of 
the article: 
  
“This year every tourist who came to Kibber saw a snow leopard. But in the days after the old 
male died, no one saw one. Still, the female and her cubs were somewhere, and Prasenjeet 
planned to find them." 
 
We arrived in Kibber a few days after the last kill by the old male snow leopard. We saw him 
almost every day, and he tried to hunt again. One day he was not found or he was too far 
away, no tourist saw him. The day after, my brother and I planned to go bird watching further 
up the valley. It was a strenuous trek with our two guides up the valley to a site where a 
golden eagle nest was located. In addition to the golden eagle (adult and juvenile), we saw 
the bearded vulture and the Himalyan vulture as well as snowfinches and ptarmigan (very, 
very far away...). It was great to be in a place in complete silence. We had many interesting 
conversations with our guides Tanzin and Tashi. Suddenly one of them pointed to the wall. 
The male snow leopard was walking on the opposite side of the valley in the almost vertical 
rock walls. For us, seeing this so unexpectedly was one of the most emotional moments. 
 
The day when the information about the death of the male came was like a shock for the 
whole village of Kibber. That day, no one went out in the morning. The other day we went to 
the village of Langza in another valley. Suddenly the information arrived that the female and 
the three cubs were spotted at the place further up the valley near Kibber. We jumped in our 
car and drove back to Kibber and from there we walked up the valley. It was pretty fun 
keeping up with the locals. When we got up there, there was only the female to be seen. 
Later that afternoon we had to pack up to go back down, and then someone said the cubs 
were there. They ran towards the mother to find her and greet her. What a moment to watch. 
The next day we went back to that spot, and the four of them lay around all day. It started to 
snow heavily and we had to leave, but we found the female and her cubs. This was great 
news for the village and the people. Soon after we left Kibber, the lockdown came. Hopefully 
this is also a chance for nature and the snow leopards. 
 
Thank you for your great work at National Geographics. 
 



 
Snow Leopard (Panthera uncia). Last picture of the old male Snow Leopard alive 

 

 
Snow Leopard (Panthera uncia). Female Snow Leopard with three cups 
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