
 
 
In March 2019 Royle Safaris ran our second specialist Sichuan Mammals Tour with a focus on a particularly special species. The trip was run with Martin Royle,  
Roland Zeidler & Sid Francis as our guides.  
We visited 3 different locations (covering the rugged bamboo forests of the greater Wolong ecosystem, the high altitude grasslands of Rouergai and the 
wonderful forests of Tangjiahe.  
We were very successful with sightings of 44 different species of mammals and over 100 species of birds including Giant Panda, Red Panda, Pallas’s Cat, 
Chinese Mountain Cat, Indochinese Leopard Cat, Particoloured Flying Squirrel, Golden Snub-nosed Monkey, Chinese Ferret Badger, Eurasian Otter and 
Chinese Pipistrelle. 
We ran a second Sichuan’s Mammals Tour (back to back with this one) in April 2019 and we had even more success in some areas. The sightings log for that trip 
will follow in a few days.  
 
We have started to promote our 2020 Sichuan Mammals Tour (with special focus on a particular special species for half of the trip); we have already received 
many bookings on these two trips. Our first tour for 2020 (9th – 22nd March 2020) has just one place remaining and our second tour for 2020 (25th April – 8th May 
2020) which also has only one place remaining.  
We have also started offering places on another specialist mammal tour of China, visiting Qinghai and the wonderful Valley of the Cats. This tour is for July 2020 
(1st – 15th July 2020) and focuses on Snow leopards, Eurasian lynx, Himalayan wolf, Himalayan brown bear, Tibetan antelope, Wild Yak, White-lipped deer, 
Alpine musk deer, Glover’s pika, Bharal, McNeil’s deer and many more species. We have only 3 places available on this tour also.  
 
For anyone interested in any of the above trips for 2020 or if anyone has any questions about the below sightings log, please contact me on this blog post or 
email me direct at info@royle-safaris.co.uk. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Martin Royle  
 
Director / Guide 
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Species List        Sichuan’s Mammals Tour           Mar/Apr 2019 

 
Mammals (* = heard or signs only) 
 

 

Common Name Binominal Name 
 March April 

 
 

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Giant panda Ailuropoda melanoleuca       * * * * * * 1             

2 Red panda Ailurus fulgens       2 (T) * 5 3 1 8 (2T) 4 (1T)             

3 Northern hog badger Arctonyx albogularis         1                 3 1   

4 Sichuan takin Budorcas tibetana             *             27 ~65 ~10 

5 Tibetan wolf Canis lupus                       1         

6 Siberian roe deer Capreolus pygargus                         1       

7 Chinese serow Capricornis milneedwardsii           1             * 1 2   

8 Sambar Cervus unicolor                 1               

9 Perny's long-nosed squirrel Dremomys pernyi   1     1       1               

10 Tufted deer Elaphodus cephalophus         1 2   1           1     

11 Chinese zokor Eospalax fontanierii                     * * *       

12 Common serotine Eptesicus serotinus                   1             

13 Chinese mountain cat Felis bieti                       1         

14 Particoloured flying squirrel Hylopetes alboniger               1                 

15 Chinese pipistrelle Hypsugo pulveratus               1                 

16 Malayan porcupine Hystrix brachyura               * 1 (T)               

17 Woolly hare Lepus oiostolus                     2           

18 Tolai hare Lepus tolai       *                         

19 Eurasian otter Lutra lutra                             1   

20 Rhesus macaque Macaca mulatta                           4     

21 Tibetan macaque Macaca thibetana                           2 ~30 ~30 

22 Himalayan marmot Marmota himalayana                       18         

23 Yellow-throated marten Martes flavigula             1 *                 



24 Asian badger Meles leucurus                     1           

25 Chinese ferret badger Melogale moschata                           2     

26 Reeve's muntjac Muntiacus reevesi                           33 26 2 

27 Mountain weasel Mustela altaica                 2               

28 Chinese goral Naemorhedus griseus       1   2           1   6 3   

29 Plateau pika Ochotona curzoniae                      ~1,000   1,000+    1,000+       

30 Thomas's pika Ochotona thomasi                         2       

31 Pallas's cat Otocolobus manul                       1         

32 Masked palm civet Paguma larvata       2       *           2 3   

33 Chinese giant flying squirrel Petaurista xanthotis       1                         

34 Japanese pipistrelle Pipistrellus abramus                   ~50             

35 Indochinese leopard cat Prionailurus bengalensis         2   1                   

36 Tibetan gazelle Procapra picticaudata                       19 1       

37 Bharal Pseudois nayaur                       ~60         

38 Greater horseshoe bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum         2 1                     

39 Pearson's horseshoe bat Rhinolophus pearsonii           3 2             1 2   

40 Golden snub-nosed monkey Rhinopithecus roxellana   ~30   1         *               

41 Pere David's rock squirrel Sciurotamias davidianus   1                         3   

42 Bear species Sp.         1                       

43 Eurasian wild pig Sus scofra                         1 9 14 1 

44 Swinhoe's striped squirrel Tamiops swinhoei       1 1   2 2 3               

45 Complex-toothed flying squirrel Trogopterus xanthipes       2                         

46 Red fox Vulpe vulpes                     4 1 3       

47 Tibetan fox Vulpes ferrilata                     13 9 3       
 

NB 1: Some bats identified 100% at roosts or with good views. Others identified with spectrograms in combination with sightings (no spectrograms without visual confirmation are recorded), 
behaviour and habitat – so not 100% but best educated guesses. For more information please email me. 
NB 2: Where a (T) is indicated in the above table this means the animal (or the number of animals in the brackets) were spotted and identified with the thermal imager only. 

 
Birds (* = heard or signs only) 

 

Common Name Binominal Name 
 March April 

 
 

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Crested goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus                 1               

2 Eurasian sparrowhawk Accipitier nivalis         1   1                   

3 Black-browed tit Aegithalos bonvaloti         4 1   11                 

4 Daurian starling Agropsar sturninus                       2   1     

5 Bar-headed goose Anser indicus                     2           

6 Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos         1   1                   

7 Steppe eagle Aquila nipalensis                       3 4       



8 Grey heron Ardea cinerea     7                           

9 Little owl Athene noctua                     1 1 1       

10 Eurasian eagle owl Bubo bubo                         1       

11 Upland buzzard Buteo hemilasius                     9 17 11       

12 Eastern buzzard Buteo japonicus               1 2               

13 Pink-rumped rosefinch Carpodacus eos                         19       

14 Common rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus       5                         

15 Beautiful rosefinch Carpodacus pulcherrimus       ~50                         

16 White-browed rosefinch Carpodacus thura                         9       

17 Red-rumped swallow Cecropis daurica                               1 

18 White-capped water redstart Chaimarronis leucocephalus     2             1 1   2       

19 Brown-headed gull Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus                       1         

20 Lady Amherst's pheasant Chrysolophus amherstiae         1                       

21 Golden pheasant Chrysolophus pictus                             2 * 

22 White-throated dipper Cinclus cinclus         1     2                 

23 Brown dipper Cinclus pallasii                           3 2 1 

24 Northern harrier Circus cyaneus                       3   1     

25 Daurian jackdaw Coloeus dauuricus                     14           

26 Snow pigeon Columba leuconota       ~10                         

27 Feral pigeon Columba livia                       6   ~25   ~60 

28 Great parrotbill Conostoma oemodium             2                   

29 Oriental magpie robin Copsychus saularis                               1 

30 Monk vulture Coragyps atratus                                 

31 Northern raven Corvus corax       3               4 4 2     

32 Large-billed crow Corvus macrorhynchos       4 3 2 2 13 15 2 8   ~24 12   ~25 

33 Blue-eared pheasant Crossoptilon auritum                         *       

34 White-eared pheasant Crossoptilon crossoptilon           1                     

35 Eastern azure-winged magpie Cyanopica cyanus                           3     

36 Asian house martin Delichon dassypus     ~27 ~50                 ~20     ~10 

37 White-backed woodpecker Dendrocopos leucotos               1                 

38 Great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major           1     3           1   

39 Brown-capped pygmy woodpecker Dendrocopos nanus             1                   

40 Little egret Egretta garzetta                               1 

41 Godlewski's bunting Emberiza godlewskii                         ~2,650       

42 White-capped forktail Enicurus leschenaulti             1                   

43 Spotted forktail Enicurus maculatus               2                 

44 Horned lark Eremophila alpestris                       1         

45 Saker falcon Falco cherrug                     1 4 3 3     

46 Eurasian kestrel Falco tinnunculus                     1           



47 White-browed fulvetta Fulvetta vinipectus         6                       

48 Pere David's laughingthrush Garrulax davidi                         2       

49 Plain laughingthrush Garrulax davidi                         10   2   

50 Grey laughingthrush Garrulax maesi                         2       

51 Giant laughingthrush Garrulax maximus       4                 1       

52 Grandala Grandala coelicolor               ~10                 

53 Black-necked crane Grus nigricollis                       12 27       

54 Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus       1 2 1           1         

55 Himalayan griffon Gyps himalayensis       4 1 1 1 2 5   1 3 2       

56 Barn swallow Hirundo rustica             1             ~50     

57 Mountain bulbul Ixos mcclellandii                             1   

58 Tawny fish owl Ketupa flavipes                               1 (T)     

59 Slaty bunting Latoucheornis siemsseni                             1   

60 Twite Linaria flavirostris                       1   1     

61 Grey-crested tit Lophophanes dichrous                   2             

62 Eurasian wigeon Marerca penelope       1                         

63 Crested kingfisher Megaceryle lugubris                             3   

64 Black-eared kite Milvus lineatus                     6   ~250 2     

65 Rufous-necked snowfinch Montifringilla ruficollis                       ~10         

66 White-rumped snowfinch Montifringilla taczanowskii                       100's 100's       

67 White wagtail Motacilla alba   4 2 3     1 2 2 3       2   2 

68 Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea       1                         

69 Spotted nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes       *                         

70 Eastern tit Parus minor         1                       

71 Green-backed tit Parus monticolus                   1       1 1   

72 Eurasian tree sparrow Passer montanus     1               ~15   2 2   ~10 

73 Long-tailed minivet Pericrocotus ethologus                 8 4         3   

74 Rufous-vented tit Periparus rubidiventris                   1     1       

75 Large cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo                               1 

76 Daurian redstart Phoenicurus auroreus   15   3   3               2   ~10 

77 Blue-fronted redstart Phoenicurus frontalis                   1     8       

78 Plumbeous water redstart Phoenicurus fuliginosus                           4 2   

79 Hodgeson's redstart Phoenicurus hodgsoni                 2               

80 Eastern black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   2     2             3 7 2     

81 White-throated redstart Phoenicurus schisticeps       2     3           1       

82 Sichuan leaf warbler Phylloscopus forresti                 4 4             

83 Pallas's leaf warbler Phylloscopus proregulus                 1               

84 Eurasian magpie Pica pica   5                 4 1       1 

85 Pygmy wren babbler Pnoepyga pusilla     * * * * * * * *       * * * 



86 Maroon-backed accentor Prunella immaculata             ~30                   

87 Rufous-breasted accentor Prunella strophiata                         2       

88 Hulme's ground tit Pseudopodoces humilis                       2         

89 Green shrike-babbler Pteruthius xanthochlorus         1       2               

90 Eurasian crag martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris       ~10             ~10           

91 Koklass pheasant Pucrasia macrolopha         1                       

92 Red-whiskered bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus   5 ~10 1                         

93 Red-billed chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax       4               ~126 12 2     

94 Goldcrest Regulus regulus                   3             

95 Tibetan siskin Serinus thibetanus               3                 

96 Chestnut-vented nuthatch Sitta nagaensis         1     1 1               

97 Spotted dove Spilopelia chinensis                               ~15 

98 Red-collared dove Streptopelia tranquebarica     1 1                         

99 Himalayan owl Strix nivicolum         1         *             

100 White-cheeked starling Sturnus cineraceus                     2           

101 Yellow-browed tit Sylviparus modestus                 1               

102 Little grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     1                           

103 Ruddy shelduck Tadorna ferruginea                     6 18   4     

104 Himalayan bluetail Tarsiger rufilatus               1                 

105 Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria                             1   

106 Temminck's tragopan Tragopan temminckii       1                         

107 Black-faced laughingthrush Trochalopteron affine                 1               

108 Elliot's laughingthrush Trochalopteron elliotii   13   14   5 2 3         6       

109 Winter wren Troglodytes hiemalis           2 1 1 1 2             

110 Kessler's thrush Turdus kessleri       13   2             1       

111 Chestnut thrush Turdus rubrocanus                 3   2           

112 Red-throated thrush Turdus ruficollis                         4       

113 Eurasian hoopoe Upupa epops       1             2       2   

114 Red-bellied blue magpie Urocissa erythroryncha   4 2 5   *         2     3 11 ~5 

115 Alpine thrush Zoothera mollissima                         1       
 
NB 2: Where a (T) is indicated in the above table this means the animal (or the number of animals in the brackets) were spotted and identified with the thermal imager only. 

 
Amphibians (* = heard or signs only) 

 

 

Common Name Binominal Name 
 March April 

 
 

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Asiatic toad Bufo gargarizans        ~10 ~50        



2 Chinese brown frog Rana chensinensis               1  

 
Fishes (* = heard or signs only) 

 

 

Common Name Binominal Name 
 March April 

 
 

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Pere David's snow trout Schizothorax davidi              ~20 ~30  

 

 
 
 


